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Mr. Chairman and Members of the Subcommittee -- thank you for the opportunity to
testify on behalf of the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration’s
(NOAA) National Sea Grant College Program. My name is Jonathan Pennock, Director
of the New Hampshire Sea Grant Program. I am here today as the President of the Sea
Grant Association (or SGA) to recommend a funding level of $70 million for NOAA’s
National Sea Grant College Program for FY 2012.

On behalf of my own institution and the 31 additional institutions making up the Sea
Grant Program, I want to express our appreciation to the Subcommittee for its long
standing support for the Sea Grant Program. During the past year the Sea Grant
Program has provided numerous additional examples of the value of the Sea Grant
place-based partnership between NOAA and state university communities. For
example, over the pat year Sea Grant Programs were integral to connecting Gulf Coast
stakeholders to the federal response to Deepwater Horizon, contributed sound science
to the restoration of degraded coastal ecosystems, developed new and efficient
technologies for the fishing industry, stimulated private sector jobs in aquaculture and
marine-based industries, and facilitated the adoption of hazard resilient policy and
investment by private, community and state leaders. Going forward, to be fully
responsive to the increasing challenges faced by our coastal communities, the SGA is
recommending a funding level for this program of $70 million for FY 2012. This is
nearly $14 million below the level authorized for FY 2012 but is consistent with previous
views expressed by this Subcommittee about adequate funding for this program.

Constituting a significant national demographic shift, America’s coastal population has
grown significantly since 1970, and has accompanied and nurtured much of the nation’s
economic growth during this period. Today, a wide range of opportunities exist along
our coasts for fuller economic development of the nation’s energy resources, seafood-
based businesses, biotechnology-based enterprises, maritime commerce, and tourism
industry. At the same time, challenges must be addressed, such as resource use and
user conflicts; tainted coastal watershed run-off; sea level rise; shoreline erosion; exotic
species invasions; oil spills; and the development of community infrastructure that
minimizes impact on the coastal environment. The National Sea Grant College Program
remains uniquely positioned to address these issues.




Since its creation in 1966, the National Sea Grant College Program has been at the
forefront of addressing economic opportunities and environmental issues facing coastal
communities through its research and outreach efforts. Sea Grant’s proactive and highly
praised role in addressing community and research concerns associated with the
Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico clearly demonstrated the program’s
capacity to be a key and highly effective partner in helping to solve coastal resource
problems. Officials at the highest levels of NOAA and other federal and state agencies
have praised Sea Grant’s Gulf spill response, including its development of a
clearinghouse on all of the disaster’s related research and monitoring activities, and its
hosting of more than 60 local meetings, educational sessions, and public forums in
which over 5,000 spill-affected participants in the Gulf region received science-based
spill-response information or training.

The particular example of response activities in the Gulf once again showcases a Sea
Grant model that is adaptive by design and thus very nimble. Although working as a
programmatic entity of NOAA, Sea Grant has a number of unique advantages over many
federal programs with regard to how quickly and how well it can respond — in research-
based, non-advocacy fashion — to pressing coastal resource and community needs. For
example, Sea Grant is “bottom-up” driven and university-based, and is fully and actively
engaged with appropriate regional, state and local organizations. In addition, Sea Grant
is not charged with specific regulatory or resource management responsibilities, nor are
its efforts confined to any one scientific discipline or approach. Rather, Sea Grant can
focus or refocus its research and outreach activities to best address resource issues
impacting individual coastal communities or the nation as a whole.

While state Sea Grant programs collaborate closely with, and are guided by input from,
NOAA, other federal programs, and state agencies, the state Sea Grant programs are
able to adjust program operations to serve the real time needs and priorities of their
local and state jurisdictions. As a result of this flexibility in the Sea Grant federal-state
partnership, the federal appropriation for Sea Grant is leveraged significantly by
additional non-federal resources from university and state partners. For every federal
dollar appropriated, an additional two dollars is raised from non-federal sources thus
maximizing the impact of the federal investment. All of these key organizational and
mission attributes provide Sea Grant with great national program flexibility and thus
great responsiveness to existing and emerging resource issues, wherever they might
occur.

The SGA believes the Nation must use its coastal resources in ways that not only
improve the national economy, but also sustain the health and productivity of coastal
ecosystems over the long term. With the federal funding recommended by the SGA to
complement significant state and local support, the National Sea Grant College Program
will be uniquely positioned to provide the leadership and support necessary to meet this
challenge.

Thank you for your consideration of this request and, again, for your past support of a
strong Sea Grant National College Program. I would be happy to answer any questions
the Subcommittee may have.




