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Thank you, Madam Chair.  I want to thank Secretary Clinton for appearing before the Subcommittee today to explain the Administration’s budget priorities for the State Department and foreign assistance programs.

Madam Secretary, let me first say that I strongly support the objectives you seek to achieve with the FY11 budget request and the FY10 supplemental.  
However, even though the Subcommittee has only begun to receive the details of this budget request, the top line numbers are startling in their size. No matter how you frame the budget proposal, there is a double digit increase for international affairs.  
Given the daunting fiscal situation that this country is facing, I would not be of service to my constituents and my own conscience if I didn't pledge to examine this increase carefully and with some skepticism.
I do recognize that the entire supplemental request, and a large portion of the FY11 budget request, supports the “front line states” of Iraq, Afghanistan, and Pakistan.  
But it was only last year that the administration made a pledge to move away from supplemental appropriations.  The subcommittee will take a close look at whether all of the $4.5 billion requested in the supplemental is, in fact, an emergency requirement when billions of dollars provided for these countries remain unobligated or unspent. 
There is no doubt, though, that the work being done in these countries is critical to achieving our national security and foreign policy objectives, and I want to thank the men and women of this country in various Federal agencies who are serving in the most difficult of circumstances overseas. They need our bipartisan support to achieve success.

The budget request also includes a transition of some activities in these front line states from the Department of Defense to the Department of State.  
I applaud the Administration for looking across the government to determine which agency is the appropriate lead, especially when our troops are already being asked to take on so much as we continue to fight two wars.  
But, it is equally important to be sure that the State department is ready to take on all of these responsibilities.  These functions are much too critical to be delayed or done ineffectively. 
The Administration’s budget request also includes billions of dollars in new resources for climate change, food security, and global health.  I worry that these significant multi-year commitments don’t take into account the fiscal realities this country and this Congress face, and I want to hear more about these promises made by the executive branch.  
I pledge to work with my colleagues to extract details about these commitments, place oversight requirements on the funding provided, and keep a close eye on taxpayer dollars as programs are implemented. 
Madam Secretary, you have an enormous task in front of you. We cannot let our efforts in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Pakistan fail. We cannot let other countries become breeding grounds for extremism. We cannot let Iran’s nuclear ambitions go unchecked. And, we cannot walk away from the fight against drug trafficking in this Hemisphere.

In closing, I understand that balancing these and many other competing priorities around the world is not easy. I support your goal of having the right people in the right places so that the United States can overcome these challenges.  
I assure you that I will work to give you the resources you need. However, there are many needs in this country as well, and this Committee has a responsibility to ensure that our tax dollars are used efficiently and in a transparent manner.  
My colleagues and I take that responsibility seriously, and we look forward to working with you so that we can better understand the full details of the budget request before us.
Thank you, Madam Chair.  
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