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Thank you, Chief Tidwell, for joining us this morning.  I believe this hearing marks your first appearance before our subcommittee.  I promise that Chairman Dicks won’t hold it against you that you grew up in Boise, attended the University of Idaho, and began your Forest Service career on the Boise National Forest.  The Chairman may, however, take exception to the fact that you attended Washington State University rather than his beloved University of Washington.   

I want to begin my remarks by thanking you and your staff for your willingness to work with my office on a variety of complex Forest Service issues in Idaho over the last year.  Working together, we were able to roll up our sleeves and resolve a longstanding issue relating to the location of a historic marker—the Darby Monument—located within the Jedediah Smith Wilderness.   More recently, the House unanimously approved legislation we developed with your staff over the last year to address more than 20 separate water diversion issues on Forest Service lands throughout the state.  I’m grateful for this collaboration and the Service’s desire to solve problems.  We’ll have an opportunity to talk about even more challenges in our hearing today. 
For many years, this subcommittee—and the Congress as a whole—have struggled with the issue of budgeting for wildfires.  Much to the credit of Chairman Dicks, last year’s conference report included historic changes in the way we budget for wildfire suppression.  More importantly, we took steps to prevent borrowing from non-fire accounts to pay for fire suppression.   Judging from this year’s budget request, it’s pretty clear that our friends at OMB didn’t pay any attention to our work creating a credible, sustainable wildfire budget last year.  This is another issue I’d like to explore today

Before closing, I’d like to make one additional observation.  As most of you know, Chairman Dicks will soon be stepping down as chairman of this subcommittee to become the Chairman of the Defense Subcommittee.  I want to publicly thank Chairman Dicks for his fine work, his sense of fairness, and his steady hand leading this subcommittee in recent years.  We all know that Chairman Dicks is passionate about our natural environment.  While we haven’t agreed on every issue, working together we have made a sincere effort to find common ground on many issues.  It’s in this spirit that I applaud Chairman Dicks for his leadership and wish him well as he takes on his new assignment.  

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
