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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE BILL

The Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies Sub-
committee has jurisdiction over numerous agencies responsible for
enforcing trade laws; promoting U.S. economic interests; bolstering
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innovation and manufacturing; forecasting the weather; combating
drug trafficking, violent crime, financial fraud, terrorism, espio-
nage, and cybercrime; exploring space; and advancing science. The
activities of these agencies and offices impact nearly every Amer-
ican and are integral to the operations of our Government.

The Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2027, provides a total of $77,341,000,000 in discre-
tionary budget authority for fiscal year 2027. Within this amount,
non-defense spending totals $70,107,000,000 and defense spending
totals $7,234,000,000. To reduce the size of the Federal Govern-
ment and ensure that agencies funded herein are focused on mis-
sions that serve the American people without wasting and abusing
hard-earned tax dollars, this bill prioritizes funding for critical
agencies.

FUNDING AGENCIES AT FISCALLY RESPONSIBLE LEVELS

To support investments in Federal priorities such as national se-
curity, law enforcement in our communities, and administering just
detention and correctional systems, the bill right-sizes agencies and
programs by scaling back unsustainable spending levels and cut-
ting programs that have become agency slush funds and social jus-
tice initiatives. In addition, the bill continues funding, at fiscally
responsible levels, for trade enforcement, economic development,
innovation and manufacturing initiatives, efforts to protect the se-
curity and rights of all Americans, fundamental scientific research,
and space exploration. Many agencies with important missions are
subject to reductions, because Congress must act immediately to re-
verse the unsustainable growth of the Federal Government. Lim-
ited funding increases in the bill are focused on key national inter-
ests, including combating the scourge of fentanyl and safeguarding
national security to counter China’s growing influence. In addition
to countering the unchecked and reckless growth of the Federal
Government, the Committee is determined to reduce the negative
impact of the Federal Government on Americans’ lives.

MAINTAINING DOMINANCE OVER CHINA AND ADVANCING AMERICAN
LEADERSHIP IN SPACE

The bill includes funding for the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA), to support the critical Artemis program
and continued American leadership in space.

National Aeronautics and Space Administration.—The bill sus-
tains the fiscal year 2026 enacted level of funding for NASA of
$24,438,336,000 and commends NASA on a successful Artemis II
crewed launch and mission. Artemis II’'s success represents the be-
ginning of a new era of American human space exploration, wit-
nessed around the world. To continue advancing the Artemis Cam-
paign and U.S. leadership in space, the bill:

e Provides strong funding supporting the Artemis Campaign
architecture, including the Space Launch System and Orion
crew vehicle;

e Continues funding for critical science missions that ad-
vance the understanding of the solar system,;

e Supports critical investments in aeronautics research pro-
grams to improve aircraft efficiencies and innovation; and
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e Advances American leadership in low-Earth orbit by fully
funding the International Space Station, the new generation of
American low-Earth orbit stations, and the U.S. Deorbit Vehi-
cle.

FIGHTING FRAUD

To bring to justice nefarious actors that defraud the Government
and unlawfully abuse American taxpayer dollars, the bill fully sup-
ports the Department of Justice’s (DOJ) National Fraud Enforce-
ment Division. For far too long, fraudsters operated in the shad-
ows. The bill provides $30,000,000 to the National Fraud Enforce-
ment Division to ensure resources are available to hunt down and
prosecute the misuse of hard-earned dollars.

SUPPORTING STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT

In order to support the men and women that serve and protect
communities across the nation, the bill makes significant invest-
ments in programs to bolster State and local law enforcement ef-
forts including the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance
Grant program and the Community Oriented Policing Services
(COPS) Hiring program. In total, the bill provides State and Local
Law Enforcement Activities $4,151,544,000.

SUPPORTING SECOND AMENDMENT RIGHTS

Second Amendment rights for all Americans continue to be a
hallmark for the Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science, and
Related Agencies. This bill strongly supports this right by:

e Incorporating restrictions to address the previous Adminis-
tration’s overreach at the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives (ATF) and eliminates wasteful and potentially
unlawful programs and activities at the agency;

e Fully supporting the Second Amendment Section office
within DOJ;

e Prohibiting the use of funds to enforce numerous previous
i‘)ulemakings, including, but not limited to ATF’s rules on pistol

races;

e Addressing the ATF’s treatment of Federal firearms licens-
ees (FFLs) while ensuring it stays focused on its mission of
serving the industries it regulates; and

e Prioritizing meaningful reductions in National Firearms
Act (NFA) processing times.

RESOURCES TO COMBAT FENTANYL

The fentanyl crisis is unlike any other drug problem in U.S. his-
tory. It is plaguing our towns, cities, States, and country. Prac-
tically speaking, fentanyl deaths are more akin to mass poisonings
than drug overdoses. Addressing the fentanyl crisis and the role of
transnational criminal organizations (T'COs) in drug trafficking is
a top priority for both the Committee and this Congress. The bill
increases the DOdJ’s Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) by
$243,260,000, or 9 percent above the fiscal year 2026 enacted level
to $2,823,600,000.

The bill also includes $483,735,000 for the DOJ’s Interagency
Law Enforcement account to enhance multi-agency efforts to com-
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bat TCOs and reduce the availability of illicit drugs by identifying,
dismantling, and prosecuting drug trafficking and money laun-
dering operations. For State and local assistance to address
fentanyl, the bill includes $406,000,000 for Comprehensive Addic-
tion and Recovery Act grants, of which:

e $30,000,000 is for dedicated to local and regional efforts to
prevent substance use and misuse in support of organizations
doing the hard work of countering opioid use at the local level;
and

e $35,000,000 is for the Prescription Drug Monitoring Pro-
gram (PDMP).

SUPPORTING THE BUREAU OF PRISONS AND THE UNITED STATES
MARSHALS SERVICE

To support incarceration and the correctional workers respon-
sible for the nation’s inmate population, the bill provides
$8,225,000,000 for Bureau of Prisons (BOP) Salaries and Expenses
which is $125,000,000 above the fiscal year 2026 enacted level. It
also rejects the request to rescind funding for a new Federal Cor-
rectional Institute in Letcher, Kentucky. The bill also provides
$4,745,363,000 for the United States Marshals Service (USMS)
which is $799,363,000 above the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

OVERSIGHT AND BUDGET REVIEW

In furtherance of the Committee’s oversight responsibilities and
to protect hard-earned taxpayer dollars, the Committee has in-
cluded language that:

¢ Requires quarterly reporting of unobligated balances.

e Requires agencies procuring sensitive information tech-
nology systems to conduct supply chain risk assessments.

e Requires contractors and grantees receiving more than
$5,000,000 to certify that they are not delinquent on their Fed-
eral taxes.

¢ Requires agencies to submit spending plans for the Com-
mittee’s review.

¢ Requires agencies to notify the Committee of project cost
overruns and mitigation plans.

Paper Reduction Efforts.—The Committee urges the Department
of Commerce, DOJ, NASA, and the National Science Foundation
(NSF) to work with the Office of Management and Budget (OMB)
to reduce printing and reproduction costs and directs each agency
to report to the Committee, no later than 60 days after the enact-
ment of this Act, on the steps it has taken to achieve this goal. The
report should specifically identify how much funding each agency
expects to save by implementing these measures.

Performance Measures.—The Committee directs each of the agen-
cies funded by this Act to comply with title 31 of the United States
Code, including the development of their organizational priority
goals and outcomes such as performance outcome measures, output
measures, efficiency measures, and customer service measures. The
Committee further directs agencies funded in this Act to report on
their plans to comply with the requirements of title 31 of the
[{lni‘fd States Code no later than 90 days after the enactment of
the Act.
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Timely Responses to Committee Inquiries and Reporting Dead-
lines.—The Committee directs each of the agencies funded by this
Act to respond to all Questions for the Record and requests for re-
ports or briefings described in this report by the designated dead-
line with all required information.

Federal Employee Conduct.—Public service is a public trust that
requires Federal employees to place ethical principles above private
gain. The Code of Federal Regulations (5 Fed. Reg. 2635.101) speci-
fies the basic obligation of public service. Each of the agencies
funded in the Act shall ensure their employees understand and are
in compliance with this obligation.

REPROGRAMMING PROCEDURES

Section 505 of the bill contains language concerning the re-
programming of funds between programs, projects, and activities.
The Committee reminds the departments and agencies funded in
this bill that the reprogramming process is based on comity be-
tween the Congress and the Executive Branch. This process is in-
tended to provide departments and agencies enough flexibility to
meet changing circumstances and emergent requirements not
known at the time of congressional review of the budget while pre-
serving congressional priorities and intent. In the absence of comity
and respect for the prerogatives of the Appropriations Committees
and the Congress in general, the Committee may opt to include
specific program limitations and details in legislation and remove
language providing the flexibility to reallocate funds. Under these
circumstances, programs, projects, and activities become absolutes
and the Executive Branch shall lose the ability to propose changes
in the use of appropriated funds except through legislative action.
Each department and agency funded in this Act shall follow the di-
rections set forth in this bill and this report and shall not reallo-
cate resources or reorganize activities except as provided herein.
Reprogramming procedures shall apply to funds provided in this
Act, unobligated balances from previous appropriations Acts that
are available for obligation or expenditure in fiscal year 2027, and
non-appropriated resources such as fee collections that are used to
meet program requirements in fiscal year 2027. As specified in sec-
tion 505, the Committee expects that the Appropriations Sub-
committees on Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies of
the House and Senate will be notified by letter a minimum of 30
days prior to any reprogramming of funds that—

(1) creates or initiates a new program, project, or activity;

(2) eliminates a program, project, or activity;

(3) increases funds or personnel by any means for any project or
activity for which funds have been denied or restricted;

(4) relocates an office or employees;

(5) reorganizes or renames offices, programs, or activities;

(6) contracts out or privatizes any functions or activities pres-
ently performed by Federal employees;

(7) augments existing programs, projects, or activities more than
$500,000 or 5 percent, whichever is less, or reduces by 5 percent
funding for any program, project, or activity, or numbers of per-
sonnel by 5 percent; or
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(8) results from any general savings, including savings from a re-
duction in personnel, which would result in a change in existing
programs, projects, or activities as approved by Congress.

Any reprogramming request shall include any out-year budgetary
impacts and a separate accounting of program or mission impacts
on estimated carryover funds. The Committee further expects any
department or agency funded in this bill that plans a reduction-in
force to notify the Committee by letter at least 30 days in advance
of the date of any such planned personnel action.

RELATIONSHIP WITH BUDGET AND COMPTROLLER OFFICES

Through the years the Appropriations Committee has channeled
most of its inquiries and requests for information and assistance
through the budget offices or comptroller organizations of the var-
ious departments, agencies, and commissions. Such relationships
are necessary to accomplish the work of the Committee. While the
Committee reserves the right to call upon all organizations in the
departments, agencies, and commissions for information and assist-
ance, the primary contact between the Committee and these enti-
ties must be through the budget offices and comptroller organiza-
tions, or through a legislative affairs unit designated by the Com-
mittee to work on appropriations and budget matters.

The workload generated in the budget process is large and grow-
ing; therefore, a positive, responsive relationship between the Com-
mittee and the budget and/or comptroller offices is essential for the
Committee to fulfill the constitutional appropriations responsibil-
ities of Congress.

TITLE I
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

INTERNATIONAL TRADE ADMINISTRATION
OPERATIONS AND ADMINISTRATION

The recommendation includes $440,000,000 in total resources for
the International Trade Administration (ITA). This amount is off-
set by $20,000,000 in estimated fee collections, resulting in a direct
appropriation of  $420,000,000. The recommendation is
$142,000,000 below the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Travel and Tourism.—The
recommendation includes up to $3,500,000 to carry out activities
associated with sections 604 and 605 of the Visit America Act, Pub-
lic Law 117-328.

Antidumping and Countervailing Duties (AD/CVD) Evasion.—
The Committee applauds ITA’s commitment to protecting Ameri-
cans from wunfair trade practices, such as dumping and
countervailable subsidies. The Committee directs ITA to submit a
report, no later than 180 days after the enactment of this Act, out-
lining ITA’s efforts to counteract the use of third countries for
transshipment by state-backed industries and producers to evade
U.S. AD/CVD laws. Within the report, the Committee encourages
ITA to recommend congressional actions that would be beneficial to
counteracting AD/CVD evasion.
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American Al Exports Program.—The Committee applauds the
Administration’s decision to develop and implement the American
Al Exports Program. The Committee believes that the success of
the Program depends on ITA’s ability to pursue an expansive im-
plementation approach that includes the domestic manufacturing
ecosystem essential to the production of Al technologies. The Com-
mittee directs ITA to incorporate semiconductor manufacturing
technologies, mature-node semiconductors, and energy and environ-
mental control technologies into the Program’s scope. The Com-
mittee encourages the coordination of resources and expertise from
across the Department of Commerce in the execution of the Pro-
gram.

United States-India Trade.—The Committee directs the Sec-
retary of Commerce, in coordination with relevant Federal part-
ners, to submit to the Committee not later than 270 days after the
enactment of this Act, a report assessing the value of United
States-India trade to the United States economy. The report should
include analysis on the number of Americans employed as a result
of the trade partnership and its impact regionally and by business
sector. In addition, it should identify barriers to trade and invest-
ment, evaluate the progress of relevant trade initiatives, and make
recommendations to strengthen fair and reciprocal trade consistent
with the United States’ economic and strategic interests.

Rules of Origin and Free Trade Agreements (FTAs).—The Com-
mittee acknowledges ITA’s role in educating United States export-
ers on rules of origin and regional value concepts to help them
qualify for preferential treatment under FTAs. The Committee
notes that inconsistent understanding of rules of origin across the
supply chain increases compliance risk, undermines confidence in
FTA utilization, and may expose U.S. exporters to retroactive duty
assessments and enforcement actions. The Committee directs ITA
to develop a strategy to broaden its education efforts related to
rules of origin beyond exporters to include the upstream supply
chain. The strategy shall include measurable outreach targets, dig-
ital training modules, and coordination with industry associations
and trusted trader programs. The Committee directs ITA to finalize
and provide a briefing on this strategy no later than 180 days after
the enactment of this Act.

Shipbuilding and Maintenance Supply Chain.—The Committee
notes the economic and strategic importance of the U.S. ship-
building and maintenance sector and awaits the related report re-
quired by the Joint Explanatory Statement accompanying Public
Law 119-74. The Committee directs ITA, within 90 days of the en-
actment of this Act, to submit a follow-up report on the economic
feasibility to manufacture the parts and components identified in
the aforementioned report. This follow up report shall include an
analysis of existing U.S. manufacturing capacity for the parts and
components, including pipe spool/block fabrication plants; previous
Federal incentives that supported the commercial viability of those
U.S. manufacturers; and recommendations for new financial fund-
ing or incentives that would support new investments in the
United States.

Essential Medical Products.—The United States’ manufacturing
capacity for essential medical products is at serious risk due to or-
ganized efforts by Chinese manufacturers to enter the U.S. market.
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The current shift toward purchasing Chinese-made health care
supplies is drastic and occurring at a pace that will leave U.S. hos-
pitals dependent on Chinese supplied products. The Committee
supports efforts to address this issue and protect national security
and vulnerable domestic supply chains for critical industries, such
as those that supply critical medical supplies like needles and sy-
ringes. The Committee directs ITA, in collaboration with other
agencies as appropriate, to provide a briefing, no later than 90 days
after the enactment of this Act, on ITA’s supply chain analysis and
risk assessments related to the domestic medical supply chain, and
how the Department’s industry analysis can inform policy actions
to resolve medical supply chain challenges.

BUREAU OF INDUSTRY AND SECURITY
OPERATIONS AND ADMINISTRATION

The recommendation includes $450,000,000 for the Bureau of In-
dustry and Security (BIS), which is $215,000,000 above the fiscal
year 2026 enacted level.

Technical Advisory Committees (TACs).—The Committee recog-
nizes that export controls developed in consultation with U.S. in-
dustry are more likely to be clear, technically sound, precisely tar-
geted, and effective at advancing national security objectives with-
out imposing unnecessary costs on American companies and work-
ers. The TACs established under the Export Control Reform Act
are among the only formal mechanisms through which industry
can provide BIS with real-world technical expertise, market intel-
ligence, and feedback on the practical impact of proposed and exist-
ing controls. The Committee is concerned that TACs and other in-
dustry consultation forums have been underutilized in recent
years, even as BIS has undertaken significant new policies affect-
ing the U.S. industrial base. The Committee encourages BIS to in-
crease its engagement with industry through the regular and
meaningful use of TACs and other consultation forums. The Com-
mittee directs BIS to provide a report no later than 180 days after
the enactment of this Act on steps taken to strengthen industry
consultation in the development and implementation of export con-
trol policies.

IT and Data Improvement.—The recommendation includes not
less than $16,000,000 for BIS to complete IT modernization and
data integration to support export control enforcement and admin-
istration, of which, not less than $5,000,000 is for the procurement
and deployment of commercial datasets, data fusion, and data shar-
ing capabilities. This effort shall integrate commercial intelligence
with Federal export records and any other necessary data to estab-
lish, to the extent practicable, the chain of custody for controlled
items, with a priority on advanced semiconductors. As part of this
effort, BIS is directed to coordinate with U.S. Customs and Border
Protection to address data limitations within the Automated Ex-
port System (AES), such that the AES captures the full Export
Control Classification Number and subparagraph for all controlled
items. The Committee expects BIS to utilize these new data re-
sources to develop advanced regulatory concepts capable of address-
ing evolving evasion patterns.
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Multilateralization and Enforcement of Export Controls.—The
Committee recognizes the importance of international outreach and
end-use monitoring to achieve effective multilateralization and en-
forcement of U.S. export controls. The Committee supports the hir-
ing of additional Export Control Officers (ECOs), increased ECO
end-use checks abroad, and efforts by BIS to promote international
alignment of export control policies.

EcoNoMIC DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION

The recommendation includes $322,500,000 for the programs and
administrative expenses of the Economic Development Administra-
tion (EDA), which is $143,500,000 below the fiscal year 2026 en-
acted level.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

The recommendation includes $256,500,000 for Economic Devel-
opment Assistance Programs (EDAP). The recommendation distrib-
utes the funds as follows:

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

(In thousands of dollars)

Amount
Program ($000)

Economic Adjustment Assistance 39,500
Assistance to Coal Communities 90,000
Assistance to Indigenous Communities 5,000
Regional Innovation Program Grants 50,000
RECOMPETE Pilot Program 31,000
Regional Technology Innovation Hubs 41,000

Total, Economic Development Assistance Programs 256,500

Economic Development Assistance Programs.—The fiscal year
2026 recommendations for EDAP reflect reduced congressional sup-
port.

Regional Innovation Program (RIP).—Within funds provided for
the Regional Innovation Program, also referred to as Build to
Scale, EDA shall award not less than 40 percent of grants to sup-
port rural communities.

Economic Assistance for Communities.—Economic and commu-
nity development funding provided by other agencies can have even
more impact if they are utilized in conjunction with other Federal
funding sources, such as EDA. The Committee therefore encour-
ages EDA to treat as acceptable funds any funding provided by
other Federal programs which are explicitly authorized to be used
for any required non-federal share of the cost of a project so that
funding from both agencies may be used, if necessary, and to the
extent permitted by law.

Coal Communities.—To diversify and enhance economic opportu-
nities within the Appalachian region and within other regions
across the country that have been economically impacted by job
losses in coal mining, plant operations, and related supply chains,
the agreement expects EDA to work creatively to transform historic
and transitioning coal communities.

New Markets Tax Credits.—The Committee encourages EDA to
work with other project financing sources such as the New Markets
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Tax Credits program in a more cooperative fashion. The New Mar-
kets Tax Credits program provides private capital into projects that
can also benefit from EDA investments. As such, EDA Regional Of-
fices should accommodate this private investment in a more flexi-
ble and cooperative manner, better enabling projects to utilize both
New Markets Tax Credits and EDA investments.

Capacity Building for Business Districts.—Business districts
drive entrepreneurship, local business ownership, economic growth,
and job creation. They are an essential part of the economic devel-
opment ecosystem for towns, cities, and rural communities. Local
business district organizations are well positioned to provide tech-
nical assistance to drive job creation and job retention in these
communities but often face significant challenges in accessing EDA
funds due to the relatively small scale and highly local scope of
their operations. To help overcome these challenges, increase effi-
ciency, and minimize administrative costs, the recommendation in-
cludes up to $5,000,000 for a Capacity Building for Business Dis-
tricts Pilot Program. EDA shall consider making competitive
awards to national nonprofit organizations with demonstrated ex-
perience supporting local business districts to provide capacity-
building grants, technical assistance, and training to local business
district organizations.

Promoting Economic Resilience.—The Committee recognizes the
importance of the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy
(CEDS) documents for economic resilience and ensuring regions
can deal with disruption, spur economic growth, and increase em-
ployment. The Committee encourages EDA to explore ways to help
communities with implementing their CEDS and connecting them
to relevant resources or support. The Committee also encourages
EDA to support counties and cities in working together to create
new Economic Development Districts to ensure better regional co-
ordination.

Aeronautics.—The Committee encourages EDA to consider eco-
nomic development opportunities in communities looking to expand
or bolster the presence of aeronautics-related industries, which are
a key driver of economic development in communities across the
nation.

Supporting Investments in Impoverished Communities.—The
Committee continues to support investments by EDA across the
country and notes the importance of EDA in assisting impoverished
areas. The Committee directs EDA where practicable to prioritize
applications from grantees in census tracts with a poverty rate of
at least 20 percent, as measured by the 2017-2021 5-year data se-
ries available from the American Community Survey of the Census
Bureau. The Committee encourages EDA to provide guidance to
prospective applicants who may serve these communities, and to
develop additional measures to increase the share of investments
in persistent poverty counties, high-poverty areas, and other im-
poverished communities across Department of Commerce grant
programs.

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

The recommendation includes $66,000,000 for EDA salaries and
expenses.
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MINORITY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
MINORITY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

The recommendation includes $13,500,000 for the Minority Busi-
ness Development Agency (MBDA), which is $36,500,000 below the
fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

Native Entities.—The recommendation includes not less than
$10,000,000 for grants to American Indian, Alaska Native, and Na-
tive Hawaiian entities qualified to provide business, financing, and
technical assistance services to Tribes and encourages MBDA to co-
ordinate with the Department’s Office of Native American Business
Development on these efforts.

