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Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I want to begin my comments by sincerely thanking you for listening to my concerns and accommodating the minority’s interests, where possible.

I also want to thank you for your commitment to this Subcommittee’s traditions of professionalism, bipartisanship, and regular order.

As to the FY10 bill, the Chairman has already discussed many of the details, so I’ll refrain from repeating them.  But, I think it is important to note that with this mark before us today, the Chairman has significantly improved the hand we’ve been dealt – a hand that included:

· An extremely late and bureaucracy-laden budget request from the President – one that included vast increases for administrative and policy offices at the expense of operations;

· And, a somewhat tightened 302(b) allocation that is presently more than $446 million below the budget estimate.

These conditions present a somewhat mixed picture about how this new Administration and the current House leadership prioritize security.  

Indeed, I find it incredibly ironic and disappointing that just this past Friday, the President released a 77-page strategy on stopping the Mexican drug cartels that professes the need to enhance our intelligence and drug interdiction capabilities; and yet, his FY10 budget request only marginally increases DHS’s intelligence office and Border Patrol and actually proposes cuts to CBP’s operational assets and Coast Guard personnel.

· This is a prime example of where the Administration’s rhetoric doesn’t match reality.

· Given the current threat environment, now is not the time to shortchange our investment in security and leave our operators in the field wanting for the tools required to fulfill their mission.

Now, having said all that, I do think the Chairman has endeavored to make up for these deficiencies by somewhat cutting back on the request for administrative functions, enhancing some operational programs, and producing a pretty good bill for FY10.

· That’s not to say it’s an absolutely perfect bill and I may have a few suggestions during our Full Committee markup on how to improve it.

But as for today, I believe this bill has the potential to do a lot of good and I intend to support it—for now—while continuing to voice my concerns.  I applaud the Chairman’s efforts in keeping DHS on track to produce results and continuing the Subcommittee’s commitment to strict accountability.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I look forward in working with you as we move this bill through the FY10 process.
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