Granger Opening Statement for Hearing on the Merida Initiative

WASHINGTON, D.C.—The House Appropriations Subcommittee on State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs today held a hearing on the Merida Initiative. Congresswoman Kay Granger (TX-12), Ranking Member of the subcommittee, released the following prepared remarks for the today’s hearing: 

“Madam Chair, I want to thank you for having this hearing today. Even before our recent trip to Mexico, I was concerned about the violence on our southern border. But as a result of our trip, I have grown increasingly aware that if the U.S. government fails to act quickly to help Mexico in its war against the drug cartels, there may be grave consequences. For this reason, bringing our subcommittee together today for this important hearing is very much needed and appreciated. 

“As we are all becoming painfully aware, drug-related violence is rampant in Mexico, with almost 6,000 killed last year, twice as many as in 2007.  The rising death toll is, in fact, a sign that the Mexican government is serious about cracking down on the drug trade.

“The instability that has shaken Mexico is on our doorstep. Criminals and drugs flow into this country, while cash and weapons that support the drug trade move south across the border. The State Department estimates that some 90 percent of the cocaine imported to the U.S. comes from our southern neighbor. In exchange, up to $23 billion a year crosses the border and winds up in the hands of the Mexican drug cartels.

“Fortunately, Mexican President Calderon and former President Bush took an unprecedented step to enhance cooperation between our countries to stop this scourge by announcing the Merida Initiative. The Congress supported this plan to provide Mexico with $1.4 billion to help control drug trafficking, and, as a result, the U.S. government is about half-way through its commitment - with $400 million appropriated last summer in the supplemental and another $300 million that will flow from the FY09 omnibus bill.  

“From helicopters and surveillance planes to non-intrusive inspection equipment, the U.S. investment is intended to provide the hardware necessary for the Mexican government to extend its authority to those remote and hard-to-access parts of the country ravaged by the drug trade. 

“The funding for judicial reform will help Mexico’s law enforcement community root out corruption and work more effectively. Mexico has taken its own steps forward on this front with the establishment in January of the national public safety system, which will increase coordination between Mexico’s three levels of government and enhance their ability to fight crime.

“These are important investments to jump start the Mexican government’s efforts. Yet the struggle may be long and painful, and we cannot back down. 

“In closing, I applaud the efforts of the Calderon government to eliminate these powerful drug cartels. I also want to acknowledge the leadership of the previous administration and this subcommittee in recognizing that the U.S. must partner with the Mexican government in this battle. I encourage the Obama administration to make the Merida initiative a top priority in its upcoming budget request to the Congress.

“I look forward to hearing from all of our distinguished panelists today, and I thank the chair for holding this hearing.”
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