ECONOMIC AND STATISTICAL ANALYSIS
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

The recommendation includes $119,500,000 for Economic and
Statistical Analysis, including up to $5,300,000 for the Office of the
Under Secretary for Economic Affairs, which is $1,500,000 above
the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

Commodity Checkoff Programs.—The Committee recognizes that
the Department’s Concrete Masonry Checkoff program is an indus-
try-led program funding the research and promotion of concrete
masonry products. The Committee encourages the Department to
maximize the effectiveness of its checkoff program by utilizing
available escrow funds, managing agency cost reimbursements or
developing other administrative remedies, where practicable, to en-
sure program resources are fully utilized for their intended pur-
pose. Furthermore, the Committee directs the Department to re-
port, within 60 days of the enactment of this Act, on its findings
regarding how to utilize escrow funds.

Weather Enterprise Economic Study.—The Committee directs the
Under Secretary for Economic Affairs, in coordination with the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, to provide a report
no later than 90 days after the enactment of this Act on the feasi-
bility of conducting an economic impact study of the United States
weather enterprise, as defined in 15 U.S.C. 8521(i)(7). The report
shall consider the feasibility of evaluating macroeconomic factors
such as contribution to Gross Domestic Product (GDP), employment
rates, and overall economic growth related to weather-focused ac-
tivities.

GDP in U.S. Territories.—The Committee is aware the Bureau of
Economic Analysis (BEA) announced it will no longer produce GDP
statistics for U.S. territories. The Committee directs BEA, in co-
ordination with the Bureau of the Census (Census), to provide a re-
port within 90 days of the enactment of this Act, on the methodo-
logical limitations preventing BEA from producing GDP estimates
for U.S. territories. The report should include the estimated cost for
BEA and Census to produce economic data for U.S. territories
using consistent stateside methodology.
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BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

The recommendation includes a total of $1,490,349,000 for the
Bureau of the Census, which is equal to the fiscal year 2026 en-
acted level.

CURRENT SURVEYS AND PROGRAMS

The recommendation includes $288,500,000 for Current Surveys
and Programs.

Improving Annual Poverty Data Collection.—The Committee rec-
ognizes that the cost of collecting data for the Current Population
Survey (CPS) to maintain current sample size and quality require-
ments has increased in recent years. The Committee encourages
Census, in coordination with the Bureau of Labor Statistics, to as-
sess the feasibility of combining CPS survey data with other
sources of information, such as administrative data and population
estimates, to produce estimates on topics of interest. The Com-
mittee also recognizes the interest in detailed poverty measures.
Within the funds provided, the Committee urges Census to in-
crease the sample size of the March supplement of the CPS. Addi-
tionally, the Committee recognizes the work of Census in deter-
mining the feasibility of expanding CPS to U.S. territories. The
Committee directs Census to review the feasibility of continued ex-
pansion and provide a briefing providing an update on these efforts
no later than 120 days after the enactment of this Act.

PERIODIC CENSUSES AND PROGRAMS

The recommendation includes $1,201,849,000 for Periodic Cen-
suses and Programs.

Census Digital Modernization.—The Committee supports Census
in its efforts to modernize digital services ahead of the 2030 Decen-
nial Census to ensure accurate, efficient, and secure responses from
every U.S. household. The Committee urges Census to continue
leveraging proven, secure, and scalable digital platforms and tools
that successfully supported prior decennial operations, and to adopt
modern content management, forms processing, analytics, and cus-
tomer-experience technologies that strengthen reliability, accessi-
bility, and public trust of decennial operations.

Data Analysis and Verification Phase.—The Committee encour-
ages Census to incorporate a Data Analysis and Verification Phase
early in the decennial census planning process. In carrying out
these activities, the Committee encourages Census to leverage ad-
vanced analytics capabilities and proven data-verification tools, in-
cluding those developed and deployed by experienced public and
private sector partners that have previously supported large-scale
data analysis and validation efforts. The Committee believes that
incorporating these capabilities during early decennial census plan-
ning will improve accuracy, enhance operational efficiency, and ul-
timately reduce costs to taxpayers while delivering a more reliable
decennial census.

Decennial Outreach Campaign.—The Committee directs Census
to submit a report, within 180 days of the enactment of this Act,
on the planned outreach campaign for the upcoming decennial cen-
sus and its role in ensuring an accurate 2030 Census. The report



13

should address how the outreach campaign will address the net
coverage errors that occurred in the 2020 Census.

NATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
ADMINISTRATION

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

The recommendation includes $46,000,000 for the salaries and
expenses of the National Telecommunications and Information Ad-
ministration (NTTA), which is $4,000,000 below the fiscal year 2026
enacted level.

Policy and Technical Training.—The recommendation includes
no less than $289,000 for NTIA to work with the Federal Commu-
nications Commission (FCC) and the Department of State to pro-
vide support for activities authorized under section 7 of Public Law
98-549. As part of these activities, the Committee encourages
NTIA to provide assistance and guidance in policy and technical
training to impart best practices to information technology profes-
sionals from developing countries.

911 Technical Assistance.—The Committee notes the role that
NTIA plays in the training of 911 professionals on new and emerg-
ing technologies. The Committee supports these efforts, and be-
lieves it is important to provide 911 call-takers the resources and
training needed to respond quickly and correctly to a variety of
emergency situations. As such, NTIA is encouraged to consider re-
establishing a grant program for this purpose.

Rural Broadband Coordination.—The Committee continues to
encourage NTIA to equally prioritize the deployment of the Nation-
wide Public Safety Broadband Network (NPSBN) in rural commu-
nities and in urban areas.

Office of Internet Connectivity and Growth.—The Committee re-
minds NTIA that, in accordance with the ACCESS BROADBAND
Act and Broadband Interagency Coordination Act of 2020 in Public
Law 116-260, Federal agencies that provide support for broadband
networks must coordinate with the Office of Internet Connectivity
and Growth, one another, and stakeholders that provide rural
broadband to identify and pursue ways to continue sustainable
broadband deployment and adoption, including how programs can
work in concert to that end, and to ensure that policies tied to or
adopted under one Federal program do not undermine the objec-
tives and functionality of another.

Modernization of Spectrum Coordination and Licensure.—The
Committee recognizes the rapidly evolving complexity and volume
of spectrum coordination requests that NTIA faces and is concerned
about the exacerbation of delays and existing Federal and commer-
cial constraints on spectrum caused by inefficient manual proc-
essing, outdated legacy software and maintenance, and the lack of
interoperability across systems. The Committee further recognizes
that modern software engineering infrastructure and artificial in-
telligence technologies could yield substantial efficiencies in spec-
trum licensing and coordination. The Committee encourages NTIA,
in coordination with the FCC, to explore opportunities to modernize
spectrum licensure and coordination infrastructure through the de-
ployment of novel, commercially available software and artificial
intelligence tools to enable more efficient, automated, and real-time
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capabilities. NTIA is directed to provide a report and briefing no
later than 180 days after the enactment of this Act on their find-
ings, including an analysis of the feasibility of deploying such
novel, commercially available software tools for real-time spectrum
licensure and coordination and the potential expansion to other
spectrum-using Federal entities.

Spectrum Report.—The Committee encourages the FCC and
NTIA to collaborate on strategies that address the spectrum needs
of all stakeholders, ensuring that commercial spectrum needs, in-
cluding licensed, unlicensed, and shared spectrum, are fully consid-
ered. NTIA shall submit a report within 90 days of the enactment
of this Act, detailing how it is coordinating with the FCC and ac-
counting for all commercial spectrum access models.

Broadband Access for Veteran-Dense Rural Communities.—The
Committee recognizes that rural veterans, particularly those with
service-connected disabilities, often face significant barriers to ac-
cessing health care, employment, education, and other essential
services due to inadequate broadband connectivity. The Committee
encourages NTIA, in administering funds under the Broadband Eq-
uity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) Program, to consider veteran
population density as part of its review of State proposals and over-
sight of implementation. The Committee directs NTIA to provide a
briefing within 120 days of the enactment of this Act detailing the
extent to which veteran population density was considered, the
number of BEAD-funded projects serving census tracts with above-
average veteran populations, and how BEAD-funded deployment is
expected to improve access to Department of Veterans Affairs tele-
health and other veteran-specific services.

Broadband Programs Barrier to Entry.—In administering its
broadband programs, NTIA is directed to consider the effect of sup-
ply chain, workforce shortages, and other known barriers such as
permit approvals to determine whether providers can reasonably
meet deployment deadlines. In the event NTIA determines these
factors unduly impact project commitments or will deter program
participation, the Administration shall use its discretionary author-
ity to provide waivers of such requirements and/or other relief.

Public Telecommunications Facilities Program (PTFP)—PTFP
previously provided matching grants to help local broadcasting sta-
tions build and maintain critical broadcast infrastructure and re-
cover from emergencies. The Committee believes there may be a
need for infrastructure support to maintain reliable service as sta-
tions face aging equipment and advancements in technology. The
Committee directs NTIA to provide a report no later than 90 days
after the enactment of this Act, on the state of this critical infra-
structure and assessing the potential role of NTIA in assisting local
stations in supporting reliable infrastructure operations through
PTFP or a similar program. The report shall include potential leg-
islative, regulatory, and administrative changes necessary for
NTIA to update PTFP to meet the modern broadcasting needs of
local stations.

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT AND CONSTRUCTION

The recommendation includes $1,000,000 for necessary expenses
for the design, construction, alteration, improvement, maintenance,
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and repair of buildings and facilities managed by NTIA, which is
equal to the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

The recommendation includes language making available to the
United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO)
$5,160,250,000, to be derived from offsetting fee collections esti-
mated for fiscal year 2027 by the Congressional Budget Office.

No Stolen Trademarks Honored in America Act.—The Committee
notes that with passage of the No Stolen Trademarks Honored in
America Act of 2023, Public Law 118-137, Cubaexport’s Havana
Club Rum trademark registration should undergo reexamination to
assess whether it should be removed from the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office registry.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF STANDARDS AND TECHNOLOGY

The recommendation includes $1,299,758,000 for the National In-
stitute of Standards and Technology (NIST), which is $547,378,000
below the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL RESEARCH AND SERVICES
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

The Committee recommends $1,000,000,000 for Scientific and
Technical Research and Services (STRS), which is $249,239,000
below the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

Forensic Sciences.—The recommendation includes $25,000,000
for forensic science research, including $2,000,000 for technical
merit studies to improve forensic science techniques.

Standards.—The Committee recognizes the criticality of NIST’s
work to advance measurement science and standards. The Com-
mittee encourages NIST to promote voluntary-based consensus
standards developed through a private sector-led process, domesti-
cally and internationally. The Committee notes that voluntary-
based consensus is the cornerstone of the United States standard-
ization system, serves as the basis for a sound national economy,
and is a key to global market access.

Addressing Wildfire Risks.—The recommendation includes up to
$7,560,000 for Wildfire and the Wildland-Urban Interface-related
research. The Committee directs NIST to continue developing im-
proved Wildland-Urban Interface risk exposure metrics and tools to
better assess and mitigate the fire vulnerability of structures to
protect at-risk communities.

National Vulnerabilities Database.—The Committee recognizes
the critical importance of NIST’s role in maintaining the National
Vulnerabilities Database, a vital resource in identifying, assessing,
and mitigating vulnerabilities in software systems, and enhancing
the overall security posture of our nation’s digital infrastructure.
The recommendation supports common vulnerabilities and expo-
sures analysis, and personnel to support database operations.
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Quantum Information Science and Technology.—The rec-
ommendation includes not less than the fiscal year 2026 enacted
level for Quantum Information Science and directs NIST to under-
take the activities authorized by Public Law 115-368. The Com-
mittee encourages NIST to devote resources to activities authorized
in section 302 of Public Law 115-368.

Quantum Cryptography.—The Committee encourages NIST to
address emerging threats, including quantum cryptography and the
challenges posed by quantum computing, by developing cryp-
tographic standards and technologies, including cryptographic algo-
rithms and quantum physics-based methods.

Center for Al Standards and Innovation (CAISI).—The Com-
mittee recognizes the importance of voluntary standards, testing,
and evaluation for advanced artificial intelligence systems. The
Committee provides up to $15,000,000 for CAISI to advance artifi-
cial intelligence research, standards development, and testing capa-
bilities. Within this amount, the Committee directs NIST to admin-
ister a grant program for hardware security and secure location
verification for Al chips. Based on findings from the grant program
and stakeholder consultation, NIST shall develop and publish vol-
untary standards and related guidance.

Lifecycle Security Framework.—The Committee recognizes the
rapid deployment of artificial intelligence systems across Federal
agencies and the associated cybersecurity, model integrity, and
operational risks. The Committee supports NIST’s continued Al ef-
forts through CAISI to advance Al research, standards, testing,
and evaluation. To help promote trust in Al technologies and boost
adoption, within 180 days of the enactment of this Act, NIST shall
create a voluntary, consensus-based framework that includes
guidelines for AI supply chain risk management, Al model valida-
tion, data protection and access controls, and continuous moni-
toring and testing, among others. NIST shall engage in consulta-
tionli with stakeholders for development and input on the frame-
work.

Open Source Al Safety.—The Committee recognizes that open-
source Al models play a critical role in promoting innovation and
competition. However, they may present distinct security and in-
tegrity risks. The Committee directs NIST to conduct a multi-
stakeholder process to examine security risks associated with open-
source artificial intelligence models such as model integrity, mali-
cious modification, supply chain compromise, and data leakage. As
part of this process, NIST shall identify best practices and develop
voluntary guidance on recommended security measures for the use,
development, and deployment of open-source AI models. The Com-
mittee directs NIST to make this guidance publicly available with-
in 180 days of the enactment of this Act. This effort should align
with the White House AI Action Plan to promote the responsible
use of open-source Al models, especially by small and medium-
sized businesses.

Small Business and AI.—The Committee directs NIST, in coordi-
nation with the Small Business Administration, to develop or iden-
tify resources to assist small businesses in addressing issues re-
lated to the use of artificial intelligence. Such resources should be
generally applicable, technology-neutral, and consistent with rel-
evant voluntary international standards. NIST shall ensure these
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resources are broadly disseminated to small businesses and shall
review and update them no less frequently than biennially.

Resources for Federal Agencies Adopting AI Systems.—The Com-
mittee urges NIST to continue developing additional voluntary
guidance and resources for Federal agencies adopting Al systems
and promulgating Al-related standards consistent with its author-
ity to develop and apply the Federal Information Processing Stand-
ards (FIPS) for Federal computing systems. The Committee urges
that such standards should follow existing Federal processes and
align with international standards to the furthest extent prac-
ticable. As part of this development, the Committee encourages
NIST to consider developing a risk profile of the AI risk manage-
ment framework for specific Federal systems.

Agentic Al Standards.—The Committee recognizes the criticality
of NIST’s work to advance measurement science and standards, in-
cluding in the area of AI and agentic AI. The Committee encour-
ages NIST to continue striving toward voluntary consensus among
industry, academia, government, and other stakeholders, including
with regard to security, data, and workflows, in areas such as docu-
mentation, testing, evaluation, validation, and verification. The
Committee notes that Al and agentic Al systems are increasingly
data-dependent, workflow-integrated, and autonomous in their op-
erations, and that the absence of clear, consensus-based standards
in these domains is a barrier to Al adoption by both public and pri-
vate sector organizations. The Committee supports NIST’s work to
create sector-specific standards which address these questions, in-
cluding for agentic Al

National Full-Scale Testing Initiative for Wind, Surge, and Wave
Events and Interagency Working Group.—The Committee directs
NIST to develop an interagency working group to further accelerate
research, the adoption of new technologies, and the establishment
of national standards and measurements to reduce losses and dis-
ruptions due to environmental-driven and natural hazards, in par-
ticular with wind, surge, and wave events. In forming this working
group, the Committee directs NIST to work with key relevant agen-
cies such as NSF, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration (NOAA), and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The rec-
ommendation also includes funds for the establishment of a NIST
Center of Excellence and Full-Scale Testing Center for Building
Technologies to support ongoing collaboration and initiatives to-
wards developing a full-scale testing infrastructure facility for com-
munity hardening in extreme wind, surge, and wave events. In cre-
ating this Center, the Committee directs NIST to work with rel-
evant extramural research institutions and industry partners, and
to establish the Center in coordination with an institution with a
multi-hazard research focus, including with a large-scale hurricane
simulator capable of generating full-scale hurricane wind speeds
with rain intrusion, and with established partnerships with key
relevant agencies such as NSF, NOAA, and the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers.

Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) Training for First Respond-
ers.—The Committee is aware of the pressing need for first re-
sponder training to educate, certify, and credential first responders
to employ UAS skills for crises and emergency management events.
The recommendation includes up to $8,000,000 for NIST to collabo-
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rate and facilitate credentialing with the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration (FAA) Center of Excellence for Unmanned Aircraft Sys-
tems Research (ASSURE) on course development, delivery, and
credentialing based on NIST’s standard test method.

Biosecurity and Synthetic Nucleic Acid Screening.—The rec-
ommendation provides up to $6,000,000 for NIST to develop and
validate technical standards and best practices for the biosecurity
screening of synthetic nucleic acid sequences. The Committee rec-
ognizes the importance of the technical standards led by NIST to
mitigate dual-use risks of synthetic nucleic acids. However, the
Committee remains concerned regarding potential biosecurity
vulnerabilities. In alignment with Executive Order 14292, the Com-
mittee directs the Department of Commerce to provide a briefing
within 180 days of the enactment of this Act on the current state
of screening adoption. This briefing shall include an assessment of
any gaps in existing legislative or administrative authority that
hinder the Department’s ability to ensure universal screening com-
pliance, as well as recommendations for potential frameworks to
provide the Department with the necessary oversight and enforce-
ment mechanisms to secure the domestic bioeconomy.

International Biotechnology Standards.—The Committee encour-
ages NIST, in coordination with the Department of State and other
relevant agencies, to expand U.S. leadership in the development of
international norms and standards for biotechnology that reflect
shared values and interests with allies and partners, while simul-
taneously protecting the privacy and data of Americans. The Com-
mittee further encourages NIST to increase U.S. engagement and
leadership in international standards-setting bodies, and to engage
industry, academia, and allied partners to align technical stand-
ards, data security and secure storage practices, and safeguards
against adversarial misuse of biotechnology. The Committee sup-
ports coordinated interagency efforts that ensure U.S. technical ex-
pertise shapes global biotechnology standards that advance U.S.
competitiveness and national security interests.

Office of Weights and Measures (OWM).—The Committee recog-
nizes the critical role of OWM in ensuring the accuracy, fairness,
and uniformity of measurement systems used in commerce
throughout the United States. The Committee notes that the de-
mands placed on the national legal metrology system have in-
creased significantly due to emerging technologies including electric
charging infrastructure, hydrogen fueling systems, digital com-
merce platforms, and algorithm-based measurement systems.

Biomanufacturing Measurement Science and Characterization.—
The recommendation includes $5,000,000 to equip NIST partners
to develop reference materials, validated methods, and bioprocess
measurement tools for plant-based, fermentation derived, and other
cultivated protein products.

Honey Authenticity and Food Integrity Measurement Stand-
ards.—The Committee recognizes that honey adulteration and
mislabeling undermine consumer confidence, disadvantage domes-
tic producers, and distort agricultural markets. The Committee en-
courages NIST to collaborate with academic and research institu-
tions to expand research supporting honey authenticity testing, in-
cluding development of validated analytical methods, standardized
testing protocols, and national reference datasets capable of distin-
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guishing authentic U.S. honey from adulterated or fraudulently la-
beled products. The Committee directs NIST to provide a briefing
within 180 days of the enactment of this Act on progress made to-
ward improving national measurement standards for honey.

Rapid Drug Analysis and Research (RaDAR) Program.—The rec-
ommendation continues support for the RaDAR program, which as-
sists local communities by providing timely data on the local drug
landscape. The Committee notes the potential for this information
to identify regional changes in the illicit drug supply.

Circular Economy for Textiles.—The Committee supports NIST’s
work on the circular economy for textiles, including development of
a standards roadmap for textile circularity. The Committee directs
NIST to provide a briefing on this work no later than 90 days after
the enactment of this Act.

Advanced Computing Testbeds.—The Committee recognizes the
growing need for regional advanced computing infrastructure to
support artificial intelligence development, advanced manufac-
turing, and cybersecurity innovation. The Committee encourages
NIST to support university-based advanced computing testbeds in
partnership with industry and national laboratories, particularly in
emerging technology hubs.

Scientific and Technical Research Projects.—The recommendation
includes $274,567,600 for NIST Scientific and Technical Research
Projects. The Committee directs NIST to perform the same level of
oversight and due diligence as with any other external partners.

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY SERVICES

The Committee recommends $212,000,000 for Industrial Tech-
nology Services, which is equal to the fiscal year 2026 enacted
level. Of this amount, $175,000,000 is for the Hollings Manufac-
turing Extension Partnership, and $37,000,000 is for the Manufac-
turing USA program.

Hollings Manufacturing Extension Partnership (MEP).—In rec-
ognition of bicameral and bipartisan congressional support, the
Committee continues strong support for the MEP and provides
$175,000,000. The Department is reminded of the direction in the
Joint Explanatory Statement accompanying Public Law 119-74 re-
garding the MEP. The Committee continues that direction for fiscal
year 2027.

MEP Pathways.—The Committee recognizes the value of con-
necting manufacturers with local education institutions to create
pathways to jobs, including through apprenticeships and pre-ap-
prenticeships. The Committee encourages the MEP to connect man-
ufacturers with local community colleges, school districts, and
emerging research institutions to develop a skilled workforce and
spur entrepreneurship.

National MEP Supply Chain Database.—The Committee is
aware of the Supply Chain Optimization and Intelligence Network
(SCOIN), which will support the creation of a supply chain data-
base through funding of the MEP National Network Centers. The
Committee continues to direct NIST to create a centralized, perma-
nent supply chain database, as required by Public Law 117-167.
Within 60 days of the enactment of this Act, the Committee directs
NIST to report on the status of building out a public-facing plat-
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form database, and provide an update to the information requested
in House Report 119-272.

