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The FY 2010 Homeland Security Appropriations bill provides $42.4 billion in total funding for the various programs and agencies within the Department of Homeland Security (DHS). This is $2.4 billion - or 5.9% - above last year’s level and $446 million below the President’s request. However, when factoring in funding for the Bio-shield program – which is being transferred to the Department of Health and Human Services - the bill represents only a 1% increase above last year’s level.
It is a serious concern that funding for important national security priorities - like those funded in this bill - are being put on the back burner to provide massive, double digit increases in other areas. In fact, the budget allocations approved by House Democrats this year contain a 12% average increase in non-defense domestic and international spending. This is on top of the massive spending that Democrats have passed in the last two fiscal years. When all appropriations bills from FY 2007 to FY 2009 are combined, overall Appropriations spending has increased 41% in just two years, and non-defense spending has increased 85%.
Bill Highlights:

U.S. Customs and Border Protection – 
The bill contains $9.97 billion for Customs and Border Protection. $26.1 million is provided for an additional 65 CBP officers, 44 Border Patrol agents, support staff, and infrastructure for the Southwest Border Initiative to combat illegal activities at our southern border. Border security infrastructure and technology is reduced to $732 million – or $47 million below the request. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement – 
The bill provides $5.4 billion for Immigration and Customs Enforcement which is $29.7 million below the request. This includes $1.5 billion to expand efforts to locate and remove criminal aliens, and $117.4 million for state local programs including the 287(g) program. The bill also denies most of the Administration’s request to use both a portion of immigration fees plus direct appropriations to cover the costs of refugee, asylum, and military naturalizations.
First Responders - 
The bill provides nearly $4 billion in grants for state and local first responders which is approximately $236 million below last year’s level. These programs include state homeland security grants, port security grants, Real ID grants, firefighter grants, and emergency management performance grants. 
Transportation Security Administration - 
The bill includes $5.3 billion for the TSA. These funds will be used for screening personnel, detection systems, security enforcement, and cargo inspections, and other TSA activities. 

Coast Guard – 
The bill contains $9.7 billion for the U.S. Coast Guard, which is $2 million below the President’s request. The bill provides funding for military pay and allowances, maritime safety and security activities, counternarcotics enforcement, facilities and equipment maintenance, and overseas contingency operations including operations in the Persian Gulf and off the coast of Somalia. 
E-Verify -
The bill includes $112 million, as requested, for the E-verify program. However, while the President’s request included a three year extension for the program, the bill only provides for a two year extension.  House Democrats have justified this decision based on the unrealistic premise that “comprehensive immigration reform” will soon be completed.

Guantanamo Bay Detention Facility and Detainees -
The Committee accepted an amendment offered by Homeland Security Subcommittee Ranking Republican Hal Rogers pertaining to the disposition of detainees at Guantanamo Bay. The amendment requires the Secretary of DHS to conduct a thorough threat assessment of all individuals detained at the facility, and places all detainees on the “No Fly” list. In addition, the amendment prevents tax-dollars from being used to provide any immigration benefit or designation to any detainee. 
The following chart compares the FY 2010 Homeland Appropriations bill with last year’s levels and the President’s request:
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