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Stimulus Conference Report Summary
The following is a summary of the conference report on the Stimulus bill. While every item included in the bill should be considered on its own merit, most of the spending would not provide the kind of job creation or other benefits needed to sustain our economy through these tough times, and would fund programs that will have no immediate or short term relief to struggling American families. Unfortunately for the American taxpayer, the vast majority of this spending is not for economic recovery, would further bloat federal programs, would expand the role of government in Americans’ lives, and is designed to provide Democrats political cover by funding campaign promises. 

Total Estimated Spending in the Stimulus Conference Report:  $792 billion

· Appropriations:  $311 billion

· Entitlements: $269 billion

· Tax provisions: $212 billion
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Estimated Spending by Subcommittee:

Agriculture: $26.466 billion

Commerce: Justice – Science: $15.922 billion

Defense: $4.555 billion

Energy and Water: $50.825 billion

Financial Services: $6.858 billion

Homeland Security: $2.755 billion

Interior: $10.950 billion

Labor – HHS: $126.164 billion

Legislative Branch: $.025 billion

Military Construction/Veterans: $4.281 billion

State - Foreign Operations: $.602 billion

Transportation – HUD: $61.795 billion

Appropriations Summary:
($ in millions)

	Category
	Conference
Amount

	New Programs

 
	$ 95,320


	Program Expansions


	92,450


	One-time Increase to Existing Programs 
	123,428

	Total
	$ 311,198



Permanently growing the size of the Federal Government:  

A total of 106 Federal government programs are being created or expanded, meaning the taxpayers will bear the long-term costs of this permanent government expansion.  This includes the creation of 33 new programs and the permanent expansion of 73 existing programs.  The total cost of this growth of government is $188 billion, which is 60% of the total appropriations spending.  If this new level of spending is carried forward into future years, federal non-defense discretionary budgets will have to increase by at least 42% annually.
New programs in the bill:

· There are 33 new programs totaling $95 billion (30% of all appropriations) in the bill.

· The vast majority of these new programs fall under the Labor-HHS Subcommittee.  This bill creates 11 new Labor-HHS programs, totaling over $59 billion.

Program expansions in the bill:
· The conference agreement expands 73 existing programs (normally funded in regular Appropriations bills) at a cost of over $92 billion in FY09.  
· There will be tremendous pressure to fund many - if not most - of these programs at this new, higher level in future years, especially given that much of this money will have to be spent getting these programs up and running and properly staffed. 

· The Labor-HHS bill accounts for 28 of the 73 program expansions and $59 billion of the FY09 growth.  
Temporary, short-term infusions to stimulate the economy:
· The bill includes only $123 billion, 0r 40% of the total, for one-time infusions of money in 98 federal programs to stimulate the economy.
· This category includes funding for transportation programs (highways, bridges, rail and transit systems) as well as Corps of Engineers and Bureau of Reclamation projects. In fact, only 17% of the discretionary spending in this package is for these infrastructure items. 
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Permanently growing the size of the Federal Government: A total of
1006 Federal Government programs are being permanently expanded
for the taxpayer to pay for now and in the future. This includes 33
new programs and permanent expansions to 73 existing

programs. Total cost to grow the size of government: $188 billion,
which is 60% of the total appropriations spending.

Temporary, Short Term infusions to stimulate the economy: Only
$123 billion or 40% of the total is for temporary, "stimulative", one-
time infusions of money in 98 federal programs to stimulate the
economy.