Advanced Manufacturing Technology Transfer.—The Committee
recognizes the importance of accelerating the adoption and com-
mercialization of emerging manufacturing technologies to strength-
en domestic supply chains and expand economic opportunity in
rural and underserved regions. Universities, small manufacturers,
and regional innovation hubs play a critical role in translating Fed-
erally supported research into deployable manufacturing solutions,
particularly in emerging manufacturing ecosystems in rural and
border regions. The Committee encourages NIST, through MEP
and related manufacturing programs, to support initiatives that ac-
celerate technology transfer, expand advanced manufacturing
workforce development, and improve the ability of small and me-
dium-sized manufacturers to adopt emerging technologies such as
artificial intelligence, advanced materials, and digital manufac-
turing tools.

Manufacturing USA Opportunities.—The Committee recognizes
the importance of strengthening domestic manufacturing capacity
and supply chain resilience across all U.S. jurisdictions. Given
Puerto Rico’s highly skilled manufacturing workforce, established
industrial capabilities in sectors such as pharmaceuticals, and its
strategic location along Caribbean and Atlantic shipping routes,
the island could further the goals of the Manufacturing USA net-
work. NIST is directed to submit a report no later than 240 days
after the enactment of this Act, evaluating the potential benefits of
expanding Manufacturing USA advanced manufacturing innovation
institutes to Puerto Rico. The report shall examine establishing
Manufacturing USA hubs on the island, including an assessment
of Puerto Rico’s manufacturing base and workforce capacity; oppor-
tunities to strengthen U.S. supply chain resilience in critical sec-
tors; consideration of how a self-sustaining, energy-resilient hub
could support reliable operations and serve as a model for ad-
vanced manufacturing infrastructure; and any policy or funding
considerations needed to support participation in the Manufac-
turing USA network.

Manufacturing USA Institute for Aerospace Manufacturing.—The
Committee recognizes the success of Manufacturing USA Institutes
in shaping the future of advanced manufacturing through edu-
cation, industry collaboration, and innovation. The Committee en-
dorses the expansion of aerospace engineering infrastructure to ad-
vance American leadership and directs NIST to begin the process
of establishing a Manufacturing USA Institute for Aerospace Man-
ufacturing to strengthen the aerospace industry and maintain glob-
al leadership in innovation. NIST shall ensure the institute has
strong partnerships with industry, academia, and government part-
ners including the Department of War (DOW).

Public Service Grants.—The Committee continues to encourage
NIST to consider making public service grants, as authorized by 15
U.S.C. 278s, to advance ecosystem leadership and workforce initia-
tives that help ensure U.S. competitiveness in advanced manufac-
turing innovation at all existing Manufacturing USA Institutes.

Fusion Energy Manufacturing Capacity.—The Committee recog-
nizes the rapid advancement of private-sector fusion energy ma-
chines and the opportunity for the United States to establish global
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leadership in the manufacturing base supporting commercial de-
ployment. Fusion machines rely on advanced power electronics,
high-voltage systems, specialty materials, precision manufacturing,
and related industrial capabilities. The Committee directs the De-
partment, through NIST, to assess domestic production capacity
and capital investment needs relevant to emerging fusion energy
systems. The Department shall identify supply chain gaps and le-
verage existing authorities to support pilot-scale domestic manufac-
turing capacity where appropriate. The Department shall provide
a briefing within 180 days of the enactment of this Act outlining
findings and recommendations, including whether additional incen-
tive mechanisms may be necessary to ensure domestic industrial
leadership.

Creating Helpful Incentives to Produce Semiconductors (CHIPS)
Research and Development (R&D) Investments.—The Committee re-
emphasizes the essential role of research and development in sus-
taining U.S. leadership in semiconductor manufacturing, under-
scoring that the CHIPS R&D program was established to support
research efforts benefitting the entire domestic semiconductor sup-
ply chain. The Committee remains concerned that CHIPS R&D in-
vestments are not being sufficiently targeted toward addressing
supply chain vulnerabilities or accelerating progress on the trans-
formational technologies critical to long-term U.S. competitiveness.
As such, the Committee directs the Department to collaborate
proactively and continuously with industry to identify and
prioritize research topics of high strategic importance. The Com-
mittee further directs the Department to ensure that CHIPS R&D
investments emphasize, but are not limited to, the following pri-
ority areas: advanced packaging and substrate capabilities, includ-
ing heterogeneous integration and pilot-scale assembly and test in-
frastructure; innovation in manufacturing equipment, including in
lithography, atomic-scale defect detection, real-time metrology inte-
gration, resource efficiency, and Al-driven automation and pre-
dictive maintenance; modeling and simulation, including the devel-
opment of advanced digital twins; ultra-pure materials refining and
closed-loop recycling, and substitute materials to reduce depend-
ence on foreign suppliers; alternatives to critical chemicals vulner-
able to regulatory disruption, as well as emissions control tech-
nologies tailored to semiconductor manufacturing; and other emerg-
ing architectures necessary to ensure leadership in fields such as
quantum computing.

CHIPS Research and Development Office (CRDO).—The Com-
mittee recognizes the importance of semiconductor research in bol-
stering the national security interests of the United States by sup-
porting and extending leadership in semiconductor research, de-
sign, prototyping, engineering, and manufacturing to secure a do-
mestic semiconductor supply chain. The Committee appreciates
that CRDO can play an important role in the scaling and domestic
adoption of semiconductor manufacturing technologies. The Com-
mittee encourages NIST to strengthen domestic semiconductor
manufacturing capability through the development of technologies
relevant to integration, chiplets, photonics, and co-design of semi-
conductors and packaging solutions. The Committee encourages
collaboration across CRDO to prevent duplication and ensure com-
prehensive streamlined results. The Committee also encourages
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CRDO to be mindful of geographic diversity as it continues to build
out facilities and affiliated technical centers.

Reporting on CHIPS Awards Upside Sharing and Funding Mile-
stones.—The Committee reminds NIST of reporting and notification
requirements to Congress regarding the CHIPS incentives pro-
gram, as authorized by Public Law 116-283 and Public Law 117—
167. The Committee awaits the briefing required by the Joint Ex-
planatory Statement accompanying Public Law 119-74 on this
topic and directs the Department to provide a briefing no later
than 30 days after the enactment of this Act, on any upside shar-
ing agreements made between Department and a recipient of
CHIPS funds, as detailed in the Department of Commerce’s Notice
of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) entitled, “CHIPS Incentives Pro-
gram—Commercial Fabrication Facilities.” The Committee further
directs the Department to start regular briefings on any amounts
received by the agency through upside sharing agreements, which
includes a detailed description of how NIST plans to use these
funds. Additionally, the Committee directs the Department to pro-
vide updates on funds clawed back from an applicant. In providing
such briefings, the Department is directed to exclude any business
sensitive information.

CONSTRUCTION OF RESEARCH FACILITIES

The Committee recommends $87,758,000 for NIST construction,
which is $298,139,000 below the fiscal year 2026 enacted level. The
Committee directs NIST to continue providing updates on the
projects funded within this account.

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION

The recommendation includes a total of $5,851,122,000 in discre-
tionary funds for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration (NOAA), which is $319,818,000 below the fiscal year 2026
enacted level.

The Committee’s program and project recommendations for
NOAA are included in the consolidated funding tables below and
in narrative direction throughout this report. The Committee re-
minds NOAA that any deviation from the amounts included in the
tables below are subject to the requirements in section 505 of this
Act. When executing its budget for fiscal year 2027, the Committee
directs NOAA to incorporate the funding levels established in both
the table and the narrative direction.

Quarterly Briefings.—The Committee directs the Department
and NOAA to provide quarterly briefings to the Committee on all
NOAA satellite programs, National Weather Service operations,
and Office of Marine and Aviation Operations activities and pro-
curements, not later than 30 days after the end of each fiscal quar-
ter, and to provide prompt interim updates in the event of any re-
programming, system failure, or construction delay. The Committee
notes that it has not yet received the quarterly briefings required
by the Joint Explanatory Statement accompanying Public Law
119-74. The Committee directs NOAA and the Department to
avoid further delay in scheduling these required briefings.
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OPERATIONS, RESEARCH, AND FACILITIES
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

The recommendation includes a total program level of
$4,694,843,000 under Operations, Research, and Facilities (ORF)
for NOAA’s coastal, fisheries, marine, weather, satellite, and other
programs. This total funding level includes $4,007,653,000 in direct
appropriations, a transfer of $659,190,000 from balances in the
“Promote and Develop Fishery Products and Research Pertaining
to American Fisheries” Fund, and $28,000,000 derived from recov-
eries of prior year obligations. The following narrative descriptions
and tables identify the specific activities and funding levels in-
cluded in this Act.

National Ocean Service.—The recommendation includes
$685,702,000 for National Ocean Service (NOS) Operations, Re-
search, and Facilities.

NATIONAL OCEAN SERVICE

Amount
Program ($000)

Navigation, Observations and Positioning:

Navigation, Observations, and Positioning 183,702
Hydrographic Survey Priorities / Contracts 31,500
100S Regional Observations 56,000
Navigation, Observations and Positioning 271,202

Coastal Science and Assessment:
Coastal Science, Assessment, Response and Restoration 95,500
Competitive Research 20,000

Coastal Science and Assessment 115,500

Ocean and Coastal Management and Services:

Coastal Zone Management and Services 51,000
Coastal Zone Management Grants 81,500
National Oceans and Coastal Security Fund 32,000
Coral Reef Program 33,500
National Estuarine Research Reserve System 34,000
Sanctuaries and Marine Protected Areas 67,000

Ocean and Coastal Management and Services 299,000
Total, National Ocean Service, Operations, Research, and Facilities 685,702

Corporate Fees.—The Committee directs NOAA to cap NOS cor-
porate fees to no more than 5 percent of the annual appropriations.

Geospatial Modeling Grants.—The recommendation includes no
less than $8,000,000 for Geospatial Modeling Grants, to be distrib-
uted externally.

Flood Zone Measurement Update.—The Committee recognizes
the challenge of the Federal National Spatial Reference System
modernization in areas with active subsidence. The Committee di-
rects the National Geodetic Survey to conduct a pilot program to
update survey reference points across a region, build tools to con-
vert existing flood data, and train surveyors and engineers to work
to ensure the integrity of data for flood maps. The Committee pro-
vides up to $10,500,000 for this effort and encourages NOS to part-
ner with a higher education institution and state geodetic authority
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to work with local partners in a region with active subsidence and
a major marine port with low elevation areas.

Office of Coast Survey Mobjack Bay.—The Committee provides
up to $3,500,000 for the Office of Coast Survey to work with com-
mercial survey contractors to complete the Mobjack Bay hydro-
graphic survey, which has been on the Office of Coast Survey
workplan for several years. This survey will support the mapping
of large-scale oyster habitat restoration.

Integrated Ocean Observing System (I00S).—The Committee
notes the importance of the IOOS network and includes
$56,000,000 to strategically grow the system based upon the high-
est priority needs of each region to support disaster response,
weather forecasting and hurricane prediction, forecasting of fresh-
water and marine water quality, detection of harmful algal blooms,
and safe maritime operations.

Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs).—The Committee encourages
NOAA to support work under the Harmful Algal Bloom and Hy-
poxia Research and Control Act (HABHRCA) including to accel-
erate deployment of effective methods of intervention and mitiga-
tion to reduce the frequency, severity, and impact of HAB events
in marine and freshwater systems. NOAA is also encouraged to ex-
plore innovative methods to increase monitoring and detection of
HABs in freshwater systems, including the detection, prediction,
and forecasting of HAB-related toxins such as microcystin, by
partnering with academic institutions with expertise in uncrewed
systems and supporting municipal drinking water systems. NOAA
is further encouraged to consult with the National Centers for
Coastal Ocean Science as well as the Interagency Working Group
on HABHRCA.

Marine Debris.—Reducing, preventing, and researching marine
debris is critical to the goal of protecting and preserving the integ-
rity of our marine ecosystems and the communities and wildlife
that depend on them. The Committee recognizes the NOAA Marine
Debris Program’s critical work to support grants, partnerships, and
contracts to address marine debris, particularly plastic waste pollu-
tion. The recommendation provides up to $7,500,000 for the Marine
Debris Program and recommends that it be listed as a separate,
specific line item within the yearly budget request.

Digital Coast.—The Committee supports the continued imple-
mentation of the Digital Coast Act (Public Law 116-223).

Coral Reef Program.—The Committee continues to recognize the
unique ecological and economic value of coral reefs. The Committee
provides $33,500,000 to continue to carry out activities under the
Coral Reef Conservation Act, as amended (title C of division J of
Public Law 117-263), including for Reef Research Coordination In-
stitutes.

Rookery Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve (NERR).—The
Committee recognizes the importance of the Rookery Bay NERR
and directs NOS to prioritize projects within the NERR that in-
crease habitat connectivity and provide enhanced nursery habitat
for recreationally and commercially important species such as At-
lantic tarpon and common snook.

Office of National Marine Sanctuaries.—The Committee directs
NOAA to prioritize conservation, education, mapping, and research
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efforts across the agency in the National Marine Sanctuary Sys-
tem.

Aquarius Reef Base.—The Committee recognizes the strategic im-
portance of sustained human presence platforms for advancing
ocean science, maritime technology development, and extreme envi-
ronment training. The Committee encourages NOAA to continue
supporting operations and scientific missions at Aquarius Reef
Base. The Committee encourages NOS to collaborate with relevant
Federal partners to pursue expanded use of Aquarius as a platform
for subsea technology development, including research supporting
responsible deep-sea mineral resource assessment and extraction
technologies.

NOAA Community Project Funding.—The recommendation in-
cludes $46,870,300 for NOAA Coastal Zone Management Commu-
nity Project Funding. Funding must be for activities consistent
with, and supportive of, NOAA’s mission and aligned with one or
more of the purposes described in the Coastal Zone Management
Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. Sec. 1451 et seq.). Coastal Zone Manage-
ment projects are subject to any applicable cost-share required by
law under the Coastal Zone Management Program. The Committee
directs NOAA to perform the same level of oversight and due dili-
gence regarding these projects as with any other external partners.

National Marine Fisheries Service.—The recommendation in-
cludes $876,690,000 for National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
Operations, Research, and Facilities.

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

Amount
Program ($000)

Protected Resources Science and Management:

Marine Mammals, Sea Turtles, and Other Species 68,000
Species Recovery Grants 5,000
Atlantic Salmon 5,000
Pacific Salmon 54,500

Protected Resources Science and Management 132,500

Fisheries Science and Management:

Fisheries and Ecosystem Science Programs and Services 125,000
Fisheries Data Collections, Surveys, and Assessments 208,448
Observers and Training 50,000
Fisheries Management Programs and Services 120,000
Aquaculture 35,000
Salmon Management Activities 70,150
Regional Councils and Fisheries Commissions 47215
Interjurisdictional Fisheries Grants 3,377
Fisheries Science and Management 659,190
Enforcement 50,000
Habitat Conservation and Restoration 35,000
Total, National Marine Fisheries Service, Operations, Research, and Facilities .............cccouoerrververirnnns 876,690

Hydropower Relicensing.—The Committee is concerned about the
affordability and availability of baseload power, particularly the po-
tential adverse effects of non-project related requirements that bear
no relation to the safe and reliable operation of facilities by those
who seek to influence the relicensing process role of NMFS. The
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Committee directs NMF'S to focus its efforts on ensuring project re-
quirements do not unnecessarily hinder the relicensing of existing
facilities and thereby avoid unnecessary costs that adversely affect
the affordability of electricity generation.

Prescott Grants.—Within Marine Mammals, Sea Turtles, and
Other Species, the recommendation provides $4,500,000 for the
John H. Prescott Marine Mammal Rescue Assistance grant pro-
gram.

North Atlantic Right Whale.—Within Marine Mammals, Sea Tur-
tles, and Other Species, not less than $5,000,000 should go towards
the expansion and continuation of the pilot program to develop, re-
fine, and deploy fishing gear technologies designed to reduce North
Atlantic right whale entanglements, including the development of
geolocation technologies.

Improved Whale Habitat Mapping.—The Committee encourages
NMFS to improve the accuracy of baleen whale and sperm whale
distribution mapping in high spatial and temporal resolution, in-
cluding feeding and calving grounds as well as migration routes,
incorporating as needed current and novel sources of data, as well
as to support the development of predictive distribution maps tak-
ing into account environmental variables for upcoming years. Such
data synthesis products should be made available on an online
platform for the general public and accessible to mariners through
standard navigational electronics. The Committee further encour-
ages NMFS to undertake these efforts irrespective of any ongoing
rulemakings, and encourages NMFS not to delay actions, orders, or
rulemakings on account of these efforts. The Committee directs
NOAA to provide a briefing within 180 days of the enactment of
this Act, on activities carried out to improve baleen and sperm
whale distribution mapping and any remaining knowledge gaps
identified.

Mitigating Ocean User and Whale Conflicts.—The Committee di-
rects NOAA to enter into a cooperative agreement with the Na-
tional Fish and Wildlife Foundation to administer a competitive
grant program to support partnership-based projects that advance
effective approaches to reduce the risk of harmful interactions be-
tween ocean users and whales. The competitive grants should be
for the development, testing, evaluation, and deployment of detec-
tion technologies and other innovative tools that reduce or elimi-
nate harmful interactions between ocean users and whales; to en-
hance awareness of existing whale management measures; to de-
velop and implement operational approaches that reduce the occur-
rence of harmful interactions; and to expand infrastructure, data
systems, and technical capacity necessary to improve the timely
dissemination of information. The recommendation includes
$10,000,000 to be provided to the National Fish and Wildlife Foun-
dation for this grant program.

Understudied Whales.—The Committee encourages NMFS to con-
duct surveys specific to understudied whales in potential calving
grounds, feeding areas, and migratory pathways to estimate their
abundance and distribution, during which opportunistic data on
other marine species may also be collected.

Sea Turtle Stranding and Salvage Network (STSSN).—The Com-
mittee continues to support the STSSN, which provides the struc-
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ture for non-governmental organizations to rescue, rehabilitate,
and release sea turtles back into U.S. waters.

Pinniped Removal.—The recommendation provides $5,500,000 for
Columbia River pinniped removals. The Committee reminds NOAA
of the directive included in the Joint Explanatory Statement ac-
companying Public Law 119-74 requiring the study of pinniped re-
moval strategies, and directs the NMFS to submit its findings
within 90 days of the enactment of this Act. Additionally, the Com-
mittee encourages NMFS to identify ways to increase the number
of annual takes to meet the annual potential biological removal
level provided in Section 120f of the Marine Mammal Protection
Act and establish additional removal strategies, such as seasonal
takes to align with spring Chinook and winter Steelhead runs,
community partnerships, and direct kill.

Hatchery Genetic Management Plans.—The recommendation pro-
vides $7,000,000 to support review and approval of Hatchery Ge-
netic Management Plans (HGMPs) for Pacific Northwest states and
treaty Tribes.

Fisheries Surveys.—Within Fisheries Data Collections, Surveys,
and Assessments, the recommendation supports the Northeast
Area Monitoring and Assessment Program trawl surveys, including
the Maine-New Hampshire Inshore Trawl Survey and the Mid-At-
lantic & Southern New England Nearshore Trawl Survey, as well
as the Southeast Area Monitoring and Assessment Program’s exist-
ing surveys.

Recreational  Angler  Partnership  Improvement  Directive
(RAPID).—The Committee supports continued improvement of rec-
reational fisheries data collection and management to ensure accu-
rate, timely, and transparent stock assessments. NMF'S is directed
to enhance implementation of RAPID and associated recreational
data improvements. The recommendation includes $5,000,000 to
strengthen State-led sampling programs, optimize survey design,
modernize data systems, and expand partner engagement through
regional workshops. The Committee recognizes the importance of
improving the precision, transparency, and timeliness of rec-
reational fisheries data to support sound management decisions
and long-term resource sustainability.

South Atlantic Reef Fish.—The Committee supports continued in-
vestment in red snapper research and monitoring following the
conclusion of the South Atlantic Red Snapper Research Program.
Building on the success of that effort, NMFS is directed to sustain
and expand alternative and independent data collection to better
inform red snapper and reef fish stock assessments across the
South Atlantic. The recommendation includes $2,000,000 to be pro-
vided to South Atlantic States to support Exempted Fishing Per-
mits (EFPs) for continued research and implementation of State
management. These EFPs will be critical to improving data collec-
tion and analysis, ensuring States have the best available scientific
information as they transition toward State-led management of red
snapper. The Committee is encouraged by the collaborative efforts
of the four South Atlantic States, in coordination with NOAA, to
advance EFPs beginning in 2026 as an initial step toward State
management. NMFS is encouraged to continue working with the
South Atlantic Fishery Management Council and participating
States to support the successful implementation of these EFPs and
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to facilitate the transition to permanent State management for
willing States by 2028.

South Atlantic Fisheries Independent Data Collection.— The rec-
ommendation includes $3,500,000 to provide enhanced fisheries
independent data collection of South Atlantic reef fish stocks con-
ducted through the Southeast Fishery-Independent Survey
(SEFIS). Such data collection should occur throughout the South
Atlantic, specifically from Cape Canaveral, Florida, through the
western most point in the Florida Keys region to ensure the South
Atlantic Fishery Management Council has the best scientific infor-
mation available to base management decisions. The Committee
recognizes concerns by the State of Florida regarding the incom-
plete data assessment concerning reef fish located off the waters of
Florida’s Atlantic coast, including the Florida Keys.

Biscayne Bay.—The Committee notes that the decision to incor-
porate a de facto moratorium on fishing access within a portion of
Biscayne National Park outside of the Fishery Management Plan
(FMP) development process, and in opposition to the concerns of
the State of Florida remains controversial. The Committee urges
NMFS to continue collaborating with the Fish and Wildlife Com-
mission to consider fisheries regulations and management actions
outlined in Biscayne National Park’s updated FMP, as necessary,
to fully address fishery management needs, including within the
proposed no-fishing marine reserve zone, prior to promulgating and
implementing any special rules. Such efforts shall include review
and consideration of less restrictive management actions that could
achieve the intent of Biscayne’s General Management Plan in lieu
of a blanket fishing moratorium. The Committee also urges NMFS
to strongly consider the inclusion of scientifically rigorous moni-
toring and an adaptive management framework to guide data col-
lection and future management as part of any special rules and
regulations promulgated and implemented to govern the protection
of coral reef resources within the proposed no-fishing marine re-
serve zone. Such monitoring should include well-planned, exten-
sive, and scientifically rigorous data from appropriate fish and
coral communities, collected prior to the establishment of a blanket
fishing moratorium.

