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Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and welcome to our distinguished guests.

In many ways, TSA is the public face of homeland security.  It is not only the agency millions of people interact with daily at our Nation’s airports, but it is also what many of us think of when discussing our response to the attacks of 9/11.

And since its creation shortly after those tragic and unforgettable events, TSA has made tremendous progress.

Screening and credentialing programs such as TWIC and Secure Flight – once symbols of ineffectiveness and dysfunction – are now viable programs properly identifying travelers and transportation workers.  Just this past week, TSA issued the one millionth TWIC and, since January, Secure Flight has begun screening operations.

But, in spite of this laudable progress, many challenges certainly remain.

Securing the surface transportation sector is one of those challenges.  We can only do so much to secure these open systems and the Federal government plays a limited role in what is primarily a State and local operating environment. Rail and transit grants – jointly administered by FEMA and TSA – represent what is perhaps the signature contribution of the Federal government in this arena.  But, despite visible threats to transit systems around the world and more than $1.5 billion in appropriations over the past few years, we appear to be falling down on that front. 

So, I look forward to hearing how we are going to get these grants on track and get real security solutions in place.  

Mr. Ashley and Mr. Sammon, we meet again.   I trust you both have come prepared so we can get to the bottom of why so little of the grant funding has moved out the door.


Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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