House Appropriations Committee, Republicans

Ranking Member Jerry Lewis 


Website address: http://republicans.appropriations.house.gov 
July 8, 2009

Contact: Jennifer Hing, (202) 226-7007
Fact Sheet: Fiscal Year 2010 Military Construction – Veterans Affairs Appropriations Bill (H.R. 3082)
The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Military Construction and Veterans Affairs bill contains a total of $76.5 billion, which is a 5% increase over last year and $229 million over the President’s request for these programs. 

The bill provides critical funding needed for military construction and family housing for our troops and their families and other quality of life construction projects, and provides funding for all of the programs that the Department of Veterans Affairs and the Related Agencies in this bill have asked for in the budget request, and more. 
However, compared to other Appropriations bills, this legislation contains a significantly smaller increase than non-defense, non-veterans spending discretionary spending bills - which average an additional 12% over last year’s levels. 

It is a serious concern that funding for important national security priorities - like those funded in this bill - are being put on the back burner to provide massive, double digit increases in other areas. In fact, the budget allocations approved by House Democrats this year contain a 12% average increase in non-defense domestic and international spending. This is on top of the massive spending that Democrats have passed in the last two fiscal years. When all appropriations bills from FY 2007 to FY 2009 are combined, overall Appropriations spending has increased 41% in just two years, and non-defense spending has increased 85%.
Bill Highlights/Concerns:

Military Construction:

The bill provides $14.2 billion in funding for military construction, which is $1.2 billion over last year’s level. This will fund new construction projects, improvements, and planning and design for a variety of military facilities including operations, training, and medical care.

Veterans Affairs:

The bill contains a total of $108.9 billion in funding for the Department of Veterans Affairs, which is an increase of $14.5 billion or 15.4% over last year’s level. This will provide funding for Veterans’ programs, including compensation for veterans and survivors, pension payments for disabled veterans, widows, and children, housing credits, training and tuition assistance, and Veterans’ medical care and treatment. 
Addressing Unfunded Requirements: 

The bill includes significant increases for critical military programs, including a $200 million increase to address unfunded requirements for the Army and Air National Guard, and for the reserve forces of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, and Air Force. 

BRAC 2005

The BRAC 2005 program is fully funded at the President’s request of $7.5 billion. This funding is essential to ensure that the Department of Defense can work towards meeting the statutory deadline of September 15, 2011 for this program.
Advance Appropriations for Veterans Medical Programs:
The bill contains $48.2 billion for advance appropriations for medical services, medical support and compliance, and medical facilities, which is $3.7 billion - or 8% - above the amount included for fiscal year 2010 in the bill.  While this will ensure that our veterans have full access to their medical care needs regardless of where we stand in the annual appropriations process, this funding mechanism must be properly managed and be subject to stringent oversight by Congress.   
Veterans Affairs Information Technology Program:

The bill includes $3.307 billion for VA Information Technology (IT), which is an increase of $833 million above the fiscal year 2009 enacted level, or it is an increase of $559 million above the fiscal year 2009 level when reprogramming action is taken into consideration. This large increase is a serious concern. This program has been criticized by the GAO and the Veterans’ Affairs IG because of its inability to effectively manage its resources, and the VA’s Assistant Secretary for IT has reported that there are a number of VA IT programs that are more than 13 months behind schedule and more than 50 percent over budget.  
American Battle Monuments Commission:

The bill provides $61.8 million for the Battle Monuments Commission, which is an increase of $2.3 million over last year. The commission is responsible for the administration, operations, and management of cemeteries and war memorials around the world that honor the achievements and sacrifices of those who have served in the American Armed Forces. 
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