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Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I want to begin my comments by personally thanking you for listening to our concerns and accommodating the minority’s interests, where possible.

Most notably, the bill before us rectifies many of the reckless funding deficiencies to frontline operations – ICE, CBP and the Coast Guard – originally proposed by the President. 

The Chairman wisely restored these reductions by denying unnecessary funds for terror trials and making cuts to poorly justified and wasteful DHS initiatives.

It is this type of prioritization that puts the security and fiscal needs of our Nation ahead of both politics and bureaucracy and I sincerely applaud the recommendations.

However, while I appreciate Chairman Price’s professionalism and efforts to maintain this Subcommittee’s traditions of bipartisanship, I must say today marks a disturbing turning point in Appropriations history.

Today, we are being presented with several untenable choices.


First, I believe the overall bill spends too much.  While I agree with the Chairman’s restoration of the requested cuts to operations, our national debt and record deficit spending has the makings of a national security crisis.  We can no longer simply hope it will go away or get better.  We must slow the appetite of DHS and lead by making difficult choices, at every level.

Second, the bill includes a provision – over the strong objections of the minority – pertaining to the transfer of detainees from Guantanamo Bay to U.S. soil.

This provision is inconsistent with the views of two thirds of the House Membership as well as the will of the American people who have stated emphatically they do not want these terrorists brought into their backyards. 

And, it is a provision that I strenuously disagree with.

Third, the report accompanying this bill contains rather troubling language on immigration enforcement.

As I have stated numerous times, I support the Chairman’s efforts to make the identification and removal of criminal aliens a priority.

But, it is a priority among many enforcement priorities that are vital to our homeland and economic security and this bill should not be used as a proxy for so-called immigration reform.

Finally, today we are being asked to participate in a shrouded appropriations process that can neither guarantee a path forward or pledge a fair and open debate by which all Members – on both sides of the aisle – can fully participate.  


Although we are finally convening the FY11 Subcommittee markup here today, we have absolutely zero assurance that this bill will proceed any further through the traditional appropriations process.  


Furthermore, the Democrat majority has yet to pass a budget resolution.

So, we don’t know the overall 302(a) discretionary allocation and we certainly don’t have a firm understanding of the 302(b) allocations across the various Subcommittees.

That means we are being asked to consider almost $44 billion in discretionary spending here today, without knowing the complete picture.

And, we are being asked to take this leap of fiscal faith while our country is suffocating under a $13 trillion national debt.

In the midst of this fiscal turmoil; in the wake of the Christmas Day and Time Square terrorist attacks; and with our country at war, now is not the time to play such games with funding for homeland security.

It is the solemn duty of providing the resources that keep our great Nation safe and secure in a fiscally responsible manner that has always driven this Subcommittee.  And, this duty is one that should transcend the inconvenience of election year politics. 

Sadly, that is not the case this year.

So, given the uncertainty under which we are being forced to operate, the minority is left with little choice but to break with the tradition of holding our amendments until full committee markup.  

For all we know, today is the only real chance for any Member – Republican or Democrat – to voice their concerns about homeland security funding and issues for FY11.

Mr. Chairman, I believe the foundation of the bill before us today is quite solid.  But, as I’ve noted, I have serious concerns that I believe must be addressed here today.  And, I hope the Members of the Subcommittee will support my efforts to further strengthen this bill.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  
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