Horseshoe Crab Trawl Survey.—Adequate data is required to en-
sure States and interstate managers can effectively manage the
horseshoe crab population. For example, Limulus Amoebocyte
Lysate is used to test injectable drugs, medical devices, and other
medical equipment for bacterial contamination. Horseshoe crabs
are also used for bait in the economically important commercial
American eel and conch fisheries along the Atlantic coast. Within
the environment, horseshoe crab eggs provide a vital food source
for migrating shorebirds. Accurate information on population rel-
ative abundance and demographic trends is needed to properly
manage the mid-Atlantic horseshoe crab fishery for these uses. The
Mid-Atlantic Horseshoe Crab Trawl Survey gives managers the in-
formation to determine relative abundance, describe population de-
mographics, and track inter-annual changes in relative abundance
and demographics. The Committee directs NMFS to continue this
survey to generate the data necessary to ensure that the horseshoe
crab stock remains on a sustainable path.
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Gulf of America Independent Reef Fish Habitat Surveys and Eco-
system Resources (G-FISHER).—The G-FISHER program improves
the accuracy and precision of survey estimates and provides timely
analysis for reef fisheries. The Committee recognizes the important
role of G-FISHER in providing independent data and timely anal-
ysis to inform management decisions, especially among reef fish
populations. The recommendation provides up to $2,000,000 to con-
tinue the G-FISHER program.

Gulf Recreational Fishing.—The Committee recognizes the im-
portance of recreational fishing in advancing economic development
in the Gulf of America and the Coastal Bend. The Committee urges
NMFS to account for the economic impacts provided by marine rec-
reational fishing in Federal waters along Texas and in the Coastal
Bend, and to ensure anglers have robust access to those fish stocks.
The Committee encourages NMFS to expand regional-based man-
agement to ensure angler access to red snapper in the western Gulf
of America.

Plankton Recorder Survey.—Within the amount provided for
Fisheries Data Collections, Surveys, and Assessments, not less
than $300,000 should be provided to conduct a continuous plankton
recorder survey that will enhance our understanding of the dis-
tribution and movement of plankton, which is important prey of
the North Atlantic right whale.

U.S. Fishing Right Ownership.—The Committee is concerned
with speculation on U.S. tradable fishing rights, also called catch
shares, by large corporations, foreign entities, and investment
firms acquiring interests in U.S. fishing rights. This also includes
the consolidation of fishing rights among a few U.S.-based compa-
nies in perpetuity. These unintended consequences limit access to
fishing for local and small fishing ventures, and penalizes small
businesses that carry out the catch. The Committee urges NMFS
to consider ways to maintain local involvement in catch shares and
strengthen enforcement against ownership of tradable fishing
rights through foreign entities.

Seafood Import Monitoring Program (SIMP) and Global Seafood
Data System (GSDS).—SIMP is an essential tool for ensuring sea-
food imported into U.S. markets is legally sourced by requiring doc-
umentation demonstrating that imports originated from a legal
fishery. To modernize SIMP and streamline reporting and compli-
ance for importers and seafood businesses, NMFS developed GSDS.
GSDS will improve the collection and management of seafood im-
port data, improve risk screening, and support faster and more effi-
cient processing of legitimate shipments while enhancing NOAA’s
ability to target high-risk imports linked to illegal, unreported, and
unregulated (IUU) fishing and forced labor. The recommendation
includes $7,500,000 to fully implement the SIMP Action Plan and
accelerate development, deployment, and operational use of GSDS,
including associated staffing and information technology mod-
ernization.

Southeast For-Hire Electronic Logbook Program.—The Com-
mittee provides up to $7,000,000 to support the continued, timely
implementation of electronic logbooks for the Federally permitted
charter-for-hire sector in the Gulf of America and South Atlantic.

Electronic Monitoring (EM) Approval Process.—The Committee is
concerned that, despite significant Federal investment into new
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EM technologies as an alternative to human observers, uptake of
EM solutions remains low. The Committee believes one of the hur-
dles faced by vendors is a lack of transparency regarding the proc-
ess and timeline for applying for and receiving EFPs using EM.
The Committee directs NMFS to evaluate opportunities to stream-
line EM approvals and provide greater certainty to EM vendors
and fishers, and to work with Regional Councils to improve deploy-
ment of EM technology. The Committee also directs NMFS to cre-
ate a process for EM providers approved in one region to receive
expedited approval in subsequent regions or across all regions. The
Committee directs NMFS to provide a briefing on progress on
sAtreamlining EM approvals within 90 days of the enactment of this
ct.

Sharks and Rays.—To better protect and rebuild vulnerable and
endangered shark and ray species, the Committee encourages
NMEFS to conduct regular assessments of population status and re-
building needs, improve the documentation of relevant species as
bycatch, and ensure transparency and public access for all fisheries
catch information collected.

Shark Fin Sales Elimination Act.—The Committee directs NOAA
to continue to enforce the Shark Fin Sales Elimination Act, which
was enacted as part of the James M. Inhofe National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263). The
Committee notes the continued absence of the previously requested
report on this topic. NOAA is directed to provide a report no later
than 90 days after the enactment of this Act on the resources re-
quired to fully implement the Shark Fin Sales Elimination Act, all
coordination with other Federal agencies, State and local law en-
forcement and key stakeholders, and its plans to raise public
awareness on how to report violations.

Oyster Resilience in the Northern Gulf of America.—QOysters are
a critical part of Gulf Coast ecosystems. A collaborative effort that
combines engineering, aquaculture, restoration, and policy is need-
ed to restore oyster reefs and regenerate a profitable, resilient, and
sustainable fishery. The recommendation includes $3,000,000 for
collaborative academic research addressing oyster reefs in the
Northern Gulf Coast to investigate restoration success and close
critical knowledge gaps in oyster farming, restoration, food safety,
larval transportation in Little Dauphin Bay, and resilience to
sustainably strengthen oyster production.

Marine Aquaculture.—The Committee recognizes the significant
potential for development of American offshore aquaculture to in-
crease U.S. production of healthful, sustainable, and affordable sea-
food, while expanding the seafood value chain to include traditional
agricultural producers as well. The Office of Aquaculture has per-
formed commendable work to coordinate efforts within NOAA and
across Federal agencies toward a comprehensive approach to aqua-
culture policy and regulation. The recommendation provides no less
than $5,000,000 for the Cooperative Institute Fostering Aqua-
culture Research and Marketing to support the sustainable devel-
opment of aquaculture in the United States to address the seafood
import deficit.

Shellfish Genetics and Breeding Program.—The Committee rec-
ognizes the economic importance of shellfish aquaculture for rural
and coastal communities and the need for resilient, healthy stocks.
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The Committee supports NOAA’s efforts to develop an improved
stock, promote enhanced disease resiliency, modernize production
technologies, and transfer technology and improved stocks to shell-
fish farmers.

Mitchell Act Hatcheries.—The recommendation provides
$28,000,000 for the operation and maintenance of Mitchell Act
hatcheries. NOAA is directed to limit the amount of Mitchell Act
hatcheries funding withheld for administrative expenses to 10 per-
cent.

U.S. Commercial Space-Based Radio Frequency (RF) Detection
Technologies.—The Committee continues to support NMFS’ efforts
to leverage commercial space-based RF detection technologies to
track maritime vessels even when those vessels turn off their Auto-
matic Identification System, which is a common practice among the
People’s Republic of China (PRC) and other foreign fleets engaged
in IUU fishing. Identifying when and where IUU fishing may be
occurring is critical to NMFS Enforcement’s mission and to pre-
serving Americans’ access to sustainably managed fisheries. There-
fore, the recommendation includes $3,000,000 for NMFS to
operationalize and scale out its use of U.S. commercial space-based
RF data collection capabilities to track foreign vessels engaged in
IUU fishing activities in the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)
and other remote maritime regions of economic, environmental,
and national security significance. Further, the Committee directs
NOAA to improve existing enterprise systems to better integrate
and operationalize commercial maritime domain awareness prod-
ucts and data, including commercial satellite RF, into agency
workflows to create actionable insights that allow the Office of Law
Enforcement to address illicit behavior. No later than 180 days
after the enactment of this Act, NOAA is directed to provide a
briefing on these efforts.

IUU Fishing in the Western Pacific.—The Committee encourages
NMFS to deploy more resources in Guam to combat IUU fishing in
the Pacific. The Committee further encourages NMFS to increase
monitoring and analysis of foreign vessel activity in the Western
Pacific near the territories of Guam and the Northern Mariana Is-
lands as well as the Freely Associated States of Micronesia, Palau,
and the Marshall Islands.

Oyster Reef Restoration and Conservation Research.—The Com-
mittee acknowledges the value that oyster reefs, both harvestable
and for conservation purposes, provide to ocean and coastal eco-
systems and fisheries by providing habitats for other species, water
filtration, coastal readiness, and as a high-value fishery. The Com-
mittee directs NMF'S to enhance development of oyster aquaculture
and habitat improvements, map oyster bed conditions, monitor
water quality, and increase partnerships from the local to the Fed-
eral level. The recommendation includes $10,000,000 within the
fI'-Iabitat Conservation and Restoration Program to support these ef-
orts.

Underperforming Oyster Sanctuaries.—The Committee continues
to support robust Federal investment in oyster reef restoration and
habitat enhancement in the Chesapeake Bay. However, the Com-
mittee is concerned that significant Federal funds have been di-
rected toward oyster sanctuaries that continually fail to produce
measurable ecological or population benefits, even after multiple
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rounds and years of Federal funding. The Committee understands
that some Federally supported sanctuaries remain classified as
underperforming despite receiving restoration funding for five
years or more. The Committee believes continuing to invest in
these underperforming sites risks not only wasting scarce Federal
resources, but also undermining the long-term ecological goals that
oyster restoration programs are meant to achieve. The Committee
directs NOAA to withhold any future oyster restoration, recovery,
or enhancement funding for sanctuaries that are designated as
underperforming in their respective State for five or more years fol-
lowing initial Federal investment. Funding for these sanctuaries
should be ineligible to be restarted unless NOAA certifies that the
site has a new, scientifically credible plan for quickly achieving
measurable outcomes. The Committee encourages NOAA to
prioritize oyster replenishment and harvest-accessible reef projects
that offer dual ecological and economic benefits. The Committee
further directs that, within 90 days of the enactment of this Act,
NOAA report on the status and outcomes of large-scale oyster sanc-
tuaries that have received $10,000,000 or more in Federal funding.

Burrowing Shrimp Control Study.—The Committee appreciates
the efforts underway to study control methods, including integrated
pest management, for mud shrimp, Upogebia pugettensis and ghost
shrimp, Neotrypaea californiensis and other species of native bur-
rowing shrimp species on bottom culture oyster beds. The Com-
mittee directs NMF'S to provide a briefing on study findings within
180 days of the enactment of this Act.

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research.—The recommenda-
tion includes $580,163,000 for Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric
Research (OAR) Operations, Research, and Facilities.

OFFICE OF OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC RESEARCH

b

Climate Research:

Climate Laboratories and Cooperative Institutes 92,500
Regional Climate Data and Information 49,932
Climate Competitive Research 55,000

Climate Research 197,432

Weather and Air Chemistry Research:

Weather Laboratories and Cooperative Institutes 109,000
Weather and Air Chemistry Research 109,000
Ocean, Coastal, and Great Lakes Research:
Ocean Laboratories and Cooperative Institutes 40,000
National Sea Grant College Program 80,000
Sea Grant Aquaculture Research 14,000
Ocean Exploration and Research 50,000
Integrated Ocean Acidification 17,000
Sustained Ocean Observations and Monitoring 52,500
National Oceanographic Partnership Program 2,000

Ocean, Coastal, and Great Lakes Research 255,500

Innovative Research and Technology:
High Performance Computing Initiatives 18,231
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OFFICE OF OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC RESEARCH—Continued

e

Innovative Research and Technology 18,231

Total, Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research, Operations, Research, and Facilities ............ 580,163

Laboratories and Cooperative Institutes.—The Committee recog-
nizes the critical mission of NOAA and the important contributions
of its laboratories and cooperative institutes. The Committee di-
rects NOAA to maintain these capabilities and to avoid closures,
consolidations, or eliminations, given their essential role in advanc-
ing w}(:ather forecasting, atmospheric science, and oceanographic re-
search.

Earth’s Radiation Budget.—The recommendation includes no less
than $15,000,000 in OAR for continued atmospheric observations,
modeling and assessments, including no less than $9,000,000 for
the Chemical Sciences Laboratory for the Stratospheric Aerosol
processes, Budget and Radiative Effects Program and, as prac-
ticable, other observations and monitoring of stratospheric condi-
tions and the Earth’s radiation budget and the design of safe and
effective emissive studies. This includes the effects of material in-
troduced into the stratosphere due to changes in natural systems,
increased air and space traffic, and the assessment of solar radi-
ation modification. The Committee directs OAR, in coordination
with NASA and the Department of Energy (DOE), to improve the
understanding of the impact of atmospheric aerosols on radiative
forcing, cloud formation, precipitation dynamics, and extreme
weather events, and to develop plans for sustained, long-term ob-
servations of the stratosphere. Further, NOAA is encouraged to re-
view the potential for NOAA’s G550 and the National Center for
Atmospheric Research’s G5 aircraft to sample the stratosphere and
upper troposphere, to coordinate with NASA for long-range crewed
and autonomous, in situ, high-altitude observational capabilities,
and with the Environmental Protection Agency to support analysis
of atmospheric modification activities.

Regional Integrated Sciences and Assessments Program.—The
recommendation includes $20,000,000 for the Regional Integrated
Sciences and Assessments Program.

Verification of the Origins of Rotation in Tornadoes EXperiment—
United States (VORTEX-USA).—The Committee provides no less
than the fiscal year 2026 enacted levels for the VORTEX-USA and
VORTEX-Southeast programs. The Committee seeks to spur addi-
tional progress on improving tornado forecasts and warnings and
directs NOAA to pursue and extend new partnerships, including
with the commercial sector, to test novel and innovative data
sources, including commercial radar capabilities, to improve cov-
erage and forecasting skill. Further, NOAA is encouraged to accel-
erate assimilation of radar observations with weather forecast mod-
els to add the ability to classify hail size, detect tornado debris, and
better determine the type and intensity of precipitation. The Com-
mittee also encourages NOAA to pursue research on near real-time
infrasonic monitoring of hurricanes and tornadoes. Advanced
infrasound signal processing methodologies and studies, deployed
through a network of infrasound arrays to detect tornadoes, have
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the potential to provide accurate and reliable locations and warn-
ings of active tornadoes, consistent with previous directives. The
Committee directs NOAA to provide a briefing on the status of
these efforts within 120 days of the enactment of this Act.

Young Fishermen’s Development Act.—Within funding for the Sea
Grant program, the Committee provides up to $2,000,000 for activi-
ties authorized under the Young Fishermen’s Development Act
(Public Law 116-289).

Ocean Exploration Research (OER).—The recommendation in-
cludes $50,000,000 for OER. Within the funding provided, NOAA
is directed to continue efforts to map and characterize the U.S.
EEZ and Extended Outer Continental Shelf, exploring for rare
earth minerals and other assets and maximizing the amount of
funding provided for the Ocean Exploration Cooperative Institute.
NOAA is encouraged to work with relevant Government agencies
and private sector scientific institutions to continue fundamental
ocean exploration in which open-source data is collected for the
oceanographic community and private industries and shared
through real time telepresence technology and education research
applications.

Marine Based Carbon Dioxide Removal.—The recommendation
includes up to $7,500,000 to support research, development, and
demonstration projects for marine-based carbon dioxide removal,
including through external grants and public-private partnerships.
NOAA should consider projects that have the potential to scale.
NOAA is further directed to collaborate with the DOE, the Bureau
of Ocean Energy Management, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
NIST, and the Environmental Protection Agency to avoid duplica-
tion.

National Weather Service—The recommendation includes
$1,456,905,000 for National Weather Service (NWS) Operations,
Research, and Facilities.

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE

Amount
Program ($000)

Observations 305,000
Central Processing 116,000
Analyze, Forecast and Support 615,000
Dissemination 127,500
Science and Technology Integration 217,000
U.S. Weather Research Program 41,400
Tornado Severe Storm Research / Phased Array Radar 22,905
Joint Technology Transfer Initiative 12,100

Total, National Weather Service, Operations, Research, and Facilities 1,456,905

Extreme Weather Forecast FFRDC.—The Committee directs
NOAA to establish a competitively awarded Federally Funded Re-
search and Development Center (FFRDC) dedicated to accelerating
the advancement of the nation’s extreme weather forecasting capa-
bilities. The Committee provides $20,000,000 within Science and
Technology Integration for this purpose. The Committee expects
the FFRDC to operate as a mission-aligned operational partner fo-
cused on the rapid transition of validated technologies and mod-
eling improvements into National Weather Service operations on
defined and accountable timelines. The FFRDC shall prioritize
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operational radar and observing system modernization; integration
of high-resolution modeling with multi-platform data streams; re-
sponsible deployment of artificial intelligence and advanced ana-
Iytics to enhance forecaster decision support; improved integration
of precipitation forecasting and hydrologic modeling; and measur-
able improvements in forecast lead time, false alarm rates, and
overall forecast accuracy. The Committee emphasizes that this ini-
tiative is intended to complement, not duplicate, existing NOAA
Laboratory and Cooperative Institute research programs and shall
be structured to focus on operational delivery and milestone-based
advancement. NOAA shall provide a briefing not later than 180
days after the enactment of this Act on acquisition strategy and
implementation timelines.

Aviation-Based Commercial Weather Data.—The recommendation
includes an increase of $7,000,000 to the Aircraft Based Observa-
tion Program to increase the use and deployment of commercial
aviation-based atmospheric data, with an emphasis on water vapor
data for numerical weather prediction improvement. Within this
funding, NOAA is directed to ensure program elements and data
sources are adequately resourced for increased data ingestion and
addressing gaps in the program’s global coverage. No less than
$5,000,000 shall be used to deploy additional water vapor sensors
from aircraft.

Severe Weather Gaps.—The Committee notes that weather gaps
are occurring in central and southern Kentucky and encourages
NOAA to utilize funding to fill gaps in addressing severe weather
issues in Central Appalachia.

Radar Gaps.—The recommendation includes up to $15,000,000
for NWS to purchase commercial weather radar data from private
sector providers to supplement NWS’s existing radar systems in
areas that lack adequate radar coverage. The lack of comprehen-
sive weather radar coverage leaves over 130 million Americans
across the entire country and their communities vulnerable to se-
vere weather risks. By leveraging commercial radar data partners
to obtain higher resolution gap-filling data, NOAA, agency officials,
and forecast meteorologists will be able to make more accurate,
timely decisions during severe weather outbreaks and will be able
to potentially mitigate life threatening impacts.

National Mesonet Program.—The recommendation includes
$40,000,000 for the continuation and expansion of the National
Mesonet Program to leverage large investments from other spon-
sors, increase the number of observations, and introduce innovative
capabilities to address capacity and geographic coverage gaps, in-
cluding in high-risk areas. Emphasis should be placed not only on
the boundary layer of the atmosphere and marine zones, but also
the troposphere and lower stratosphere, which contains the major-
ity of water vapor, clouds, and is prone to variability. Within the
funding provided, the Committee directs NOAA to sustain and ex-
pand the current level of procurement of non-federal surface and
near-surface mesonet observational data, with a focus on university
partnerships.

National Data Buoy Center.—The Committee continues to sup-
port the work of the National Data Buoy Center. The recommenda-
tion includes an increase of up to $5,000,000 from the fiscal year
2026 enacted level for the National Data Buoy Center.
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NWS Staffing.—The Committee recognizes the vital importance
of accurate and timely weather forecasting. NWS employees are
seen by the Committee as critical for public safety and staffing
such positions should be prioritized and categorized accordingly.

Al Translation.—The recommendation provides up to $5,000,000
to improve dissemination of weather alerts and forecasts using
commercial Al technology.

Flood Early Warning Systems.—The Committee recognizes the
importance of flood early warning systems in protecting commu-
nities and infrastructure from the impacts of flooding, especially
deadly flash flooding events. These systems play a critical role in
providing real-time data on rainfall rates, identifying safe evacu-
ation routes, and informing deployment of emergency resources in
areas at highest risk. The Committee is concerned, however, that
many non-federal flood early warning systems across the country
are outdated and in need of modernization and expansion to ad-
dress the increased frequency of heavy rainfall events and serious
floods.

Cooperative Institute for Research to Operations in Hydrology
(CIROH).—The recommendation includes $40,000,000 within
Science and Technology Integration for the NWS to continue to
support CIROH. Within this funding, CIROH shall continue to le-
verage the talent and expertise of its consortium members to lead
an interdisciplinary, systems-based research approach that will
seed new and improved operational services for NOAA and NWS
by improving our current understanding of the water cycle and our
ability to observe and predict it. Additionally, the Cooperative In-
stitute shall continue to prioritize the cultivation of the next gen-
eration of water resources scientists and engineers who will be
needed to tackle the 21st century water resources grand challenge.

Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR).—The Committee provides
$2,000,000 within the U.S. Weather Research Program to develop,
demonstrate, and commercialize advanced, compact LiDAR systems
uniquely tailored to near-surface marine and atmospheric profiling
from UAS and mobile ground-based platforms. This new technology
has the potential to increase NOAA’s ability to collect real-time
data that fills temporal and spatial gaps in existing platforms.

National Environmental Satellite, Data and Information Serv-
ice.—The recommendation includes $344,500,000 for National Envi-
ronmental Satellite, Data and Information Service (NESDIS) Oper-
ations, Research, and Facilities.

