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This year marks the first time in modern history that the House failed to pass a budget. On top of this, the inability of this Democrat Congress to enact any of the 12 annual Appropriations bills to provide funding for the federal government represents an epic collapse of the budget process, and a total dereliction of duty by Democrat leaders.
Due to this historic failure, a Continuing Resolution (CR) will be necessary to continue government operations past the end of the fiscal year, which expires on September 30. The sole purpose of a CR is to temporarily continue the activities of government at the absolute minimum level necessary until work on the fiscal year 2011 spending bills can be completed. The CR unveiled by the Senate will continue government operations through December 3rd.
Republican Oppose Unnecessary High Spending Levels in the CR:

Republicans on the House Appropriations Committee oppose any CR that contains unnecessary or extraneous funding. In addition, Committee Republicans have called for a CR that represents a reduction in government spending from the current, exorbitantly high spending levels. 
· The CR unveiled today by Senate Democrats fails to provide responsible spending reductions across the federal government. 

· The CR continues the unsustainable, high rate of spending passed by the Democrat majority last year. This includes the higher baselines in many federal agency budgets that have been bolstered by unnecessary and ineffective “stimulus” dollars. 
· Republicans have and will advocate for real spending cuts to get our nation back onto a sustainable and responsible budget path.  The Obama White House has proposed a FY 2011 fiscal year budget which includes nearly $1.13 trillion in total discretionary spending. In contrast, Republicans have proposed a plan to cut spending back to pre-bailout and pre-stimulus 2008 levels, which would save the taxpayers nearly $100 billion. 
· The American people don't want and cannot afford more of the same kind of out-of-control and reckless spending that has put our nation into record debt and slowed our economic recovery.
The CR Fails to Include a Common-Sense Exception for National Security:

· While the CR should not include extraneous provisions, there should be common-sense exemptions related to national security. This CR ignores an important provision – passed by the House – to strengthen national security by prohibiting Guantanamo detainees from being transferred into the U.S. Without this provision, detainees will continue to be allowed into the U.S. if they meet certain criteria. 
Once Again, Back Room Deals and Rule Bending Surround Spending Legislation:

· The lack of transparency and oversight surrounding the CR is disturbing. No one – except perhaps a handful of Democrat leaders and staff – will have the chance to read the legislation that must be brought to a vote before Thursday. No details of the bill were even released until late Tuesday afternoon, and various provisions have continued to change. Republicans have consistently advocated for a more accountable and fair process by which Members of Congress and the public have at least three days to read legislation before a vote is called. 
· In addition, the measure was introduced in the Senate first on the shell of a House-passed Foreign Operations funding bill – which circumvents the democratic process provided for in the Constitution and goes against all precedents related to Appropriations measures, which traditionally start in the Peoples’ House. 
· It is clear that this procedure is an attempt by the Democrat majority to continue their high levels of spending by circumventing the rules and keeping the details secret until the last possible minute, and by avoiding Republicans amendments for spending cuts.

Passing the CR Marks the End of the Session…Without a Vote on Job-Killing Tax Increases:
As the last must-pass bill, the CR represents the likely end to this legislative session. It is utterly irresponsible for the Democrat majority to pack up for the elections without any action to prevent the harmful tax increases that are on the horizon. The failure by Speaker Pelosi and the Democrat majority to allow a fair vote on these tax increases is a completely irresponsible, and will serve to foster even more economic uncertainty for American families and businesses. 
#####
