[image: image1.png]









                    
        

Contact: Stefani Zimmerman
202.225.4601
Opening Statement

Subcommittee on Homeland Security Appropriations

Developing and Transitioning Homeland Security Research Products into Use
Witness:

Brad Buswell, Acting Under Secretary, Science and Technology Directorate
10:00 AM | Thursday | March 26, 2009 | 2358-A
Thank you Mr. Chairman, and welcome to Under Secretary Buswell.

By just about anyone’s measure, S&T’s effectiveness – or its ability to field technical solutions to meet our homeland security challenges – has been mixed over the last six years.


On one hand, S&T has delivered some useful products, including: the Dazzler non-lethal weapon, cyber security tools, and mobile biometric readers used by the Coast Guard to identity illegal immigrants and smuggling suspects in the waters off Florida and Puerto Rico.  The Directorate has also made strides in organizational layout and a reasonable budget framework including basic research, innovation investments, and transition to the field.


But on the other hand, S&T has failed to deliver on what appear to be some straightforward technological challenges—most notably, the Container Security Device or CSD.  

· After almost four years of work, S&T and CBP have utterly failed to produce a viable CSD that will simply tell us whether or not a container was tampered with in transit.
· This failure baffles me.  In the time we’ve devoted to the CSD, our country invented the atomic bomb and sent men into space – two scientific achievements that should not be even mentioned in the same sentence as the CSD.  And, yet, the CSD is an “achievement” that is still sadly out of reach. 
· I have long held the view that a workable technology solution exists that can provide some level of assurance for the integrity of inbound cargo containers – especially in high-risk trade lanes.  And this Subcommittee has prioritized such development, and yet we’re still waiting.
There are also several other key homeland security challenges where the development of an effective technical solution would vastly improve operations.  Whether it’s a viable exit reader for our land ports of entry that we heard about just last week at our US-VISIT hearing, or foliage-penetrating radar that CBP could use to better detect unauthorized entries along the our borders, there are plenty of problems that need solving.

And that’s precisely why S&T exists.

I am of the firm belief that private industry holds the answers to technical challenges such as these – so we need to continue probing how S&T can best access the talent and innovation that only resides in the commercial sector.  As many of you recall, we heard from CIA’s venture capital arm known as “In-Q-Tel” at last year’s S&T hearing and they made a compelling case for how to harness the ingenuity of the private sector.

Today, I’d like to hear about S&T’s progress at doing just that.  

After all, S&T’s success is ultimately determined by the products and solutions it actually delivers.  Whether it’s first responders communicating in the midst of an ice storm or Border Patrol agents interdicting smugglers in Arizona, our front line operators are counting on the scientists and engineers of S&T to evaluate and deliver the tools that enhance their work and improve our homeland security.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, I look forward to today’s discussion.
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