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL SATELLITE, DATA AND INFORMATION SERVICE

e

Environmental Satellite Observing Systems:
Office of Satellite and Product Operations 225,000
Product Development, Readiness and Application 59,000
U.S. Group on Earth Observations 500

Environmental Satellite Observing Systems 284,500

National Centers for Environmental Information 60,000

Total, National Environmental Satellite, Data and Information Service, Operations, Research,
and Facilities 344,500
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Regional Climate Centers (RCCs).—The recommendation includes
$6,100,000 for RCCs.

Mission Support.—The recommendation includes $345,407 for
Mission Support Operations, Research, and Facilities.

MISSION SUPPORT

b

Mission Support Services:

Executive Leadership 27,651
Mission Services and Management 141,000
IT Security 11,438
Payment to DOC Working Capital Fund 87,368
Facilities Maintenance and Capital Improvements 6,250
Office of Space Commerce 50,000

Mission Support Services 323,707

Office of Education:

BWET Regional Programs 7,700
Educational Partnership Program 9,000
NOAA Education Program Base 5,000

Office of Education 21,700

Total, Mission Support, Operations, Research, and Facilities 345,407

Grants Management Division (GMD).—The Committee encour-
ages NOAA GMD to work with affected fisheries commissions to re-
solve matters arising from fishery assistance programs under Pub-
lic Law 116-136.

Traffic Coordination System for Space (TraCCS).—TraCSS is a
modern cloud-based system that provides space situational aware-
ness (SSA) and space traffic coordination services. The system plat-
form, designed and operated by a systems integrator, combines
DOW data with commercial software and data into a set of seam-
less SSA services and is on track to deliver critical flight safety
services to be used by all stakeholders. The integrator role is crit-
ical to delivering a neutral platform that provides safe and accu-
rate data to both commercial and government operators. The Com-
mittee expects NOAA to continue development of TraCSS through
use of a systems integrator.

Office of Marine and Aviation Operations.—The recommendation
includes $358,605,000 for Office of Marine and Aviation Operations
(OMAO) Operations, Research, and Facilities.

OFFICE OF MARINE AND AVIATION OPERATIONS

Amount
Program ($000)

Office of Marine and Aviation Operations:

Marine Operations and Maintenance 210,000
Aviation Operations and Aircraft Services 42,500
Autonomous Uncrewed Technology Operations 40,000
NOAA Commissioned Officer Corps 66,105

Total, Office of Marine and Aviation Operations, Operations, Research, and Facilities ............. 358,605

Hurricane Hunters.—The Committee directs NOAA to maintain
the number of operational flight hours of their hurricane hunter
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aircraft, to the extent necessary, at or above the levels in fiscal
year 2026.

Atmospheric Rivers Monitoring.—An increased understanding of
atmospheric rivers is critical to prepare for concentrated rain-
storms and flooding across the U.S. The recommendation includes
$4,000,000 for atmospheric rivers monitoring.

Autonomous and Uncrewed Technology Operations (AUTO).—The
recommendation includes $40,000,000 for AUTO, not less than
$30,000,000 shall be for agency-wide data acquisition from commer-
cial, unmanned maritime systems to support relevant operational
missions including, but not limited to, hurricane intensity fore-
casting, ocean carbon monitoring, fisheries surveys, ocean explo-
ration, and hydrographic surveying. Of these amounts, the rec-
ommendation also includes no less than $5,000,000 to support mis-
sions led by the National Data Buoy Center.

PROCUREMENT, ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

The recommendation includes $1,803,820,000 in direct obliga-
tions for NOAA Procurement, Acquisition and Construction (PAC),
of which $1,790,820,000 is appropriated from the general fund and
$13,000,000 is derived from recoveries of prior year obligations.
The following narrative and table identify the specific activities and
funding levels included in this Act:

PROCUREMENT, ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION

Amount
Program ($000)

National Ocean Service:

National Estuarine Research Reserve Construction 8,500
Marine Sanctuaries Construction 4,000
Total, NOS—PAC 12,500
Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research:
Research Supercomputing/CCRI 40,000
Total, 0OAR—PAC 40,000
National Weather Service:
Observations 43,700
Central Processing 73,000
Dissemination 13,500
Facilities Construction and Major Repairs 13,500
Total, NWS—PAC 143,700
National Environmental Satellite, Data and Information Service:
Geostationary Systems—R 71,100
Polar Weather Satellites 269,570
Common Ground Services 80,000
Geostationary Earth Orbit 677,000
Low Earth Orbit 112,000
Space Weather Next 150,000
Systems/Services Architecture and Engineering 49,000
Satellite CDA Facility 2,450

Total, NESDIS—PAC 1,411,120
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PROCUREMENT, ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION—Continued

Amount
Program ($000)

Mission Support:

NOAA Construction 40,000
Total, MS—PAC 40,000

Office of Marine and Aviation Operations:
Fleet Capital Improvements and Technology Infusion 28,000
Vessel Recapitalization and Construction 125,000
Aircraft Recapitalization and Construction 3,500

Total, OMAO—PAC 156,500

Total, Procurement, Acquisition and Construction 1,803,820

Research Supercomputing.—The Committee recognizes the high-
performance computing needs of NOAA research and the expanded
computational resources necessary to maintain this critical mission
to the overall research needs of NOAA. The recommendation in-
cludes $15,000,000 to continue to develop a dedicated high perform-
ance computing facility consistent with prior year direction.

Observations.—The Committee recognizes the importance of the
existing Next Generation Weather Radar (NEXRAD) in detecting
dangerous weather and in translating that data into specific, accu-
rate life-saving alerts for the public, aviation, and emergency re-
sponders. Within the amounts provided for Observations, the Com-
mittee directs NWS to prioritize repairing and maintaining
NEXRAD. Understanding that the current NEXRAD systems are
at end-of-life and significant gaps in radar coverage already exist,
the recommendation provides up to $25,000,000 to continue imple-
mentation of data fusion and gap-filling radar integration. Within
these funds, the Committee directs NOAA to prioritize cost-effec-
tive, commercially available radar and visualization technologies
that can be rapidly deployed to enhance coverage and decision-sup-
port capabilities.

Radar  Next  Program.—The  recommendation  includes
$25,000,000 to support the continued development, acquisition, in-
tegration, and implementation of a follow-on radar capability to
modernize and ultimately replace the NEXRAD network. The Com-
mittee recognizes that advances in phased array and other emerg-
ing radar technologies offer the potential for significant improve-
ments in forecast accuracy, warning lead times, and public safety.
The Committee directs NOAA to leverage the capabilities of an aca-
demic institution with demonstrated expertise in advanced weather
radar systems, atmospheric science, and radar engineering to sup-
port the Radar Next program across its planning, acquisition, and
deployment phases. The Committee believes academic expertise
may prove especially useful in development of the acquisition strat-
egy and concept of operations, independent technical evaluation of
vendor proposals, and ongoing systems engineering and technical
advisory services, including the design, development, and testing of
radar prototypes. The Committee further directs NOAA to provide
a briefing, not later than 90 days after the enactment of this Act,
on its acquisition strategy and an initial implementation plan for
Radar Next.
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Geostationary Extended Observations (GeoX0).—The Committee
reminds NOAA of the direction included in the Joint Explanatory
Statement accompanying Public Law 119-74 regarding GeoXO.
The recommendation provides $677,000,000 and reaffirms support
for incorporating GeoXO Imager and GeoXO Sounder instruments
on both East and West geostationary satellites, while maintaining
first launch in 2032. The Committee further directs NOAA, no later
than 90 days after the enactment of this Act, to provide a briefing
on its GeoXO acquisition and instrument deployment plans, includ-
ing the revised mission architecture along with cost and schedule
baseline; planned use of fiscal year 2027 funds and major mile-
stones; the instrument sequencing plan supporting first launch in
2032; the readiness status of the GeoXO Imager and GeoXO Sound-
er and contingency plans to ensure advanced imaging and sounding
on first launch; and the projected outyear funding required to exe-
cute the approved architecture without further delay.

Joint Venture Program.—The Committee applauds NOAA’s use
of Broad Agency Announcements to investigate new technologies
for weather forecast improvement. The recommendation includes
$5,000,000 for NOAA to transition its ongoing research with the
prlvate sector into a competitively awarded demonstration for
hyperspectral microwave sounder technologies and data.

Weather Imagery.—The recommendation provides wup to
$8,000,000 for NOAA to conduct a data pilot to procure science-
grade observations and weather imaging for cloud characterization,
sea surface temperature, and snow and sea ice detection.

Ocean Surface Winds.—The Committee supports continued pri-
vate sector momentum to bring innovative technology online for im-
proved marine weather and hurricane forecasting. The rec-
ommendation includes $5,000,000 to conduct a commercial data
pilot for ocean surface winds. The pilot should prioritize data pro-
viding both wind speed and direction with all-weather capability
across a wide swath while remaining instrument agnostic.

Commercial Space-Based Remote Sensing for Coastal Mapping.—
The Committee recognizes the limitations of infrequent aerial and
ship-based coastal mapping surveys. The Committee directs NOAA
to leverage commercial space-based remote sensing technologies,
including optical, synthetic aperture radar, and other emerging
commercial Earth observation capabilities, to augment and en-
hance its coastal mapping activities. Such data should be used to
improve the timeliness, frequency, and geographic coverage of
coastal mapping, particularly following major storm events and
other hazards. The Committee further directs NOAA to integrate
commercial satellite data into its coastal mapping workflows to
help identify areas of rapid change and to inform the prioritization
and deployment of aerial and in situ mapping assets. NOAA is en-
couraged to coordinate with other Federal agencies and existing
data acquisition programs to reduce duplication and maximize re-
turn on investment. Within 180 days of the enactment of this Act,
NOAA shall provide a briefing describing how commercial space-
based remote sensing is being used to support coastal mapping, the
benefits and limitations of such data, and any resource or policy
barriers to expanded operational use.

NOAA Construction.—The Committee is concerned that several
NMEFS laboratories will soon be unable to perform basic scientific
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functions, given the age of the infrastructure, state of disrepair,
and changing physical environments in which they are located.
Within the funds provided for NOAA Construction, NOAA shall
prioritize investments in the Northeast and Southeast where re-
gional footprint studies identified NOAA’s most pressing facilities
challenges. The Committee continues direction for NOAA to estab-
lish a five-year budget framework to address regional facility mod-
ernization planning and redevelopment of priority labs, particularly
those in the Northwest, Northeast, and Southeast regions. The
budget shall be updated yearly as additional information and fund-
ing needs are refined as projects mature from planning estimates
through design phases.

Vessel Recapitalization and Construction.—Within the increase
provided for Vessel Recapitalization and Construction, not less
than $50,000,000 shall be used to procure commercially available
small and medium-sized unmanned surface vehicles capable of op-
erating independently of crewed vessels in support of mapping and
charting, ocean exploration, and fisheries survey missions. The
platforms should be rapidly fieldable and scalable, suitable for inte-
gration into the NOAA fleet, intended to address near-term capa-
bility, and expand operational capacity.

Research Vessel (R/V) Laurentian.—The Committee directs that
no later than 180 days after the enactment of this Act, NOAA shall
provide a briefing on plans to replace the R/V Laurentian by its
end of life in 2029; opportunities to partner with other State, Fed-
eral, and private sector entities to utilize NOAA ships on the Great
Lakes for environmental monitoring, science, and management;
and recent and planned investments in other environmental moni-
toring, science, and management platforms for the unique chal-
lenges in the Great Lakes.

PACIFIC COASTAL SALMON RECOVERY

The recommendation includes $65,000,000 for the Pacific Coastal
Salmon Recovery Fund (PCSRF).

FISHERIES DISASTER ASSISTANCE

The recommendation includes $300,000 for necessary expenses of
administering the fishery disaster assistance programs authorized
by the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management
Act (Public Law 94-265) and the Interjurisdictional Fisheries Act
(title III of Public Law 99-659).

FISHERMEN’S CONTINGENCY FUND

The recommendation includes $349,000 for the Fishermen’s Con-
tingency Fund. This funding is available to compensate U.S. com-
mercial fishermen for damage or loss caused by obstructions re-
lated to oil and gas exploration and is derived from fees collected
by the Secretary of the Interior.

FISHERIES FINANCE PROGRAM ACCOUNT

Subject to section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974,
during fiscal year 2027, obligations of direct loans may not exceed
$24,000,000 for Individual Fishing Quota loans and not to exceed



42

$150,000,000 for traditional direct loans as authorized by the Mer-
chant Marine Act of 1936.

RECREATIONAL QUOTA ENTITY FUND

For carrying out the provisions of section 106 of the Driftnet
Modernization and Bycatch Reduction Act (title I of division S of
the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023 (Public Law 117-328)),
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration may assess
and collect fees pursuant to such section, which shall be credited
to this account, to remain available until expended, for the pur-
poses specified in subsection (b) of such section, in addition to
amounts otherwise available for such purposes.

DEPARTMENTAL MANAGEMENT
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

The recommendation includes $87,700,000 for Departmental
Management (DM) salaries and expenses, which is $4,800,000
below the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

Investment in Central Appalachia.—To diversify and enhance
economic opportunities, the Committee directs the Secretary to
prioritize discretionary funding to distressed counties within the
Central Appalachian region to help communities and regions that
have been affected by job losses in coal mining, coal power plant
operations, and coal-related supply chain industries due to the eco-
nomic downturn of the coal industry.

Office of Native American Business Development (ONABD).—The
recommendation provides $5,000,000 for ONABD to enable the Di-
rector to fulfill the Secretary’s duties to facilitate Tribal business
and economic development, trade, and export promotion. The Com-
mittee is disappointed in the Office of the Secretary’s lack of
progress in implementing congressional direction and the require-
ments of Public Law 116-261. The Committee directs the Depart-
ment to provide a briefing, no later than 45 days after the enact-
ment of this Act, on the actions taken to implement ONABD’s du-
ties, initiatives, and coordination activities.

Maritime Prosperity Zones.—The Committee applauds the Ad-
ministration’s recent executive actions, including “Restoring Amer-
ica’s Maritime Dominance” and “America’s Maritime Action Plan,”
which highlight the concept of Maritime Prosperity Zones as a po-
tential mechanism to strengthen the U.S. maritime industrial base,
expand shipbuilding and repair capacity, and stimulate regional
economic development tied to maritime commerce. In particular,
the Committee notes that strategically designated Maritime Pros-
perity Zones could support investment in port infrastructure, ship-
building and repair facilities, maritime logistics, and related manu-
facturing clusters. The Committee further notes the potential value
of incorporating and prioritizing U.S. internal waterways into this
initiative. America’s inland river system, including major corridors
such as the Tennessee River and the Tennessee-Tombigbee Water-
way, offers significant opportunities to support maritime manufac-
turing, barge construction and repair, and logistics activities con-
nected to coastal and international shipping networks. Leveraging
these inland assets could broaden the geographic reach of maritime
industrial revitalization and provide cost-effective sites for ex-



43

panded maritime activity. The Committee encourages the Depart-
ment of Commerce to coordinate with other Federal agencies to ex-
plore the establishment of a pilot Maritime Prosperity Zone to
evaluate how targeted Federal coordination, infrastructure invest-
ment, and regulatory flexibility could accelerate maritime indus-
trial development. In selecting potential pilot locations, the Com-
mittee encourages consideration of areas with strong maritime her-
itage, existing industrial capacity, and access to strategic inland
waterways, which may offer particularly promising opportunities
for barge construction, vessel repair, logistics, and related maritime
manufacturing activity. The Committee encourages the Depart-
ment to consult with Congress as it develops any such pilot initia-
tive.

Agricultural Bio-LNG in Global Maritime Fuel Markets.—The
Committee recognizes the critical role of domestically produced en-
ergy, including biogas, bio-LNG, and waste-derived fuels, in ad-
vancing U.S. economic competitiveness and strengthening the
American maritime industry. The Committee notes that the Ad-
ministration’s Maritime Action Plan identifies the Department of
Commerce as a key partner in rebuilding the Maritime Industrial
Base and expanding the global competitiveness of U.S.-flagged ves-
sels and domestic maritime commerce. The Committee directs the
Department to ensure that its implementation of the Maritime Ac-
tion Plan includes consideration of how American-produced fuels,
including biogenic and waste-derived fuels, can support the com-
petitiveness of U.S. maritime operators and that lifecycle-based ac-
counting methodologies are reflected in relevant trade, standards,
and commercial policy. The Committee directs the Department to
provide a briefing within 120 days of the enactment of this Act on
steps it has taken to advance the commercial interests of American
energy producers and maritime operators in international maritime
fuel markets, and to ensure that American-made fuels are not com-
petitively disadvantaged relative to foreign alternatives.

Critical Minerals Supply Chains.—The Committee recognizes the
growing importance of secure and reliable supply chains for critical
minerals essential to advanced manufacturing, defense tech-
nologies, and emerging energy systems. The Committee encourages
the Department of Commerce, including ITA and NIST, to assess
vulnerabilities within domestic supply chains for critical minerals
used in semiconductor manufacturing, advanced electronics, and
defense-related technologies. The Committee further encourages
the Department to coordinate with relevant Federal agencies and
industry stakeholders to identify opportunities to strengthen do-
mestic processing, manufacturing capacity, and supply chain resil-
ience.

Employee Stock Ownership Plans (ESOPs).—The Committee rec-
ognizes that ESOPs can be an effective tool for retaining American
companies, especially those undergoing business succession. The
Committee notes the private financing gap may impede the growth
of ESOPs among small- and medium-sized businesses, especially
those in industries critical to economic and national security. The
Committee encourages the Department to assess opportunities to
address this financing gap.

Public Access Implementation.—The Committee recognizes the
importance of public access to federally funded research in accel-
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erating scientific discovery and maximizing taxpayer value. The
Committee encourages the Department to continue collaboration
between other Federal agencies, researchers, and publishers to im-
plement frameworks that protect author rights while serving the
public interest. In so doing, the Department should protect author
rights, support rigorous unbiased peer review processes, and pro-
vide reliable repository infrastructure supported by robust, trust-
worthy metadata that are in the public interest.

RENOVATION AND MODERNIZATION

The recommendation includes $1,142,000 for the DM Renovation
and Modernization account, which is equal to the fiscal year 2026
enacted level.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

The recommendation includes $48,000,000 for the Office of In-
spector General (OIG), which is equal to the fiscal year 2026 en-
acted level.

The Committee directs the OIG to continue its oversight and in-
vestigations work on cybersecurity, telework, patent quality, the
decennial census, contracts and grants, patent examiner conflicts of
interest, and the business application system modernization.

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

The recommendation includes the following general provisions
for the Department of Commerce:

Section 101 makes funds available for advanced payments only
upon certification of officials, designated by the Secretary, that
such payments are considered to be in the public interest.

Section 102 makes appropriations for Department of Commerce
salaries and expenses available for hire of passenger motor vehi-
1cles, for services, and for uniforms or allowances as authorized by
aw.

Section 103 provides the authority to transfer funds between De-
partment of Commerce appropriation accounts and requires ad-
vance notification to the Committees on Appropriations for certain
actions.

Section 104 provides congressional notification requirements for
NOAA satellite programs and includes life cycle cost estimates for
certain weather satellite programs.

Section 105 provides for reimbursement for services within De-
partment of Commerce buildings.

Section 106 clarifies that grant recipients under the Department
of Commerce may deter child pornography, copyright infringement,
or any other unlawful activity over their networks.

Section 107 provides the NOAA Administrator with the authority
to avail NOAA of resources, with the consent of those supplying the
resources, to carry out responsibilities of any statute administered
by NOAA.

Section 108 prohibits the National Technical Information Service
from charging for certain services.

Section 109 allows NOAA to be reimbursed by Federal and non-
Federal entities for performing certain activities.
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Section 110 provides the Economics and Statistics Administra-
tion with certain authority to enter into cooperative agreements.

Section 111 sets limitations on the Department’s ability to obli-
gate unobligated balances of expired discretionary funds trans-
ferred to the Nonrecurring Expenses Fund.

Section 112 allows the NOAA Administrator to establish an al-
ternative or fixed rate for relocation allowance.

Section 113 requires NWS to maintain staffing levels to perform
statutory functions.

Section 114 prohibits the use of funds made available to NIST for
High Performance Computing resources located in the People’s Re-
public of China.

TITLE II
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

JUSTICE OPERATIONS, MANAGEMENT, AND ACCOUNTABILITY
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

The recommendation includes $140,000,000 for Justice Oper-
ations, Management, and Accountability, Salaries and Expenses,
equal to the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

McGirt v. Oklahoma.—The Committee recognizes the workload
increases for Federal agencies resulting from the Supreme Court’s
McGirt v. Oklahoma decision in 2020. The Federal responsibility
for prosecuting many serious offenses involving Indian offenders or
victims in eastern Oklahoma increased personnel needs of the U.S.
Attorney’s Office (USAO), Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI),
U.S. Marshal Service (USMS), Drug Enforcement Administration
(DEA), Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF),
and the Bureau of Prisons (BOP). The Committee directs the De-
partment to ensure all McGirt-related needs are met in fiscal year
2027 and further directs the Department to allocate no less than
the fiscal year 2026 enacted levels for McGirt-related activities, by
component. The Department is directed to keep the Committee ap-
prised of any additional resources or needs relating to McGirt, and,
no later than 90 days after the enactment of this Act, the Depart-
ment shall update and submit the report required under this head-
ing in the Joint Explanatory Statement accompanying Public Law
117-328.

Reimbursable Agreements.—The Committee recognizes the strain
placed on State investigative resources resulting from the McGirt
v. Oklahoma Supreme Court decision. Therefore, the Committee di-
rects the Department, including but not limited to the FBI and Ex-
ecutive Office for United States Attorneys (EOUSA), to explore re-
imbursable agreements with State and local partners in jurisdic-
tions facing high volumes of Indian Country investigative respon-
sibilities as a result of the McGirt decision. The Department is di-
rected to keep the Committee apprised of any additional resources
or needs relating to these reimbursable agreements.

