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Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and welcome to Ms. Rossides for what is perhaps your final appearance before the Subcommittee.

When TSA was established in 2002, I voiced strong concerns about the agency’s inclination to become overly reliant on manpower as opposed to the smart use of effective technology in its efforts to bolster aviation security.

Today, some eight years later, in the wake of another terrorist attack, it feels like déjà vu all over again as I review TSA’s proposed response to the vulnerabilities exposed by the Christmas Day plot.

Back in 2002, just as today, Congress was presented a request for funds to support thousands upon thousands of screeners, rather than a clearly articulated strategy for achieving meaningful aviation security.

My concern back then, just as today, is that we are not thinking through the proposed security enhancements in terms of affordability, effectiveness, and adaptability for the next threat down-range.

So, as I look at the FY11 budget request for more than 500 additional whole body imagers and more than 5,300 additional screeners, I am apprehensive because it is unclear whether such a costly and manpower-intensive approach is the absolute best course of action; especially when the initial deployment of whole body imagers appears to be an interim step towards the use of even more advanced technology.

My position on enhancing aviation security is one of cautious urgency.  Far too often, government over-reacts in the wake of a crisis.  

And, a reactionary posture is one that habitually leads us into over-spending on solutions that don’t pan out.

Let me be clear -- I’m not saying there isn’t some merit in what TSA is proposing for FY11.  Rather, my concern is that this costly proposal appears to be a short-term fix, not a long-term, sustainable solution that effectively balances legitimate travel, needed security, and limited resources.

Unfortunately these questions cannot be fully answered until we have a better understanding of the direction that TSA is heading in the current fiscal year – which is difficult to do until we receive TSA’s FY 2010 spend plans, as required by law.

As this subcommittee continues its oversight responsibilities, I intend to press DHS on the prioritization of its budget.  I’ve made it very clear in previous hearings that I believe the FY11 budget emphasizes aviation security and administrative costs at the expense of virtually every other operational security program across DHS.

While I do not dispute the need to enhance aviation security and to improve program management, it’s important to recall that two very distinct al Qaeda plots were revealed this past year:  the Christmas Day attack and the Zazi plot to reportedly detonate an explosive in New York City.

· So, what this means to me is that we cannot exclusively focus upon the aviation sector at the expense of other areas.  We must remain vigilant on the entire spectrum of threats facing our Nation.

Now, having said all that, I’d be remiss if I did not take a moment to recognize the notable efforts of all the TSA personnel that have worked tirelessly to identify solutions to very difficult challenges since the Christmas Day attack.

And, finally, I must also highlight Ms. Rossides’ noteworthy service since the establishment of TSA.

· As one of the six original employees at TSA, she has endured the full range of challenges facing aviation security in the post-9/11 era.

· To put it mildly, this Subcommittee and our Nation owes you a debt of gratitude for your dedicated service.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I look forward to today’s discussion.
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