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“Mr. Chairman, I know we have a full plate today so I’ll try to be brief.  
It’s been almost one year—363 days to be precise—since the full committee last met.  Because we haven’t been in full committee for some time it’s only appropriate for us to welcome our colleague, Patrick Murphy of Pennsylvania, as the newest Member of the Appropriations Committee.  Patrick, welcome to the Committee.  We look forward to working with you.

Mr. Chairman, as we begin today, let me assure you that Republican Members of this committee stand ready and willing to work together with you and our majority colleagues in passing our spending bills under a regular order process that respects the rights of all Members.  In that spirit, I want to commend Chairman Obey for scheduling this full committee markup—the first of this year—for the MilCon/VA and THUD appropriations bills.  
I don’t know what the future holds for these and our other bills but it would be a welcome sign to see these measures considered through the traditional regular order process, with an Open Rule and the opportunity for Members to offer and debate amendments, both in full Committee and on the House floor.  
Some are suggesting that today’s meeting will be the one and only full committee markup this year.  I surely hope that’s not the case.  The Committee was scheduled to mark up the emergency supplemental on May 27th—but that markup was cancelled abruptly for reasons that are still not clear to anyone.  
It was almost a month later that the supplemental was finally considered by the House under one of the most torturous and convoluted floor procedures most of us have ever seen.  Had we simply passed the clean, Senate-passed version of the Supp, the President would have signed the bill within days.  Instead, by the time that package had left the House, its price tag had ballooned by nearly $23 billion in new gross spending.  

We are now quickly reaching the point where congressional inaction on the Supp will force our commanders to begin making budget decisions that could compromise our military readiness.  Just last week, a Pentagon spokesman told the media that without immediate action on the supplemental, Army and Marine Corps accounts will run dry in August.  He also stated that the Pentagon will then have to take extreme measures… including asking our military to report to duty without pay. 
I know my Democrat colleagues will say this Supplemental is now in the hands of the Senate, but the fact is it was their insistence to provide billions of add-ons that is now holding up this legislation.  The President originally requested this emergency funding in February.  It’s now the third week of July and our troops still don’t have the funding they need.
We are just now beginning to hear that Democrat leaders will acquiesce and take up the clean Senate supplemental—as Committee Republicans have been requesting—later this week or early next week.  For that reason, I don’t intend to offer the clean supplemental in full committee today.  Before yielding back, however, I do want to mention one more issue near and dear to this committee, and that is—spending.  

The daily news from across the Atlantic provides a cautionary tale worth noting.  The United States and the rest of the world are witnessing firsthand the disastrous impact that massive spending and debt is having upon the economies of many European countries.  Our constituents are rightfully concerned that continued unrestrained spending by this Congress will lead to similar results here at home.  
Anyone in this room who has been in their district lately knows that increasing levels of government spending, soaring deficits, and record debt is sparking unprecedented levels of public anger.  But it isn’t just voters back home that are warning us.  

Erskine Bowles, one of the co-chairs of the President’s national debt commission, described the impact of runaway spending to the National Governor’s Association, saying, “The debt is like a cancer.  It’s going to destroy the country from within.”

We now have an unprecedented annual deficit of $1.4 trillion and over $12 trillion in national debt.  In town hall meetings across the country, again and again voters are urging each of us to get serious about reducing our debt and deficit.  
Republican Members of the Appropriations Committee are making every effort possible to respond to these concerns and curb spending.  In the nine subcommittee markups that have taken place thus far, Committee Republicans have offered at least 18 amendments to reduce spending in the FY11 non-security appropriations bills.  Almost without exception, Democrat Members of the Committee have voted against every spending reduction amendment.  

All told, Republican amendments would have saved $73 billion in budget authority in fiscal year 2011 and $104 billion over the next ten years.  This would translate into $41 billion in deficit reduction next year and $130 billion in deficit reduction over ten years. 
I urge my colleagues on both sides, particularly my friends in the majority who are concerned about escalating rates of growth of spending, to support efforts to pare back spending and to restore some semblance of fiscal discipline to our process.
I thank the Chairman and yield back the balance of my time.”
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