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Madam Chair, I will keep my comments brief this afternoon, but I must weigh in prior to the markup of this bill which likely carries the largest increase in funding for FY11 of all the committee bills.  
I’d like to start by noting that we will recess in less than two days for the July 4th holiday and we have no further information on the emergency supplemental today than we did on May 27th.  That was over a month ago that Chairman Obey cancelled the markup with three hours notice and without explanation.  Secretary Gates has stated the reasons these funds are needed by the 4th of July and the only remaining way to get it to them is to pick up the clean bill that the Senate has already passed and get it to the President for signature.  

Not only does the supplemental carry emergency funding for our troops, but it also directly affects this subcommittee’s programs for civilian operations in Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Iraq, as well as disaster and reconstruction assistance for the US government’s response to the earthquake in Haiti.  The fact that we do not know the outcome of supplemental funding for these areas in addition to the lack of a budget resolution and 302(b) allocations prior to this markup, speaks volumes about the broken process we are engaged in.  
In addressing this bill specifically, the $52.6 billion in funding for State and Foreign Operations represents an 8 percent increase from last year.  And let me remind my colleagues that this subcommittee provided a 33 percent increase in FY10 from FY09 enacted levels – the largest increase in over a decade.  This is in addition to the billions of dollars in supplemental funding already appropriated and pending before this Congress.  We simply cannot afford, nor can we provide any rational justification for, these annual increases while we are facing record deficits and debt.  

In addition to the levels of funding, the bill also includes several authorizing provisions.  I don’t understand why this committee is now doing the job of the authorizing committee when we are having such difficulty getting our own work done. 
I hope we can address these issues today by taking some initial steps toward a more fiscally responsible and rational budget for our foreign assistance and State operations.
Thank you, Madam Chair.

