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Transit Infrastructure Projects 

Department of Transportation (DOT) 
Guidelines and Requirements for Appropriations Submissions 

Programmatic and language requests are due by 6:00 pm on Wednesday, May 1, 2024 
CPF submission deadline is 6:00 pm on Friday, May 3, 2024 

Members must post CPF requests on their websites on Friday, May 17, 2024 
 
Transit Infrastructure Projects are public transportation capital projects eligible under chapter 
53 of title 49 of the United States Code. All projects must be: 
 

1. Transit capital projects or project-specific planning1 for a transit capital project; 
2. Supported by the state, local governmental authority, or Tribal government that 

would administer the project. Inclusion in a Statewide Transportation Improvement 
Plan (STIP) or Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) would satisfy this 
requirement; and 

3. Sponsored by designated or direct recipients, States (including territories and the 
District of Columbia), local, or tribal governmental authorities. 

 
Public transportation or transit is defined in section 5302(15) and (22) of title 49, United States 
Code, as regular, continuing shared-ride surface transportation that is open to the general 
public or open to a segment of the general public defined by age, disability, or low income, 
and does not include intercity passenger rail transportation, intercity bus service, charter bus 
service, school bus service, sightseeing service, courtesy shuttle service for patrons of one or 
more specific establishments, or intra-terminal or intra-facility shuttle services. 
 
The Subcommittee will not fund activities that are administrative in nature even if they are 
eligible expenses under the statutory citation. These include but are not limited to general 
operating expenses, joint development projects, and planning activities authorized under 
sections 5303, 5304, and 5305 of title 49, United States Code. 
 
Additionally, most projects will be subject to various Federal requirements such as competition 
in contracting, Buy America, and the National Environmental Policy Act. The Committee 
strongly encourages Members’ offices to reach out to the project sponsor (i.e., transit agency) to 
determine the eligibility and viability of their projects.  
 
The Subcommittee will continue to treat the Capital Investment Grants (CIG) program as 
programmatic requests and will not fund CIG projects under Transit Infrastructure Projects. 
Any projects for which the sponsor is seeking or will seek a CIG grant will not be considered. 

 
1 For capital projects, eligible planning expenses are limited to pre-construction activities such as final design, 
engineering, location surveying, mapping, and acquiring right of way (ROWs). 
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For each Transit Infrastructure Project request, Members will need to provide specific 
information through the electronic database. The database will include the following 
questions to assist the Subcommittee in vetting and selecting projects. The Chair may require 
additional information from your office. 
 
Demonstration of Community Support: 
Projects must have substantial evidence of community support to be considered for funding. 
Community support documentation can include letters from elected officials and community 
groups, local transportation or community development plans, publications (including news 
articles), and any other documents that demonstrate public support for the project. 
 
Community Project Funding (CPF) Questions for Transit Infrastructure Projects: 
 

1. Project Name. 
 

A short name by which the project may be identified, including a very brief description 
of what the funds will be used for and the project’s location. The project name and 
location will be used to list the project in the House Report and must be accurate to 
ensure funds are provided to the correct project and location. Any changes after 
enactment will require additional legislative action. 

 
EXAMPLE: West Elm Paratransit Fleet Replacement. 

 
2. Project Recipient. 

 
EXAMPLE: West Elm Public Transportation Authority 

 
3. General description and scope of project, including benefits and explanation for 

why project is a priority. 
 

EXAMPLE: The West Elm Paratransit Fleet Replacement will replace 12 gasoline 
powered cutaway paratransit vehicles with 12 Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) 
paratransit vehicles in the city of Green Bay to accommodate the most vulnerable 
population. The gasoline buses are at or beyond their useful life. The funding will also be 
used to install a CNG fueling station located at the West Elm’s maintenance facility. The 
new CNG paratransit vehicles will require training current employees on this new 
technology in order to assist with operations and maintenance of the fleet. Safety is the 
primary benefit of the project as it provides ADA accessible vehicles for older adults and 
people with disabilities. A safe, reliable, and comfortable transportation is critical for this 
population. These vehicles will carry multiple passengers to employment, education, 
healthcare, and recreational locations. It is a priority for the West Elm Public 
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Transportation Authority given the limited resources they have to fully fund the 
paratransit procurement. 

