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Thank you, Mr. Chairman and welcome back to Chief Aguilar.

With all due respect to you Chief, I find it very disappointing that we are here today, nearly 14 months after the Administration was sworn in, and an agency as vital as CBP is still without confirmed leadership.

CBP is the critical filter in our homeland security arsenal – allowing legitimate travel and trade in, and doing all it can to keep terrorists, criminals, and contraband out.

So, given the fact that our witness is a career Border Patrol agent, with more than 31 years of service, I find it regrettable that he is being asked to defend the Administration’s curious and potentially harmful decision to substantially cut border and cargo security. 

But, considering last week’s seemingly haphazard announcement on SBInet, I think we need to at least clarify a few questions that are long overdue for answers:

· When are we going to secure the border?

· How are we going to do it? and

· How much is going to cost?

This Subcommittee has been asking these questions since its inception.  And, since the launch of the Secure Border Initiative in November of 2005, I’ve been asking what’s to stop “S-B-I” from being just another 3-letter acronym for failure?

So, as troubled as I am about the funding and direction of SBInet, I am far more concerned about achieving and sustaining meaningful control of our borders.

In the midst of an escalating and murderous drug war, now is certainly not the time to retreat from our strategic goals and blink in the face of the cartels senseless violence.

Today, I want to learn how CBP is getting its mission right.  

I want to learn where the Administration is headed with cargo security while proposing what amounts to a 37.7 % cut in the Container Security Initiative and an 18.4% cut in C-TPAT for FY11.

I want to understand why, in the wake of the Christmas Day terrorist attack, the FY11 budget proposes no enhancements to CBP’s overseas presence to screen U.S.-bound foreign travelers. 

And, perhaps most importantly, I want to get straightforward answers on our border security efforts – especially when the FY11 budget is proposing to slash funding for the fencing, infrastructure, and technology appropriation by $225 million, or 28% below FY10.

Chief, I know you understand the need for robust security along our borders and at our ports.  I also know that you are being put in an unfortunate situation in having to carry the Administration’s water on what appears to be significantly detrimental reductions to many of our most vital security programs – programs we’ve spent years building up.

So, I appreciate you appearing before us today and thank you in advance for your candor in helping us understand CBP’s budget request for FY11.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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