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This morning the Committee will hold a hearing on the status of United States Pacific Command and 
United States Forces Korea.   
 
We are pleased to welcome Admiral Robert F. Willard, U.S. Navy, Commander, United States Pacific 
Command; and General Walter L. Sharp, U.S. Army, Commander, United Nations Command; 
Commander, Republic of Korea - United States Combined Forces Command; and Commander United 
States Forces Korea.  You two gentlemen testified before this Committee just about a year ago.  You 
provided an excellent update then and we look forward to your report this morning.  Now before we go 
any further, Admiral Willard and General Sharp, I would like to thank you for your many years of service 
in the defense of our country.   
 
Admiral Willard we know that you are an F-14 aviator, that you served as operations officer and 
executive officer at the Fighter Weapons School, or Top Gun, and that you assisted with coordination for 
the movie.  You commanded the Aircraft Carrier Abraham Lincoln, and you have served previously in the 
Pacific as commander of 7th Fleet, and Chief of Staff for Pacific Fleet.  We know you have extensive 
nuclear power training as well. 
 
General Sharp, we are aware that you commanded the Second Armored Cavalry Regiment and later 
commanded the Third Infantry Division, and you served previously in Korea as the Assistant Division 
Commander of the Second Infantry Division.  We understand that this may be your last opportunity to 
testify before Congress.  We thank you for your thoughtful and detailed presentations before this 
Committee, and we congratulate you on your distinguished Army career.  We wish you well in your 
future endeavors.   
 
You two gentlemen, and those under your command, must stand watch against aggression; and facilitate 
cooperation in the pursuit of peace and prosperity in your area of operations. You must maintain visible 
readiness that will deter hostile activities.  And of course your commands must, if necessary, fight and 
defeat any aggressor.   Meanwhile, Congress must ensure that the necessary resources are provided to 
U.S. Pacific Command and U.S. Forces Korea to enable you to accomplish your missions.  The readiness 
reports that you provide and your statements and answers to questions in congressional hearings such as 
this one, help to ensure that this Committee is aware of the resources that you need. 
 
The recent earthquake in Japan and the tsunami that it generated dealt a destructive, deadly blow to the 
Japanese people. The Tsunami inflicted damage as far away as the west coast of the United States.  The 
Committee is aware of the rapid response and ongoing efforts by U.S. Pacific Command to assist the 
Japanese people with emergency supply of food and water; by providing airlift support and by conducting 
search and rescue in conjunction with the Japanese agencies.  Let me take this opportunity to thank the 
men and women of Pacific Command for bringing to bear their professional skills in a very demanding 
humanitarian relief mission.  
   
Admiral Willard and General Sharp, as we proceed with our hearing this morning the members of the 
Committee will very likely have questions on a number of topics, including: North Korean Nuclear 
Weapons; out of region taskings for PACOM assets; consolidation and relocation of U.S. Forces in 
Korea; and the change in operational command of Republic of Korea and United States forces. 
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