 
4. Total project cost. 

 
Provide the total estimated cost of the project. If outlined in the STIP or TIP, provide that 
amount unless estimated project costs have increased. If project costs have increased, 
provide a justification. 

 
5. Has the project completed the required review(s) under the National 

Environmental Protection Act (NEPA)? If yes, what is the status and/or outcome 
of the NEPA review?  
 
Projects must complete NEPA before beginning construction/procurement to receive 
federal funding, including CPFs. 
 

6. Does the project have other public (federal, state, local) and/or private funds 
committed to meet match or cost-share requirements for capital projects? 
 
The cost-share requirements are defined in statute. In general, transit capital projects 
typically require 20 percent non-federal share. 

 
EXAMPLE: Local sales taxes are committed for 25 percent of the project. 

 
7. If the project receives less than requested for the transit infrastructure projects, 

are there additional sources of Federal or non-Federal funding available to 
deliver the full scope presented in the submitted application? If not, and the full 
scope cannot be completed with that reduced award, please describe the revised 
version of the project with a reduced scope, including revised costs. 

 
EXAMPLE: Yes, however, the project will not be able to proceed immediately without the 
total amount. The West Elm Public Transportation Authority anticipates using FY24 
formula funds to make up the shortfall if there are no other federal grant opportunities 
available. 

 
8. Does the project intend to apply for any DOT discretionary programs before 

proceeding?  If yes, will the project sponsor still proceed if not selected? 
 
EXAMPLE: Yes, the transit agency anticipates submitting an application for the FY24 Low 
or No Emission Grant Program before the April NOFO deadline. If they are not selected as 
a grant awardee for the Low or No Emission Grant Program, the West Elm Public 
Transportation Authority will still proceed using their formula funds. 
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9. Provide a history of federal funding for the project, if any. Include formula funds 
and any discretionary grants. 

 
EXAMPLE: FY22 FTA Buses and Bus Facilities Discretionary Grant: $100,000; FY23 
FTA Formula Funds: $25,000. 

 
10. Where is the project in the construction process? 

 
Drop down options in the database will include: Planning and Environmental Review, Final 
Design, RFP/IFB Issued, Contract Awarded, Capital Purchase or Lease, Construction, and 
Other (please specify). 

 
11. Estimated start and completion dates. 

 
12. Is the project currently on a state, tribal or territorial transportation 

improvement plan (STIP) or a transportation improvement plan (TIP) as of 
12/31/2023? If yes, provide a link to the plan. 
 

13. Provide the STIP or TIP ID Number and specify which plan the ID Number 
comes from. 
 
EXAMPLE: See below – the North Carolina STIP, ID Number R-5809 H141741. 

 

 
The STIP or TIP also can be used for the location/description of a project, the total project 
cost, and information about where funding comes from. 
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TEMPLATE FOR MEMBER FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE CERTIFICATIONS AND 
FEDERAL NEXUS STATEMENTS 

 
To comply with House rule XXIII, clause 17, and Committee guidance, below is suggested text 
for a statement of Federal nexus and a financial disclosure certification to accompany each 
Community Project Funding request: 

 
 

Dear Chairman Cole and Ranking Member DeLauro: 
 

I am requesting funding for  [project] in fiscal year 2025. The entity to 
receive   funding   for   this  project  is   ,   located  at 
  (address including street name, city, state and zip code). 
The funding would be used for  .  The project is an appropriate 
use of taxpayer funds because  . 

The project has a Federal nexus because the funding provided is for purposes 
authorized by chapter 53 of title 49 of the United States Code. 

I certify that I have no financial interest in this project, and neither does anyone in my 
immediate family. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

Member of Congress 
 
 
These statements must be on letterhead and must be signed by the Member. Members must post 
these letters publicly on their website on Friday, May 17, 2024. Please prepare the certification 
on letterhead and upload a PDF of the signed document to the request database. 

 

Questions: If you have any questions about Community Project Funding eligible for Transit 
Infrastructure Projects, please email TH.MemberRequests@mail.house.gov and include “Transit 
Infrastructure Projects” in the subject line. 

mailto:TH.MemberRequests@mail.house.gov
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