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I would like to welcome Ambassador Goosby and Ms. Steele before the Subcommittee today to discuss the fiscal year 2011 request for Global Health programs. 
The President's Global Health Initiative was announced last May and encompasses all global health funding under this subcommittee's jurisdiction.  It totals $8.5 billion in fiscal year 2011 - an increase of $684 million from last year and the majority of which comes from this subcommittee. Almost 70% of the request, $5.8 billion, is for HIV/AIDS programs under Ambassador Goosby's office.
I want to be on record that the goals of the President's Global Health Initiative are impressive, important and worthy of support. These goals include achieving better health for women and children in the developing world and providing a long-term plan for delivery of health services led by the countries themselves.  
Funding for global health programs has increased significantly since the start of the bush administration to last year’s enacted level – from $1.8 billion to $7.8 billion. This three-fold increase in funding has allowed for a rapid scale up of our health interventions overseas. Now is the time to begin examining the path forward because this level of increase cannot be sustained while our own country faces such a dire fiscal situation. We need to examine our global health budget and take advantage of programs that can build the capacity within countries so that they are one day able to provide more for themselves over the long-term. 
I applaud the Administration for looking at how to shift the global health debate to sustainability: 
· sustainability by recipient countries so that they can graduate from U.S. bilateral assistance one day; 
· and sustainability by the many hospitals and clinics built with U.S. Government funding so that trained health care workers will provide services into the future. 

We have a long way to go to achieve these goals, but I commend the Administration for starting the dialogue. In practice I see a number of challenges, in particular to faith-based organizations that I hope to address today during my question time. 

Additionally, I don’t understand why a Presidential Initiative of this size is not being formalized through authorization legislation. Instead, the Administration has put this subcommittee in a difficult position by requesting a number of significant funding increases for several programs -- maternal and child health, nutrition, family planning, and neglected tropical diseases – but -- there is no legislative recommendation for laying out the concrete steps necessary to determine how these dollars might be spent differently. 
How can we be assured that the Global health initiative will not just add another layer of bureaucracy to these crucial programs?
Finally, with respect to the U.S. contribution to the Global Fund, Ambassador Goosby, I understand that you will leave today's hearing to fly to Geneva for the Global Fund’s replenishment meeting. If I could suggest one message for you to take to the conference, it would be that the Global Fund must find a way to manage its demand, particularly in a constrained fiscal environment.  
The Committee included language in the Statement of Managers last year addressing this issue, and I look forward to hearing from you the recommendations of the Global Fund's working group to manage tension between demand and supply and how those recommendations can be implemented prior to launching a 10th round of new grants.
Thank you both for appearing before us today. I look forward to hearing more about your work. 
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