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FACT SHEET: Fiscal Year 2011 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development Appropriations Bill
The Fiscal Year 2010 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and Related Agencies Appropriations bill contains $126.4 billion in total budgetary resources, including $67.4 billion discretionary budget authority. This level is $500 million below the previous year – however, the bill was increased last year by a whopping 23%. 
The nation simply cannot afford this sustained level of spending in the midst of unprecedented national deficits and debt and a struggling economy. While transportation and housing programs are important, now is not the time to continue to pour billions in unnecessary spending into programs that have already benefited from huge funding increases over the last three years. We need to start reining in spending now, with significant and meaningful action to help put us on a more sustainable budget path.
Republicans offered several amendments to address the concerns regarding spending in the bill and other important items in Committee, but were defeated by Committee Democrats. 
In addition to the high level of spending in the bill, Republicans are seriously concerned that the legislation increases the rate of spending out of the Highway Trust Fund. This will result in the Fund becoming bankrupt by 2012, which will spur reduced and delayed payments to states, and may prompt yet more taxpayer bailouts for the program.

Bill Highlights/Concerns:

Transportation – 

Total budgetary resources for transportation programs total $79.4 billion in this legislation, which is $3.7 billion over last year’s level and $1.7 billion above the President’s request. This includes $13 billion for the Federal Aviation Administration ($514 million over last year), $45.2 billion for federal highways ($3.1 billion over last year), $1.8 billion for Amtrak ($300 million over last year), $11.3 billion for transit programs ($575 million over last year), and $1.4 billion for high speed rail.
Housing and Community Development – 

Housing and community development programs total $46.6 billion, which is $520 million over last year. The bill contains $27.8 billion for Public and Indian housing ($1.4 billion over last year), including $19.5 billion for Section 8 Tenant-based rental assistance ($1.4 billion over last year). Also included is $8.6 billion for Community Planning and Development programs ($111 million more than last year), which includes programs such as Community Development Block Grants (CDBG). 
 “Sustainability and Livability” - 

Republicans on the Appropriations committee are concerned with the cost of new and untested “sustainability and livability” programs funded in the bill. In fact, to date, neither the Administration nor the Democrat majority has provided an adequate description or definition of these terms. Yet, the bill contains $527 million for “livability” initiatives in DOT, and $150 million in “sustainability” programs in HUD.
Undesignated Discretionary Funds:
The Republican Conference has committed to a one year moratorium on earmark requests. Because of this, 

discretionary highway and transit funds that do not have a specific designation in the bill – usually provided by member requests – will be distributed through new boutique grant programs with hand-picked recipients chosen by the Secretary of Transportation. To address this concern, Appropriations Republicans offered an amendment in Committee to allow these funds to go out by formula to all states, but the amendment was defeated by Committee Democrats. 
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