Counterfeit Drugs and Safety Risks.—The Committee is con-
cerned about counterfeit and untested GLP-1 and GIP/GLP-1 medi-
cations, posing a serious risk to public health and patient safety.
The Committee directs the Department to coordinate with the Food
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and Drug Administration (FDA) Office of Criminal Investigations
to increase awareness across the Government on the threat posed
by the illegal distribution of counterfeit and inappropriately labeled
or manufactured GIP/GLP-1 medications and take appropriate en-
forcement actions against those whose products threaten patients’
safety. The Committee further directs the Department to provide
a report, no later than 60 days after the enactment of this Act, out-
lining efforts taken by the Department to combat these practices
and any resource limitations the Department may face.

Illegal Streaming.—Streaming has fast become a dominant dis-
tribution medium for copyrighted works—both through legally li-
censed means and illegal piracy services. In response to requests
from the Department, Congress passed strong protections against
unauthorized streaming as part of the Consolidated Appropriations
Act, 2021 (Public Law 116-260). The Committee encourages the
Department to prioritize streaming piracy cases and to detail with-
in existing reports on copyright enforcement activities the actions
it brings under section 2319C of title 18, United States Code.

Reassignment of Department Personnel.—The Committee con-
tinues to direct the Department to provide a monthly report, begin-
ning within 30 days of enactment of this Act, on the ongoing re-
assignments of DOJ law enforcement officers to activities beyond
their mission set, including Title 8 enforcement efforts. Such report
should specify the numbers of personnel either permanently reas-
signed or placed on temporary duty assignment for purposes be-
yond the original scope of the congressionally prescribed mission
and authorities, broken down by bureau/agency, along with associ-
ated costs by bureauw/agency.

Human Trafficking Courts.—The Committee recognizes that
human trafficking cases are often complex and resource-intensive
to investigate and prosecute, frequently involving vulnerable vic-
tims, multi-jurisdictional investigations, and significant evidentiary
challenges. Despite sustained Federal enforcement efforts, success-
ful prosecution of trafficking offenses can remain difficult. The
Committee directs DOJ to submit a report detailing the Depart-
ment’s investigative and prosecutorial activities, a breakdown of re-
sources needed to successfully prosecute human trafficking cases,
identification of potential unmet resource needs, and other relevant
information to address barriers to successfully prosecute perpetra-
tors of human trafficking crimes. As part of this report, the Depart-
ment, in consultation with the Administrative Office of the United
States Courts, shall identify and examine barriers affecting the ef-
fective adjudication of Federal human trafficking cases and explore
the feasibility and advisability of establishing a specialized Article
IIT judicial structure dedicated to these cases. The Department
shall provide this report within 120 days of enactment of this Act.

Victim Restitution in Fraud and Scam Cases.—The Committee is
concerned that, despite significant enforcement actions and asset
seizures in fraud and scam cases, victims often receive little or no
restitution, and that there is limited publicly available information
on restitution outcomes. The Committee directs the Department to
submit a report not later than 180 days after the enactment of this
Act assessing the Department’s efforts to obtain restitution for vic-
tims of fraud and scams. The report shall include, to the extent
practicable: (1) data on the number of fraud and scam cases result-
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ing in restitution orders; (2) the total amount of restitution ordered
compared to the total amount actually recovered and distributed to
victims; (3) average and median recovery rates and timeframes for
victim compensation; and (4) an analysis of legal, operational, and
practical challenges that impede victim restitution, including issues
related to asset tracing, forfeiture procedures, competing claims,
international activity, and victim identification. The report shall
also identify opportunities to improve restitution outcomes, includ-
ing potential legislative, regulatory, or administrative changes to
better ensure that victims receive meaningful financial recovery.

Community Relations Service (CRS).—The Committee accepts
OMB’s request to eliminate the CRS. Further, the Committee au-
thorizes the funding provided under this heading to fully close out
CRS operations and functions.

Counter-Unmanned Aircraft Systems (C-UAS).—The Committee
recognizes the growing threat posed by the malicious and unau-
thorized use of UAS to public safety, critical infrastructure, mass
gatherings, and sensitive government facilities. The Committee
supports increased public investment in U.S. industry to accelerate
the development and deployment of effective counter-UAS tech-
nologies to detect, identify, track, and mitigate such threats. The
Committee emphasizes that the rapid deployment of cost-effective
counter-UAS solutions to address the most prevalent threats to the
homeland should include radio frequency (RF)-based detection,
identification, tracking, and mitigation capabilities. The Committee
directs the Department, in coordination with the Department of
Homeland Security, as appropriate, to ensure that acquisition
strategies, pilot programs, and technology evaluations do not ex-
clude RF-enabled systems and fully consider commercially avail-
able, scalable, and interoperable RF-based counter-UAS solutions.
The Committee further encourages the Departments to prioritize
technologies that enhance situational awareness, enable non-ki-
netic mitigation options, minimize collateral effects, and support in-
tegration with existing public safety and homeland security com-
munications infrastructure.

Ethylene Oxide (EtO) Litigation Transparency and Continuity of
Sterile Medical Devices.—The Committee recognizes the vital role
of EtO sterilization in maintaining the availability of sterile med-
ical devices essential for patient care in the United States. The
Committee is aware of increased medical monitoring claims related
to EtO exposure and the influence of third party litigation funding
in mass tort matters. To ensure transparency and preserve access
to essential health care products, the Committee directs the De-
partment, in consultation with appropriate Federal agencies, to as-
sess the prevalence and impact of third party litigation funding in
EtO related cases; evaluate opportunities to strengthen disclosure,
oversight, and conflict of interest safeguards; and report within 180
days on findings and any recommendations that promote trans-
parency, protect scientific integrity in claims adjudication, and
mitigate unintended disruptions to the supply of sterilized medical
devices necessary for patient care.

Combatting Organized Animal Cruelty.—The Committee is con-
cerned about illegal animal fighting activity that subjects animals
to extreme cruelty and suffering, and is often linked to inter-
national drug trafficking, organized crime and money laundering.
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The Committee is encouraged by the Department’s use of the Pre-
venting Animal Cruelty and Torture Act (Public Law 116-72) and
other Federal animal cruelty statutes to hold perpetrators account-
able. The Department is encouraged to increase efforts to inves-
tigate and dismantle dogfighting and cockfighting operations as
soon as there is any evidence of such illegal activity, including col-
laborating with the U.S. Department of Agriculture and other Fed-
eral, State, and local law enforcement agencies.

Cargo, Rail, Supply Chain, and Retail Theft Task Forces and
Prosecution.—The Committee is concerned with the alarming rise
in supply chain fraud and cargo theft throughout the railroad, com-
mercial motor vehicle, and intermodal transportation systems. The
Committee recognizes that cargo theft offenses are often associated
with organized crime syndicates, drug trafficking, and illicit fi-
nance, and have a significant adverse impact on the United States
economy. The Committee understands that States face resource
and investigative challenges from groups operating beyond local,
State, and regional law enforcement capabilities, and that more
needs to be done to address the cross-jurisdictional, interstate, and
international aspects of these crimes. Therefore, the Committee di-
rects the Department to provide a briefing, within 120 days of en-
actment of this Act, on plans to establish regional task forces, led
by the FBI and in partnership with Homeland Security Investiga-
tions, the Transportation Security Administration, the Department
of Transportation, and Federal, State, and local law enforcement
agencies, to investigate and refer related cases for prosecution. The
recommendation includes $2,000,000 to support the establishment
of these task forces. The Committee further directs the EOUSA to
submit a report, within 90 days of the enactment of this Act, iden-
tifying the USAOs with the highest rates of crimes involving cargo
theft, including under sections 659, 1991, and 2117 of title 18,
United States Code. The Committee directs those USAOs with the
highest rates of cargo theft, or a significant rail presence, to assign
at least one additional attorney to cargo theft prosecutions and fur-
ther directs the Department to allocate no less than $2,000,000 for
such purposes.

Combatting the Opioid Crisis.—The Committee remains alarmed
by the opioid epidemic in the United States. Therefore, the Com-
mittee directs the Department to leverage all available resources to
continue dismantling and disrupting opioid and heroin distribution
networks throughout the United States by identifying individuals
involved in the transportation, sale, distribution and use of illegal
opioids based on intelligence obtained from cooperating sources,
law enforcement interdiction activities, and current and historical
drug trends, and to use that obtained information to further com-
plex drug investigations targeting those identified opioid distribu-
tion networks. The Committee directs the Department to provide a
briefing on these activities, no later than 60 days after the enact-
ment of this Act. As part of this briefing, the Department shall de-
scribe these activities in both Tribal and non-Tribal jurisdictions.

Fentanyl Wastewater Testing and Epidemiology.—The Committee
supports the DEA, the FBI, and local law enforcement in their ef-
forts to combat the trafficking and sale of fentanyl across the coun-
try. The Committee also supports the use of emerging technologies
to bolster and accelerate these efforts, such as new technology in
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advanced wastewater epidemiology and testing. To enhance these
efforts, the recommendation includes $10,000,000 to accelerate test-
ing for fentanyl by utilizing commercially available advanced
wastewater testing technology that can identify and analyze spe-
cific biomarkers to detect narcotics prevalence, country of origin,
understand usage patterns, and identify trends through anony-
mous, macro-level data. Such emerging technology could provide in-
creased capabilities in the detection, monitoring, tracking, and
analysis of fentanyl and other controlled substances to identify its
production or use, when and where it exists among our commu-
nities, to reduce fentanyl trafficking and use.

Increase Enforcement Against Illegal E-Cigarettes.—The Com-
mittee directs the Department to direct the highest practicable
amount of resources toward enforcement activities related to e-ciga-
rettes, vapes, and other electronic nicotine delivery systems, includ-
ing activities to increase civil and criminal injunctions in coordina-
tion with the FDA, and to continue detentions, seizures, and de-
struction of illicit tobacco products found to be imported and dis-
tributed unlawfully into the United States.

Availability Pay.—The Committee directs the Department to pro-
vide a briefing, no later than 90 days after the enactment of this
Act, on the feasibility of the payment of availability pay under 5
U.S.C. 5545a and to permit aggregate annual compensation for em-
ployees receiving such pay to exceed the limitation otherwise appli-
cable under section 5547, except that such aggregate compensation
may not exceed the rate payable for Executive Schedule Level II.
This briefing shall include a detailed cost estimate for permitting
such compensation, broken out by component and/or agency, as
well as the number of employees permitting such compensation
could apply to, and any other fiscal or policy considerations.

Second Amendment Task Force.—The Committee commends the
Trump Administration for the creation of the Second Amendment
Enforcement Task Force to vigorously protect and restore Second
Amendment rights, pursuant to Executive Order 14206 entitled
“Protecting Second Amendment Rights.” The Committee directs the
Task Force to develop and execute strategies for the Department
to use litigation and policy to advance Second Amendment rights.
As part of this directive, the Committee expects the Task Force to
actively review Federal statutes, regulations, and agency guidance
related to the right to keep and bear arms and identify provisions
that may be inconsistent with the Second Amendment as inter-
preted by the Supreme Court. Where Federal law, regulation, or
enforcement policies are determined by the Task Force to impose
an unlawful burden on Second Amendment rights, consistent with
Supreme Court precedent and applicable Federal law, the Com-
mittee expects the Task Force to advise the Attorney General on
strategies to leverage litigation or policy changes to remedy the
identified potential constitutional harm. The Task Force is ex-
pected to coordinate with other Departmental components to en-
sure that the Department’s litigation positions in Federal court re-
flect a consistently robust defense of Second Amendment protec-
tions consistent with Supreme Court precedent and applicable Fed-
eral law. The Committee further directs the Task Force to provide
a briefing, no later than 90 days after the enactment of this Act
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and quarterly thereafter, on the Task Force’s activities described
above.

JUSTICE INFORMATION SHARING TECHNOLOGY
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

The recommendation includes $50,000,000 for Justice Informa-
tion Sharing Technology, which is $11,540,000 above the fiscal year
2026 enacted level.

Cybersecurity Modernization.—The Committee is concerned with
the impact of recent cyberattacks targeting the nation’s Federal
law enforcement and legal infrastructure. Consistent with the De-
partment’s 2025-2027 IT Strategic Plan objective to streamline
threat detection and remediation, the Committee encourages the
Department to adopt a unified, Al-driven security operations plat-
form that can reduce manual workloads and security data siloing,
and drive significant reductions in average security incident detec-
tion and response times across the enterprise. To that end, the
Committee recommends not less than $10,000,000 of the amount
provided under the Justice Information Sharing Technology ac-
count for the Department to deploy a modern, Al-driven security
operations platform capable of integrating with existing cybersecu-
rity tooling to streamline incident reporting and automate security
orchestration and response to detected network security incidents.
The Committee directs the Chief Information Officer of the Depart-
ment to provide a briefing, not later than 180 days after the enact-
ment of this Act, detailing: (1) a roadmap for the deployment of
this platform; (2) projected cost savings from the reduction of dupli-
cative tooling and manual workloads; and (3) measurable bench-
marks for the reduction of average security incident detection and
response times.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR IMMIGRATION REVIEW
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

The recommendation includes $800,000,000 for the Executive Of-
fice for Immigration Review (EOIR), of which $10,000,000 is de-
rived by transfer from the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Serv-
ices Immigration Examinations Fee Account. The recommendation
is equal to the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

The recommendation includes $139,000,000 for the Office of In-
spector General (OIG), which is equal to the fiscal year 2026 en-
acted level.

UNITED STATES PAROLE COMMISSION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

The recommendation includes $12,864,000 for the salaries and
expenses of the United States Parole Commission, which is
$136,000 below the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.
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LEGAL ACTIVITIES
SALARIES AND EXPENSES, GENERAL LEGAL ACTIVITIES
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

The recommendation includes $1,015,000,000 for General Legal
Activities, which is $115,000,000 above the fiscal year 2026 enacted
level. Of the amounts made available under this subheading, no
less than $20,000,000 shall be allocated to the Trade Fraud Task
Force, within the Criminal Division, to carry out Task Force activi-
ties, including prosecuting entities found to be in violation of the
Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act (UFLPA) particularly in high-
priority sectors, transshipment of goods, evasion of tariffs, trade-
based money laundering, and other trade-related crimes; no less
than $19,200,000 shall be allocated to the Criminal Division to
combat child exploitation; and no less than $2,500,000 shall be allo-
cated to the Computer Crime and Intellectual Property Section,
within the Criminal Division. The Committee has provided sepa-
rate funding recommendations by office and decision unit as fol-
lows:

Office of the Solicitor General ..........cccccceeeieeviiiveiieiiieeiieeeee e $16,000,000
Criminal Division $275,000,000
Civil DIVISION .oiiviiiiiieiieiiicieecie ettt ettt seaeeae e aeebeeesseenenas $435,000,000
Environment and Natural Resources Division . $85,000,000
Office of Legal Counsel $10,000,000
Civil Rights Division $152,000,000

Fraud Division ............... . $30,000,000
Office of Pardon Attorney . $12,000,000

Total, General Legal Activities ......cccccooveriiieniieniieeniieniienieeieenee. $1,015,000,000

Second Amendment Rights Section.—Within the funding provided
under this subheading, the Committee recommends $1,418,000 for
the recently established dedicated Second Amendment Rights Sec-
tion (the Section) within the Civil Rights Division. The Committee
expects the recommended funds to be used to hire attorneys, inves-
tigators, and support staff; develop litigation strategies; and build
sustained subject matter expertise to protect the constitutional
right to keep and bear arms. Within the aforementioned rec-
ommended funding, the Committee directs the Section to monitor
State and local laws, regulations, policies, and practices to identify
measures that unlawfully infringe upon the right to keep and bear
arms and shall pursue enforcement actions where justice so re-
quires in the discretion of the Department. The Committee further
directs the Section to participate and contribute to the mission set
of the Second Amendment Enforcement Task Force established by
the Attorney General pursuant to Executive Order 14206 entitled
“Protecting Second Amendment Rights.” The Committee directs the
Department to refrain from any reorganization of this Section in a
manner that undermines its purpose without prior notification to
the Committee. The Section is directed to ensure the Department’s
legal positions are consistent with a robust interpretation of Second
Amendment protections. The Committee directs the Assistant At-
torney General for Civil Rights to transmit a semi-annual report to
the Committee summarizing the Section’s activities, including en-
forcement actions taken, a description of unmet needs to sustain
the operations of the Section, potential areas for legislative
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changes, and any other considerations relevant for Congress on this
matter.

Protection of Gun Owner Registration Information.—The Com-
mittee is concerned by the constitutional injuries that may arise
from firearm ownership databases maintained by State or local
governments. Therefore, the Committee directs the Second Amend-
ment Rights Section, consistent with the directives in this Report
and Executive Order 14206, to review and monitor State or local
government firearm ownership databases as part of its broader
mission and identify databases that may unlawfully infringe upon
the rights afforded to lawful gun owners by the Second Amendment
rights. The Section is directed to provide a briefing, no later than
180 days after the enactment of this Act, on the Section’s activities
in accordance with the directives under this caption and present
any relevant preliminary findings to the Committee.

Deinstitutionalization.—The Committee notes the nationwide dis-
placement of vulnerable persons from institutional programs
caused by litigation or the threat of litigation. The Committee also
notes that in Olmstead v. L.C., a majority of the Supreme Court
held that the Americans with Disabilities Act (Public Law 101-336)
does not condone or require removing individuals from institutional
settings when they are unable to handle or benefit from a commu-
nity-based setting, and that Federal law does not require the impo-
sition of community-based treatment on patients who do not desire
it. The Committee directs the Department to initiate a comprehen-
sive investigation into deaths that followed settlement-ordered
transitions from licensed intermediate care facilities for persons
with intellectual and developmental disabilities (ICFs/IDD). The
Committee further directs the Department to suspend activities
aimed at displacing fragile Americans from intermediate care facili-
ties for persons with ICFs/IDD which are in compliance with Fed-
eral and State licensure requirements without considering the
input of family, the patient, or the patient’s legal guardian. The
Committee remains concerned that the deinstitutionalization
stance taken by both Federally-supported Developmental Disabil-
ities Assistance Act (Public Law 106-402) programs, and the De-
partment in its related prosecutorial discretion, impact individuals
who may be unable to handle or benefit from community integra-
tion and do not desire such care. The Committee strongly urges the
Department to ensure that the Civil Rights Division properly ac-
counts for the needs and desires of ICFs/IDD patients, their fami-
lies, caregivers and legal representatives, and the importance of af-
fording patients the proper setting for their care, in the enforce-
ment of Public Law 101-336 and the Olmstead decision.

Litigation Strike Team.—Within the funding provided, the Com-
mittee directs the Department to create a litigation strike team to
address litigation against national forest restoration projects in the
ten most highly litigated National Forests. The Committee encour-
ages this strike team to focus specifically on litigation against na-
tional forest restoration projects in these forests. Such litigators
should have extensive experience with litigation in western States
or litigation against national forest restoration projects. The Com-
mittee encourages the litigation strike team to consult with the
USDA Office of the General Counsel and relevant U.S. Forest Serv-
ice staff as well as relevant State agencies on pending litigation
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and planned national forest restoration projects no less than six
times per year beginning 30 days after the enactment of this Act.
The Committee also directs the Department to provide a briefing
within 30 days of the enactment of this Act outlining a plan for
convening the strike team and for coordination between the De-
partment of Agriculture and relevant State agencies.

Trade Fraud Task Force.—The Committee is concerned with in-
creases in international trade crimes and directs the Department
to maintain a task force, named program, or other similar struc-
ture within its Criminal Division to increase the investigative capa-
bilities of the Department with respect to the detection, investiga-
tion, and prosecution of trade-related crimes, including those viola-
tions of law that are implicated by activities in furtherance of the
evasion of duties, tariffs, restrictions, or requirements imposed
under the UFLPA, Tariff Act of 1930, Trade Expansion Act of 1962,
and Trade Act of 1974. The focus shall be on enhancing nationwide
responses to transshipment and other trade-related crimes, includ-
ing assisting other Federal agencies and State, local, and Tribal
law enforcement agencies with trade related prosecutions; and col-
laborating with international and private sector partners to detect,
investigate, and prosecute transshipment and trade-related crimes.

Chinese Communist Party (CCP) Money Laundering.—The Com-
mittee directs the Department to utilize funds directed to anti-
money laundering programs to investigate potential money laun-
dering schemes involving CCP-connected marijuana businesses and
entities providing financial services to these businesses.

Animal Welfare.—Within the funding provided to the Environ-
ment and Natural Resources Division, the recommendation in-
cludes $2,000,000 for expenses necessary for the creation of a dedi-
cated section to enforce animal welfare laws, including for the sala-
fies of full-time personnel dedicated to the enforcement of such
aws.

Elder Justice in Fraud Cases.—The Committee encourages the
Department to use available resources to support task forces that
bring together or coordinate with State and local law enforcement,
prosecutors, adult protective services professionals, and relevant
Federal agencies, including the FBI, the Federal Trade Commis-
sion, and the United States Secret Service, to improve information
sharing, build complex fraud cases, and enhance victim support
and restitution for older adults.

VACCINE INJURY COMPENSATION TRUST FUND

The Committee recommends a reimbursement of $22,700,000 for
Department expenses associated with litigating cases under the
National Childhood Vaccine Injury Act of 1986 (Public Law 99—
660), which is equal to the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, ANTITRUST DIVISION

The recommendation includes $313,000,000 for the Antitrust Di-
vision (ATR). This appropriation is offset by estimated pre-merger
filing fee collections. The recommendation is $3,000,000 above the
fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

Meat Packing Investigations.—The Committee reminds the Anti-
trust Division that beef processing facilities are vital to the domes-
tic beef supply chain and have played a significant role in ensuring
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ranchers receive historically high payments for their product. The
Committee encourages the Division to consider the economic im-
pact of antitrust investigations into domestic meat packing compa-
nies that are operating at an economic loss. Regarding the Divi-
sion’s activities involving these market participants, the Committee
is concerned by the potential economic costs of consent decrees or
settlements and the fiscal burden that may be borne by the Amer-
ican consumer resulting from such activities.

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS

The recommendation includes $2,748,577,000 for the Executive
Office for United States Attorneys and the 94 United States Attor-
neys’ offices, of which $40,000,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended. The recommendation 1s $127,577,000 above the fiscal year
2026 enacted level.

