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Larry Echo Hawk, an enrolled member of the Pawnee Nation of Oklahoma, was confirmed by 
the United States Senate as the Assistant Secretary-Indian Affairs for the U.S. Department of the 
Interior on May 19, 2009, and was sworn into office by Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar on 
May 22, 2009, the 11th Assistant Secretary-Indian Affairs to be confirmed since the position was 
established by Congress in the 1970s.  Prior to his appointment, Mr. Echo Hawk served for 14 
years as a Professor of Law at Brigham Young University’s J. Reuben Clark Law School where 
he taught Federal Indian law, criminal law, criminal procedure, evidence, criminal trial practice, 
and published several scholarly papers.  In 1977, he was named Chief General Legal Counsel to 
the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of the Fort Hall Indian Reservation in Idaho, a position he held for 
more than eight years.  He became special counsel to the tribes in l998. 

Mr. Echo Hawk was elected Attorney General of Idaho in 1990, the first American Indian in 
U.S. history to achieve that distinction.  He had served as the Bannock County (Idaho) 
Prosecuting Attorney since 1986.  Before that, he served two consecutive terms in the Idaho 
House of Representatives, from 1982 to 1986.  Mr. Echo Hawk also was honored in 1995 as the 
first BYU graduate ever to receive the National Collegiate Athletic Association’s prestigious 
Silver Anniversary Award, which is given to a select few prominent athletes who completed 
their collegiate athletic eligibility 25 years ago and have distinguished themselves in their careers 
and personal lives.  Mr. Echo Hawk and his wife Terry have six children and 23 grandchildren.  


