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Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and welcome to our distinguished guests.


ICE has a legal and moral obligation to care for the safety and well being of all those in its custody, and I think I speak for all of us when I say that our goal should be to prevent any death or serious illness to the extent possible.  After all, even one death, is one too many.

So, I sincerely appreciate the efforts of those appearing before us today, as well as the thousands of ICE personnel in the field, to ensure the agency lives up to the solemn duty of providing sufficient health care for all of its detainees.


I must stress that ICE is in fact performing a humanitarian mission as it provides basic and essential medical services to its detainees—some 1.5 million since the agency was created in 2003.  In most of these cases, ICE is likely providing what amounts to the first real health care these individuals have been given in their lifetimes.

As I understand it, each and every detainee is required to undergo a thorough medical screening and, for those remaining in ICE custody at least 14 days, a comprehensive physical exam, as well as additional and specific medical treatment as necessary.

· That’s full health care coverage at the American taxpayers’ expense and at a level of quality that far exceeds what might otherwise be available to many of these individuals—evidenced by a mortality rate that is substantially lower for ICE detainees than for U.S. prison and jail populations, U.S. hospitals, and even the general U.S. population as a whole.


The bottom line is that providing for the safe and humane confinement of the hundreds of thousands of detainees that pass through ICE’s detention facilities each year is an unquestioned requirement and priority.

· A priority that is reflected by a doubling of budgetary resources over the last five years from $74.3 million in fiscal year 2004, to a projected $151 million in ICE’s fiscal year 2009 budget.

· And, I might add, a priority that this Subcommittee most certainly supports.


Now, as the Chairman stated, ICE’s performance in this area has been punctuated by some unfortunate deaths and illnesses.  Today, I hope to learn more about those tragic cases, how ICE addressed these situations, and what the agency is doing to try prevent such incidents from ever occurring again.

I thank our witnesses for appearing today and look forward to a discussion of this critical issue.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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