Congressional Liaison.—The Committee is concerned by the lack
of communication between the EOUSA and the Committee. The
Committee generally supports the dedication of liaisons to the spe-
cialized work of the Committee and wants to ensure the Depart-
ment and its components have the staff and resources needed to be
effective. Therefore, no later than 90 days after the enactment of
this Act, the Committee directs EOUSA to submit proposals and
recommendations to strengthen the budget or appropriations liai-
sons positions, in particular, by improving coordination within
EOUSA, as well as coordination with the Committee. These pro-
posals and recommendations should include an examination of ti-
tles, roles, responsibilities, and promotion parity, as well as any
other proposals deemed appropriate by EOUSA. These proposals
shall also consider a specific budget or appropriation liaison for the
U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of Columbia. Furthermore,
the Committee directs EOUSA to fill and maintain budget or ap-
propriations liaison positions exclusively within the Financial Man-
agement Division, or operational equivalent within EOUSA, and
under the immediate supervision and authority of the Chief Finan-
cial Officer, or the functional equivalent.

Prosecuting Fraud.—The Committee supports ongoing investiga-
tions and prosecutions related to fraud within Federally funded,
State-administered programs. As the U.S. Attorneys in Minnesota
and elsewhere continue to carry out these investigations, it is im-
perative that the EOUSA continues to prioritize this work, espe-
cially in Minnesota. Fraud investigations play a crucial role in pro-
tecting Americans by ensuring that Government benefits are allo-
cated fairly and that individuals who genuinely need assistance are
not burdened by the actions of criminals.

District of Columbia Crime Statistics.—The Committee directs
the Department to submit to the Committees on Appropriations
and Oversight and Government Reform, and make public no later
than 30 days after the enactment of this Act, a report with data
regarding prosecution rates and arrests for the offenses of homi-
cide, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, larceny, motor ve-
hicle theft, carjackings, and arson in the District of Columbia. Such
data must include numbers for cases in which the U.S. Attorney’s
Office for the District of Columbia declines to file a charging docu-
ment, cases for which a charging document has been filed in court
but which are dismissed at a later time by the U.S. Attorney’s Of-
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fice for the District of Columbia or the court, convictions by plea,
jury trial and non-jury trial, not guilty verdicts and hung juries,
total dispositions, and cases with no disposition reported. The Com-
mittee directs the Department to provide data for years 2016
through 2025, no later than 90 days after the enactment of this
Act, and share all data on the Department’s website, disaggregated
by crime and by year.

Addressing Threats Toward Members of Congress.—The Com-
mittee remains concerned about the significant increase in the
number of directions of interest and direct threats against Mem-
bers of Congress. To address the existing lack of prosecutorial ca-
pacity to investigate and prosecute these threats, the Department
is encouraged to continue working with the U.S. Capitol Police
(USCP) Protective Intelligence Operations Center (PIOC) and di-
rected to coordinate closely with the U.S. Attorney’s Office in each
of the 94 Federal districts to investigate and prosecute threats
against Members of Congress.

UNITED STATES TRUSTEE SYSTEM FUND

The recommendation includes $197,702,000 for the United States
Trustee Program, which is $7,298,000 below the fiscal year 2026
enacted level. This appropriation is offset by estimated fee collec-
tions.

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, FOREIGN CLAIMS SETTLEMENT COMMISSION

The recommendation includes $2,512,000 for the Foreign Claims
Settlement Commission, which is $8,000 above the fiscal year 2026
enacted level.

FEES AND EXPENSES OF WITNESSES

The Committee recommends $320,000,000 for Fees and Expenses
of Witnesses, which is equal to the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.
The Department is expected not to obligate funds for expert wit-
ness services, including the payment of fees and expenses of expert
witnesses, from any other Department accounts other than Fees
and Expenses of Witnesses.

ASSETS FORFEITURE FUND

The recommendation includes $20,514,000 for the Assets For-
feiture Fund, which is equal to the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

UNITED STATES MARSHALS SERVICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

The recommendation includes $1,741,000,000 for the salaries and
expenses of the United States Marshals Service (USMS), which is
$39,000,000 above the fiscal year 2026 enacted level. Of the
amounts made available under this heading, no less than
$6,000,000 shall be allocated to INTERPOL Washington to support
the International Child Sexual Exploitation Database (ICSE) and
INTERPOL'’s victim identification efforts globally.

Judiciary Data Integration Modernization.—The Committee un-
derstands the unique authority and broad mandate of the USMS
in the protection of the Federal Judiciary. However, despite recent
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investments in judicial security, the USMS operates within a frag-
mented information ecosystem that makes it difficult to gain a
complete and timely picture of threat intelligence. To address cur-
rent mission challenges and enhance interoperability, the Com-
mittee provides $4,700,000 for the USMS to establish a nationwide,
single operational intelligence picture for the USMS Judicial Secu-
rity Division by utilizing a commercially available, intelligence
platform with a unified, interoperable, real-time environment for
identifying threats, seamlessly integrating intelligence and ana-
lytics, and increasing operational visibility towards the protection
of the Federal Judiciary.

Protective Operations.—The recommendation includes an addi-
tional $14,200,000 for executive branch protective operations.

CONSTRUCTION

The recommendation includes $8,000,000 for construction and re-
lated expenses in space controlled, occupied, or utilized by the
USMS for prisoner holding and related support. The recommenda-
tion is equal to the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

FEDERAL PRISONER DETENTION

The recommendation includes $2,996,363,000 for Federal Pris-
oner Detention (FPD), which is $760,363,000 above the fiscal year
2026 enacted level.

NATIONAL SECURITY DIVISION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

The recommendation includes $121,000,000 for the salaries and
expenses of the National Security Division, which is $3,800,000
above the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

Countering Espionage by the People’s Republic of China (PRC).—
The Committee remains alarmed by the threat posed by the PRC
as it relates to economic espionage, trade secret theft, hacking, and
foreign direct investment and supply chain compromises. There-
fore, the Committee directs the National Security Division to lever-
age all available resources to continue subverting espionage and in-
fluence efforts against American businesses, research institutions,
and academia emanating from the PRC.

Foreign Entity Litigation Transparency.—The Committee is con-
cerned about foreign entities that fund domestic litigation and di-
rects the National Security Division to provide a report within 180
days of the enactment of this Act describing how foreign entities
use the U.S. litigation system for financial and/or geopolitical gain,
and its impact on U.S. markets and companies. The Committee en-
courages the Department to include the extent to which investors
or other entities from China are involved. The Committee also di-
rects the Department to work with relevant Federal agencies to
discern the extent of the trading of U.S. securities by litigation
funders, and the timing of those trades as it relates to domestic
litigation. The report shall be submitted in unclassified form but
may include a classified annex as necessary to protect sensitive or
national security information, and the Committee directs the De-
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partment to provide both versions concurrently within the required
timeframe.

INTERAGENCY LAW ENFORCEMENT
INTERAGENCY CRIME DRUG ENFORCEMENT TASK FORCES

The recommendation includes $483,735,000 to continue inter-gov-
ernmental drug interdiction work under this subheading, which is
$183,735,000 above the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

Contraband Vape Products.—The Committee continues to be con-
cerned that the China tobacco monopoly is flooding the U.S. market
with illicit electronic nicotine delivery system (ENDS) products.
Moreover, the Committee recognizes that the China tobacco monop-
oly generates over $200 billion annually for the CCP, a portion of
which is funded by the sale of illegal disposable vapor products,
making this as much of a national security matter as it is a public
health issue. The Committee therefore directs the Department and
its component agencies to lead the ENDS Enforcement Task Force,
other members of which include the U.S. Postal Inspection Service
(USPIS); Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE); Homeland
Security Investigations (HSI), the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA), and the Federal Trade Commission (FTC), to bring all avail-
able criminal and civil tools to bear against the illegal manufac-
ture, importation, distribution, and sale of ENDS products, includ-
ing by pursuing significant civil and criminal penalties, to eradicate
illicit Chinese ENDS products from the U.S. market and eliminate
this illicit funding source for both the CCP and Mexican
transnational criminal organizations operating inside the U.S. The
Department and its component agencies shall consider all applica-
ble civil and criminal violations, including trade fraud and customs
fraud, smuggling, money laundering, violations of the Food, Drug,
and Cosmetic Act, and violations of the Prevent All Cigarette Traf-
ficking Act. The Committee further directs the Department and its
component agencies to establish specific performance measures for
the ENDS Enforcement Task Force and report quarterly to the
Committee on the Task Force’s enforcement activities. The Com-
mittee encourages the Department to recommend in such report
any additional criminal or civil authorities that may be necessary
to address this public health and national security threat.

Illicit Chinese E-Cigarette Imports.—The Committee remains
concerned by the influx of illicit Chinese e-cigarettes into the
United States, including reports that the CCP, through China’s
State Tobacco Monopoly Administration, exports hundreds of mil-
lions of illegal products annually, generating billions of dollars in
revenue that may undermine U.S. economic and strategic interests
and threaten the integrity of the U.S. financial system. The Com-
mittee understands that the DOJ is investigating the link between
importers of the illegal products and Mexican transnational crimi-
nal organizations and that the DEA is investigating vape shops
near military bases, having disclosed in September of 2025 that the
majority of these shops investigated by DEA are owned and oper-
ated by foreign nationals believed to be specifically targeting active
military personnel. The Committee notes that the Department of
the Treasury’s FinCEN is actively working to address these risks
by issuing advisories and financial trend analyses to raise aware-
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ness of Chinese money laundering networks and cartel involvement
in illicit e-cigarette import into the United States, distribution and
sale in the United States, and export from the United States to
Mexico. Therefore, the Committee directs the Department to use its
enforcement and diplomatic authorities to combat illegal Chinese e-
cigarettes by negotiating directly with Chinese leaders to prevent
future shipments of illegal e-cigarettes. The Committee further di-
rects the Department to utilize all relevant authorities and pro-
grams to prioritize the identification, analysis, and disruption of fi-
nancial networks associated with the manufacture, importation,
distribution, and sale of illegal Chinese e-cigarettes and to brief the
Committee not later than 90 days after the enactment of this Act
on actions taken, trends identified, and any additional authorities
or resources needed to mitigate these risks.

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

The Committee recommends $11,355,117,000 for the salaries and
expenses of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), which is
$745,661,000 above the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

Cartels on Tribal Land.—The Committee remains very concerned
with reports of international criminal cartels targeting Tribal com-
munities for human and drug trafficking. The Committee directs
the FBI, in coordination with the Bureau of Indian Affairs Office
of Justice Services and HSI, to report to the Committee not later
than 180 days after the enactment of this Act, regarding resources
currently allocated, activities being conducted, and additional re-
sources needed to combat illegal criminal cartels targeting commu-
nities located on Tribal lands. The report should also provide rec-
ommended strategies for improving cross-jurisdictional relation-
ships between Tribes and Federal law enforcement agencies, in-
cluding opportunities to expand self-determination authorities
under the Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act,
to combat international cartel activity on Indian lands.

Forensic Genetic Genealogy Pilot Program.—The Committee rec-
ognizes the growing effectiveness of forensic genetic genealogy
(FGG) in generating investigative leads related to violent crimes
and unidentified human remains cases where traditional DNA
analysis has not produced a match. To further evaluate the oper-
ational utility of this technology at the Federal level, the Com-
mittee directs the FBI to establish a pilot program to apply FGG
analysis to no less than 100 cases involving unsolved violent crimes
or unidentified human remains. The pilot program shall commence
not later than 120 days after the enactment of this Act. The Com-
mittee further directs the FBI to track and report on the number
of FGG samples analyzed, investigative leads generated, and the
number of perpetrators or human remains identified as a result of
this pilot effort.

Field Offices—The Committee supports initiatives to relocate
portions of the footprint of the FBI outside of the National Capitol
Region, including through strategic relocation of work functions,
operations, and facilities. The Committee encourages the FBI to
continue pursuing this initiative by relocating personnel nation-
wide, including Kansas City, MO.
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Joint Criminal and Opioid Darknet Enforcement (JCODE) Initia-
tive.—Modern-day TCOs are flat, fluid networks that increasingly
engage in modern criminal enterprises including drug, human, and
weapons trafficking, cyber fraud, and embezzlement. The Com-
mittee recognizes the FBI-led JCODE Initiative, in coordination
with its Federal, State, local, and international partners, have re-
sulted in significant crackdowns of dark web vendors and buyers,
seizing notable amounts of illicit drugs, fentanyl, and firearms. To
continue to target fentanyl and opioid trafficking on Darknet and
Clearnet, the Committee continues to strongly support the JCODE
Initiative.

Oil Theft.—The Committee remains concerned by the prolifera-
tion of organized oil theft and related criminal activity in the Per-
mian Basin, including activity linked to TCOs. The Committee con-
tinues to support the FBI-led Oil Field Theft Task Force. The Com-
mittee directs the FBI to provide quarterly briefings on Task Force
activities, including staffing, investigative priorities, coordination
with Federal, State, and local law enforcement partners, and
progress made in identifying and disrupting criminal networks in-
volved in energy-sector theft and associated illicit finance.

FBI Drug Control Funding.—The Committee continues to strong-
ly support the FBI’s efforts to target drug trafficking and includes
no less than $386,000,000 for drug control funding to support a
comprehensive, multi-pronged criminal enterprise strategy to tar-
get fentanyl and opioid trafficking on the dark web, enhance intel-
ligence activities and money laundering, and support investigations
that focus on identifying, targeting, disrupting, degrading, and dis-
mantling TCOs and other criminal enterprises exploiting Clearnet
and the dark web.

Supporting Law Enforcement Through ViCAP Modernization and
Training.—The Committee recognizes the critical role of the FBI’s
Violent Criminal Apprehension Program (ViCAP) in assisting law
enforcement agencies with the investigation and resolution of vio-
lent crimes, including serial homicides, sexual assaults, and miss-
ing persons cases. The Committee directs the FBI to provide a
briefing on the ViCAP database. As part of this briefing, the FBI
shall address the feasibility of enhancing its technological capabili-
ties, improving data sharing and participation among law enforce-
ment agencies, and expanding its effectiveness in identifying and
apprehending violent offenders. This briefing shall occur no later
than 90 days after the enactment of this Act. The Committee fur-
ther urges the FBI to prioritize support for State, local, and Tribal
law enforcement through training, and operational collaboration re-
lated to the ViCAP program.

Task Force Data Virtualization.—The Committee supports the
FBI’'s leadership of Violent Gang Safe Streets Task Forces but
notes that persistent data barriers continue to impede the speed of
investigations. The Committee encourages the FBI to allocate re-
sources toward data virtualization technologies that allow State,
local, and Tribal task force officers to access relevant Federal intel-
ligence from their respective agency environments. The FBI is fur-
ther encouraged to pilot federated search capabilities that can
index and query across task force member databases while main-
taining strict access controls and privacy compliance, thereby re-
ducing the administrative burden of manual data entry and man-
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ual cross-checking across separate systems. The Committee directs
the FBI to provide a briefing no later than 180 days after the en-
actment of this Act on any pilots initiated pursuant to this lan-
guage.

Criminal Gang Activity in Jail and Prison Systems Software Pro-
curement.—The Committee is concerned with the increasing crimi-
nal gang activity based in jail and prison systems. The Committee
understands that the FBI currently lacks the technology necessary
to track communications of criminal gang activity inside the prison
walls, while other Federal law enforcement agencies have procured
such technology. Therefore, the Committee recommends up to
$8,200,000 to procure a secure and encrypted data mining and vis-
ualization solution that includes social network analysis software
that disrupts criminal gangs and criminal gang activities in jail
and prison systems throughout out the United States.

Unified Metrics.—The FBI, no later than 180 days after the en-
actment of this Act, shall adopt a standard, unified set of metrics
that identify the time to deliver capacity, technology refresh win-
dow, and complete costs of building and operating on-premises
datacenters. This unified metrics set shall enable the FBI to deter-
mine their total on-premises datacenter costs, including all over-
head and operational expenses, to allow for accurate time and cost
comparisons with cloud service provider procurement timelines and
all-inclusive pricing on Commercial Cloud Enterprise (C2E) solu-
tions. These metrics shall include, but not be limited to, the fol-
lowing: (1) build duration and costs associated with land acquisi-
tion, physical structure construction, and utilities; (2) capacity
availability of the datacenter; (3) time required for technology re-
fresh of servers within the datacenter; and (4) total cost, including
but not limited to: hardware, personnel, security, contracting, and
acquisition-related expenses. No later than 270 days after the en-
actment of this Act, the FBI shall provide an assessment on the
feasibility of requiring the FBI to commission a total cost of owner-
ship and capacity delivery analysis leveraging the metrics identi-
fied under this stem prior to initiating the construction of a new
data center or expanding an existing data center requiring con-
struction. This assessment shall include what impact, if any, this
total cost of ownership and capacity delivery requirement would
have on procurement timelines.

File Intelligence Platform.—The Committee notes the secure doc-
umentation software solutions for law enforcement use. Therefore,
the Committee directs the FBI to assess solutions to expand its se-
cure file intelligence platform to strengthen records management,
sharing, and interoperability for its Criminal Justice Information
Services (CJIS) Division. The assessment shall evaluate a commer-
cially available, off-the-shelf (COTS) solution that operates at Im-
pact Level 5 and Impact Level 6 (secret), provides interoperability
with the Department of War (DOW) systems and documentation,
and provides Smartcard- and Federal Public Key Infrastructure
(PKI)-enabled document execution. As part of this assessment, the
FBI shall identify available systems that are already in use at the
DOW or other Intelligence Community (IC) components. Within the
funding provided under this subheading, the Committee rec-
ommends up to $5,000,000 for the FBI to conduct this assessment.
This assessment shall commence no later than 30 days after the
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enactment of this Act. The Committee further directs the FBI to
provide a status briefing on this assessment within 180 days of the
enactment of this Act. No later than 60 days after the conclusion
of this assessment, the FBI is directed to submit a report on its
findings.

Enhanced FBI Tactical Training.—The Committee is encouraged
by the growing use of autonomous robotic targets by Federal law
enforcement to replicate real-world scenarios that enhance marks-
manship skills, train tactical decision-making under stressful con-
ditions, and promote public safety. The Committee’s recommenda-
tion provides up to $10,000,000 to augment the FBI’s existing tac-
tical training with a robotic target capability. Further, the Com-
mittee encourages the FBI to consider incorporating autonomous
robotic targets into future range design and construction.

Digital Evidence and Forensic Management.—The Committee
recognizes the increasing volume and complexity of digital evidence
in investigations conducted by the Crimes Against Children and
Human Trafficking Unit. The Committee provides $5,000,000 for
the deployment of a secure, FedRAMP-authorized cloud-based dig-
ital evidence and forensic management platform to support digital
evidence extraction, forensic analysis, and secure evidence manage-
ment while maintaining chain-of-custody documentation and
auditability.

Sanctuary Jurisdictions Use of FBI Fingerprint Forms.—The
Committee is concerned that certain policies in sanctuary jurisdic-
tions prevent local law enforcement from filling out FBI fingerprint
cards in their entirety, limiting the information the FBI can secure
and utilize in its databases. The Committee directs the FBI to pro-
vide a report no later than 120 days after the enactment of this Act
on how sanctuary policies impact the FBI’s ability to source infor-
mation from FBI fingerprint cards and recommendations on how
Congress can ensure unfettered coordination between Federal,
State, and local law enforcement.

National Strategy to Combat Scams.—The Committee recognizes
a need to ensure that all Americans, including older adults, are
protected against scams. Consistent with recommendations from
the Government Accountability Office (GAO-25-107088) and ongo-
ing bipartisan efforts, the Committee directs the FBI to lead a
working group, in coordination with relevant Federal agencies, to
develop a National Strategy for Combatting Scams no later than
one year after the enactment of this Act. The Committee further
directs that the strategy strengthen Federal leadership and inter-
agency coordination, enhance coordination among Federal, State,
and local governments and the private sector, and promote con-
sistent definitions and reporting, while incorporating feedback from
scam victims, law enforcement, nonprofits, businesses, older adults,
and people with disabilities. The FBI is further directed to report
on its progress toward developing a national strategy no later than
180 days after the enactment of this Act.

Internet Crime Complaint Center (IC3) Enhancements.—The
Committee recognizes that Americans are increasingly targeted by
criminals using sophisticated financial schemes and scams to steal
their life savings. To strengthen the response to these crimes, the
Committee directs the FBI to prioritize enhancements to the IC3.
Specifically, the FBI should ensure that IC3 reports are easily
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searchable across the FBI's systems and that cases can be linked
using common identifiers reported by victims. Improving access to
and analysis of IC3 data will enable the FBI to identify broader
criminal networks and complex fraud schemes that might other-
wise go undetected or fall below the prosecution threshold.

Real Estate Fraud.—The Committee is concerned about increas-
ing fraud schemes targeting residential real estate transactions
and property ownership records, including deed fraud, seller imper-
sonation schemes, and wire fraud affecting American homeowners.
The Committee directs the FBI to include within the annual IC3
report a dedicated section assessing trends in real estate-related
fraud and property ownership scams. The reporting shall include,
to the extent practicable—(1) the number of complaints involving
real estate transactions or property ownership fraud; (2) estimated
victim losses and recovery efforts; (3) trends involving imperson-
ation, spoofed communications, or business email compromise af-
fecting real estate transactions; (4) the extent to which such
schemes involve foreign-based actors or organized criminal enter-
prises; and (5) a summary of related Federal criminal enforcement
actions. The Committee further directs the FBI to provide rec-
ommendations for policy, enforcement, and interagency coordina-
tion improvements that could assist Congress and Federal agencies
in preventing, detecting, and prosecuting real estate-related fraud
schemes and better protecting American homeowners.

CONSTRUCTION

The recommendation includes $50,000,000 for FBI Construction,
which is $35,000,000 above the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

National Counter-Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) Training
Center.—The Committee recognizes the growing threat posed by
malicious or unauthorized UAS activity and the importance of the
FBTI’s ability to train personnel, develop operational tactics, and co-
ordinate with Federal, State, and local partners to mitigate such
threats. The Committee also notes that the FBI’s National
Counter-UAS Training Center currently operates within facilities
shared with the FBI's Hazardous Devices School. As counter-UAS
missions expand and the demand for specialized training continues
to grow, ensuring adequate training facility capacity to support
both programs is increasingly important. Therefore, the Committee
directs the FBI to provide a briefing no later than 120 days after
the enactment of this Act on the current unmet training needs, and
the degree to which a dedicated facility space would improve train-
ing effectiveness, operational readiness, and long-term program ca-
pacity for these critical national security training programs. Addi-
tionally, the Committee directs the FBI to prioritize capital im-
provements that strengthen the Bureau’s UAS training and oper-
ational readiness capabilities.

Ballistics Research and Operational Support Facilities.—The
Committee recognizes investing in sites with existing specialized
scientific infrastructure and research capabilities, including those
in North Alabama, will strengthen ballistic analysis, enhance in-
vestigative support, and ensure the FBI maintains state-of-the-art
operational capacity. Therefore, the Committee directs the FBI to
prioritize modernization and expansion of facilities that support fo-



63

rensic and ballistic research critical to national law enforcement
operations.

West Virginia Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Cam-
pus.—The Committee underscores the vital role of the FBI Clarks-
burg, West Virginia campus as it is home to the FBI's CJIS Divi-
sion. The Committee notes CJIS serves as a high-tech hub pro-
viding state-of-the-art tools and services to law enforcement, na-
tional security, intelligence partners, and the public. Recognizing
the importance of CJIS at the Clarksburg Campus, the Committee
provides $1,500,000 toward expanding the capabilities and foot-
print of the CJIS Campus in West Virginia.

DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

The recommendation includes a direct appropriation of
$2,823,600,000 for the salaries and expenses of the Drug Enforce-
ment Administration (DEA). In addition, DEA expects to derive
$676,400,000 from fees deposited in the Diversion Control Fund to
carry out the Diversion Control Program, resulting in
$3,500,000,000 in total spending authority for DEA. The rec-
i)mnllendation is $250,000,000 above the fiscal year 2026 enacted
evel.

Fentanyl and Fentanyl Precursors Trafficked From the PRC.—
The Committee understands that United States counternarcotics
policy regarding China has shifted toward preventing Chinese-
sourced fentanyl precursors from entering the U.S.-bound fentanyl
supply chain via third countries. The Committee further under-
stands that Mexican drug cartels are largely responsible for the
production of U.S.-consumed illicit fentanyl and that the cartels
utilize Chinese-sourced primary materials to produce much of that
illicit fentanyl. The Committee encourages the DEA to continue to
prioritize efforts to stem the flow of China’s illicit export of fentanyl
and fentanyl precursors.

Advanced Analytics and Information Sharing in Opioid and
Fentanyl Investigations.—The Committee provides, within the
funding provided under this heading, $5,000,000 for digital evi-
dence acquisition, analysis, field drone exploitation, and a
FedRAMP authorized digital evidence management and informa-
tion sharing technologies across DEA field divisions, forensic lab-
oratories, and associated State and local task force partners. The
solution should be procured as a standardized unified single vendor
platform to ensure interoperability, data sovereignty, and forensic
accountability across the digital evidence lifecycle from collection
through analysis and secure storage. The enterprise capability will
enable investigators to collect, process, analyze, and securely share
digital evidence derived from mobile devices, digital storage media,
cloud services, and recovered UAS used in narcotics reconnaissance
and smuggling operations. This capability will strengthen DEA’s
ability to identify trafficking networks, correlate digital evidence
across investigations, and support coordinated operations with Fed-
eral, State, and local partners while maintaining evidentiary integ-
rity and chain of custody.

Intoxicating Cannabidiols.—The Committee is concerned by the
proliferation of Federally unregulated ingestible, inhalable, and
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topical products that contain intoxicating cannabinoids. The Com-
mittee directs the DEA, in coordination with the FDA Office of In-
spections and Investigations, to take appropriate enforcement ac-
tions against those whose products threaten consumer safety and
fail to meet the statutory definition of section 10113 of Public Law
115-334 and section 781 of Public Law 119-37. The Committee fur-
ther directs the DEA to report on these efforts and any resources
necessary to enforce the controlled substance laws and regulations
o}f; thzi United States not later than 90 days after the enactment of
this Act.

Medication Access for Hospice.—The Committee recognizes that
to address the opioid epidemic, the DEA has taken action to ad-
dress diversion for opioids dispensed in pharmacies and through
wholesalers. The Committee believes that any action taken to mon-
itor the utilization of opioids by pharmacies and distributors must
not penalize or disincentivize hospice care. The Committee is aware
of a significant reduction in pharmacies that will provide medica-
tions to patients for hospice under the quantity limits of distribu-
tors. The Committee encourages DEA to issue guidance to distribu-
tors to exempt valid prescriptions provided to patients under hos-
pice.

Advanced Analytics and Data Operations for DEA Special Oper-
ations Division (SOD).—The Committee understands the SOD
plays a critical role in coordinating a whole-of-government ap-
proach to combat money laundering. However, a significant barrier
to effectively combating money laundering is the integration of
data from multiple sources. Federal agencies collect vast amounts
of financial and investigative data, but these datasets are often
stored in siloed systems with different formats, protocols, and secu-
rity measures. This fragmentation makes it challenging to access
real-time, actionable intelligence across agencies, which is crucial
for identifying and disrupting illicit financial flows quickly. There-
fore, the Committee directs the SOD to research advanced ana-
Iytics & data tools specific to combatting money laundering and en-
abling whole-of-government action against unique targets using
combined chat-based queries, mission-derived context, and Al gov-
ernance.

Fentanyl Free America.—The Committee applauds the DEA’s un-
wavering commitment to protecting the United States from syn-
thetic opioids by disrupting the fentanyl supply chain, reducing its
availability, and saving American lives under its Fentanyl Free
America initiative. The Committee encourages continued efforts
under this initiative through increased enforcement to prevent
fentanyl production, engaging in overdose education and aware-
ness, and providing action-oriented resources to support impacted
families.

DEA Direct Hire Authority.—The Committee recognizes the
DEA’s critical role in carrying out counternarcotics operations in
partnership with State and local law enforcement agencies. Illicit
drugs like fentanyl, methamphetamine, and cocaine continue to
present a growing threat in both urban and rural communities. The
Committee is aware of the need to streamline the DEA’s hiring
process, specifically within understaffed DEA offices and labs
across the U.S., to combat and dismantle Drug Trafficking Organi-
zations (DTOs). The Committee directs the DEA to provide a brief-
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ing on its current hiring challenges in urban and rural areas im-
pacted by drug trafficking activities no later than 60 days after the
enactment of this Act. Specifically, the briefing shall include cur-
rent hiring challenges such as overall resourcing (budget and posi-
tions), structural issues, number of current vacant positions, and
the advantages of the DEA receiving direct hire authority to expe-
dite candidate recruitment. Furthermore, the Committee directs
the Attorney General to pursue and acquire direct hire authority
from the Office of Personnel Management for criminal investiga-
tors, intelligence research specialists, forensic specialists, friction
ridge specialists, community outreach coordinators, and adminis-
trative support personnel (including program and project man-
agers) and any other position the Attorney General determines is
necessary, no later than 180 days after the enactment of this Act
and to notify the Committee when such action is taken on this mat-
ter.

State and Local Task Force Program.—The Committee supports
the DEA’s State and Local Task Force Program which is a force
multiplier to carry out the DEA’s mission through coordination and
cooperation with Federal, State, and local law enforcement agen-
cies in the U.S. to investigate major TCOs and to address local
trafficking issues. Within the funds provided to DEA, the Com-
mittee recommends not less than the fiscal year 2026 enacted level
for the DEA’s State and Local Task Force Program.

Breakthrough Therapy.—The Committee recognizes the urgent
unmet medical need represented by Breakthrough Therapy-des-
ignated products for serious or life-threatening conditions, includ-
ing those that may require scheduling under the Controlled Sub-
stances Act. The Committee encourages the DEA to engage in
early, informal consultation with Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) and the FDA regarding scheduling consid-
erations for such products prior to the completion of their New
Drug Application review, so that DEA’s own Eight-Factor Analysis
under 21 U.S.C. section 811(c) may proceed on a timeline that does
not unnecessarily delay patient access following FDA approval. The
Committee further directs the DEA to provide a report, not later
than 180 days after the enactment of this Act, detailing anticipated
average scheduling timelines for FDA-approved products, and iden-
tifying any administrative or procedural steps the DEA could take
to reduce post-approval scheduling delays consistent with existing
statutory authority.

BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO, FIREARMS AND EXPLOSIVES
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

The Committee recommends $1,300,000,000 for the salaries and
expenses of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explo-
sives (ATF), which is $285,000,000 below the fiscal year 2026 en-
acted level.

eforms for Federal Explosives Licenses and Permits.—The Com-
mittee recognizes the ongoing efforts by the ATF to develop eForms
for the commercial explosives industry including applications for
Federal Explosives License or Permits (FELs/FEPs), Responsible
Person Questionnaires (RPQs) and Employee Possessor Question-
naires (EPQs). The Committee strongly supports the continued de-
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velopment of a secure, streamlined electronic submission system
for these forms. The implementation of eForms is expected to result
in significant cost savings, improved processing times, and greater
predictability for applicants. Provided that eForms are already
available for background checks related to firearms, the Committee
believes similar capabilities should be made available for the com-
mercial explosives sector. Accordingly, the Committee directs ATF,
in coordination with the FBI, to continue the development and de-
ployment of eForms for FELs/FEPs, RPQs, and EPQs. Further, the
Committee directs ATF to provide, within 90 days of the enactment
of this Act, an estimated timeline for the completion and full imple-
mentation of these electronic forms.

National Firearms Act eForms Modernization.—The Committee
provides $40,000,000 within the Salaries and Expenses account for
the ATF to modernize the National Firearms Act (NFA) eForms
platform, improve processing across all NFA form types, and elimi-
nate out-of-business Federal Firearms Licensee (FFL) records older
than 20 years. Not later than 120 days after the enactment of this
Act, the Director of the ATF shall provide a briefing on a com-
prehensive modernization plan to execute this funding, including
annual milestones and performance targets, and projected future
budget requirements to complete an upgrade to the ATF eForms
platform and improve NFA processing across all form types.

Form Processing During Shutdown.—The Committee recognizes
that American citizens cannot meaningfully exercise their right to
keep and bear arms if they are unable to acquire those arms in the
first place. Regulatory schemes governing the sale and transfer of
firearms that may otherwise pass constitutional muster become un-
constitutional obstacles if the responsible agencies fail to timely
perform their necessary functions. This is particularly true when
an agency is charged with processing form applications necessary
for the import, export, sale, or transfer of firearms, or for the li-
censing of FFLs. The Committee therefore directs the ATF to re-
port within 90 days of the enactment of this Act, regarding how the
ATF processes forms during a government shutdown. The report
should include an analysis of the treatment of all personnel, includ-
ing personnel deemed essential, that are responsible for processing
ATF Forms 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 6A, 7, 7CR, 8, 9, 10, and 5630.7. To
protect the Second Amendment rights of all Americans, form proc-
essing should continue to be prioritized.

NFA Application Processing Times.—The Committee has repeat-
edly expressed concerns about the process for consideration of NFA
firearms license applications and provided the resources requested
to modernize the processing system and automate the application
process. The Committee is aware that the NFA Division and Na-
tional Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) section
are collaborating to improve the process for consideration of appli-
cations to address ongoing delays in processing times. The Com-
mittee encourages the ATF and FBI NICS to continue this collabo-
ration and directs the Director of ATF, in coordination and con-
sultation with FBI NICS, to provide a report on plans to improve
processing times, and any resources required to implement sup-
Rorting activities, no later than 60 days after the enactment of this

ct.
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National Integrated Ballistic Information Network (NIBIN).—The
Committee recognizes NIBIN as a critical tool in the national effort
to reduce violence and combat violent crime. State and local law
enforcement agencies consistently report that NIBIN plays a vital
role in their investigations, enabling the timely matching of bal-
listic evidence from crime scenes nationwide and supporting the de-
velopment of actionable leads to solve and prevent violent offenses.
The Committee further recognizes that the continued effectiveness
of the program depends on sustained investment in the personnel,
technical infrastructure, and Federal-to-local coordination required
to operate the network nationwide. To ensure the continued effec-
tiveness and expansion of this vital program, the Committee di-
rects ATF to allocate not less than $82,000,000 but up to
$100,000,000 for NIBIN. The Committee urges ATF to continue ex-
panding NIBIN deployment to additional jurisdictions, ensure suffi-
cient staffing for timely evidence processing, upgrades to machin-
ery, and investment in greater correlation capacity. The Committee
also supports improved integration of NIBIN with crime gun intel-
ligence efforts, the development of advanced data analytics to iden-
tify crime trends, and expanded opportunities for international bal-
listic data sharing, including with Mexico and INTERPOL.

Zero-Tolerance Policy.—The Committee is concerned that the pre-
vious Administration was targeting firearm businesses for undue
scrutiny and harassment. For example, in June 2021, President
Biden directed the Justice Department to adopt a zero-tolerance
policy and to revoke Federal firearms licenses from those who com-
mitted “willful” violations of the law. In June 2021, the ATF up-
dated its Federal Firearms Licensee Quick Reference and Best
Practices Guide to state, “ATF will, absent extraordinary cir-
cumstances, initiate proceedings to revoke the license of any dealer
that has committed a willful regulatory violation of the Gun Con-
trol Act (GCA) for specified violations.” These willful violations in-
cluded “falsifying records” and “failing to maintain records needed
for successful firearms tracing.” The classifications were vague and
broad, and allowed the ATF to revoke the licenses of FFLs for tech-
nical and non-material paperwork violations. The ATF’s zero-toler-
ance policy resulted in the closure of small businesses and divert-
ing resources away from holding criminals accountable. The Com-
mittee believes this was counterproductive, because firearms deal-
ers are on the front lines of efforts to ensure guns do not end up
in the hands of criminals. The Committee commends the Trump
Administration for repealing the Zero Tolerance Policy on April 7,
2025, and urges the ATF to work in tandem with FFLs to capture
violent criminals rather than targeting small businesses for minor
violations of complex regulatory requirements. Therefore, the Com-
mittee directs the ATF to refrain from revoking or suspending a
Federal firearms license for initial violations without at least first
issuing a warning letter, working with cooperative licensees to rec-
tify violations in a reasonable time frame, and holding a final
warning conference—in all but the most extraordinary cir-
cumstances.

Unauthorized Release of Trace Data.—The Committee notes that
the National Tracing Center is authorized to trace a firearm that
has been used, or is suspected of being used, in a crime for a law
enforcement agency only in the course of a bona fide criminal in-
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vestigation. Trace data, which is both critical and sensitive infor-
mation, can be used lawfully by law enforcement entities for agen-
cy licensing proceedings and for criminal investigative purposes.
The Committee further notes that the circumstances under which
trace data may be shared are clearly delineated in Federal law,
and sharing trace data for purposes other than those defined by
law with unauthorized individuals or groups is a violation of Fed-
eral law and could jeopardize criminal investigations, agency pro-
ceedings, and put the safety of Federal, State, and local law en-
forcement officers and FFLs at risk. The Committee directs the
ATF to update agency guidance to reaffirm Federal law concerning
the public release of firearm trace data, make such guidance avail-
able in prominent locations on the ATF website, require acknowl-
edgement of dissemination restrictions on all forms both electronic
and paper related to trace requests, investigate violations of this
law, and consider deeming violators ineligible for the receipt of
trace data in the future.

Emerging Explosive Research, Exploitation Technology Develop-
ment and Training.—The Committee recognizes the importance of
ongoing explosive research, technology development and training to
provide first responders with the resources to ensure public safety
and necessary to stay abreast of current threats and technology
gaps. Doing so will increase the preparedness of ATF, other Fed-
eral, State, local and military first responders in the protection of
our homeland and response to critical incidents. The Committee en-
courages the Department to identify funding requirements and es-
tablish a robust, ongoing program to address these critical con-
cerns.

Written Firearm Classifications.—The Committee recognizes that
clarity in the firearm classification process is critical to the public
understanding the scope of their rights under the law. The Com-
mittee strongly encourages ATF to issue written classification let-
ters within 90 days of receiving any request for classification. The
Committee directs ATF, within 90 days of the enactment of this
Act, to submit a report outlining the feasibility of enacting a self-
reporting mechanism where individuals can submit a request for
classification to the ATF, certify the item in question is permissible
under the law, and avoid potential agency adverse action until the
ATF issues a classification in writing. The report should discuss
the value of a system that encourages individuals to take affirma-
tive action to ensure their firearm is within the bounds of current
law and any limitations the ATF may face in enacting such system.

FEDERAL PRISON SYSTEM
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

The recommendation includes $8,225,000,000 for the salaries and
expenses of the Federal Prison System, which is $125,000,000
above the fiscal year 2026 enacted level. Within the funding pro-
vided under this heading, no less than $45,500,000 shall be used
for land mobile radio (LMR) communication and video security up-
grades.
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Bureau of Prisons (BOP) Staffing Salaries.—BOP remains under-
staffed, exacerbated from the reduction of over 5,000 positions in
2017 and the continued reduction of staff each year. Staffing num-
bers have plummeted from 43,369 to 36,036 staff, drastically below
mission critical staffing requirements and the 2016 BOP Staffing
Guidelines. Over the past 3—4 years, BOP explored a 25 percent in-
centive option at certain hard-to-staff locations. This 25 percent in-
crease in salary has been successful in stabilizing the freefall in
staffing and actually increases hiring in all disciplines, specifically
Correctional Services. BOP is directed to implement a 25 percent
salary increase (retention bonus), for all non-supervisory primary
law enforcement positions. This salary increase will remain in
place until BOP establishes and fills its staffing compliment to the
January 2016 levels of 43,369 staff. This increase will not include
staff working within its Central Office, Regional Offices, Training
Facilities, and any other location that do not directly supervise in-
mates.

Augmentation.—Overcrowding in Federal prisons remains a seri-
ous threat to Correctional Officer safety—particularly at medium-
and high-security facilities. BOP reports that there is a higher inci-
dence of serious assaults by inmates on staff at high and medium
security institutions than at the lower security facilities, yet to
meet staffing needs, BOP routinely uses a process called “aug-
mentation” whereby a non-custodial employee is assigned custodial
responsibilities. The continued use of augmentation stretches cor-
rectional facility staff too thin, leading to unsafe conditions for both
staff and inmates. The Committee has expressed its concerns about
the practice of augmentation since fiscal year 2017 and once again
directs BOP to curtail its overreliance on augmentation, particu-
larly in housing units, a directive issued again as part of Senate
Report 116-127 and adopted by Public Law 116-93. BOP should
focus on hiring additional full-time correctional staff before con-
tinuing to augment existing staff. The Committee also directs BOP
to improve staffing beyond mission-critical levels in custody and all
other departments. BOP is further directed to submit quarterly re-
ports to the Committee on the use of augmentation broken out by
region, institution, and security level each time this practice is em-
ployed. As part of the quarterly report, BOP is required to also sub-
mit the number of hours, and subsequent cost, of overtime recorded
at each institution. In addition, for each Federal correctional facil-
ity at which two or more Federal inmates have died in one cal-
endar year, BOP shall submit, no later than 60 days after the en-
actment of this Act, a detailed report describing each incident and
the role augmentation may have played in exacerbating the inher-
ent dangers present at those locations. In addition to officer and in-
mate safety concerns, the Committee also notes that augmenting
staff means that critical programs and services required for in-
mates under the First Step Act (FSA) are imperiled when those
who provide counseling, education, and other programs to inmates
are being pulled from their original duties to work in the cellblock.
BOP is directed to ensure that non-custody correctional employees
must spend at least 90 percent of their work week or pay period
in their primary positions.

BOP Staffing Levels.—The Committee directs BOP to ensure at
least two correctional officers are on duty for each housing unit for
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all three shifts at all high-security institutions. BOP is directed to
continue submitting quarterly reports to the Committee showing
compliance with this directive. BOP is also directed to provide a
cost estimate and strategic plan for the implementation of a second
officer at United States Penitentiaries, Administrative and Federal
Detention Centers, and Witness Security Program (WITSEC) units
that house high-security inmates that currently do not have a sec-
ond officer on all three shifts as part of their mission-critical roster.
The cost estimate should reflect adding officers rather than reas-
signing them. Additionally, BOP is directed to identify and report,
no later than 180 days after the enactment of this Act, all Housing
Units that house high-security inmates within General Population,
broken down by institution, State, and region.

Inmate Phone Calls.—The Committee is concerned that BOP is
not adequately monitoring the phone calls of BOP inmates for in-
vestigative purposes and urges BOP to utilize technological solu-
tions, where appropriate, to increase intelligence-gathering capa-
bilities for crimes occurring inside and outside BOP facilities. The
Committee directs BOP to submit a report, no later than 180 days
after the enactment of this Act, on the number of phone calls initi-
ated and received by BOP inmates in the previous fiscal year and
how many such calls were monitored for investigative purposes.

Contraband Wireless Devices and Inmate Communications.—The
Committee is concerned about the growing threat posed by contra-
band wireless devices and inadequately monitored inmate commu-
nications in Federal correctional facilities. Illicit cell phones and
unmonitored communications enable inmates to facilitate violent
crime, narcotics trafficking, witness intimidation, and other crimi-
nal activity within institutions and in surrounding communities,
undermining the safety of correctional officers and the public. The
Committee recognizes that increasingly sophisticated wireless tech-
nologies, coupled with legal, technical, and resource constraints,
have exacerbated this national public safety issue. Accordingly, the
Committee directs BOP, to evaluate: (1) the scope and scale of con-
traband wireless devices across Federal facilities; (2) the impact of
contraband devices and inmate communications on criminal activ-
ity within institutions and beyond prison walls; and (3) any statu-
tory, legal, or regulatory barriers to effective mitigation, lawful use
of intelligence for investigatory purposes, and information sharing
with Federal and State law enforcement and correctional agencies.
The Committee further directs BOP to identify technological solu-
tions to enhance monitoring and intelligence-gathering capabilities,
including Al-driven platforms, and to recommend legislative or ad-
ministrative actions to address identified barriers. BOP shall pro-
Xide a briefing no later than 180 days after the enactment of this

ct.

Naloxone.—The Committee remains concerned about the high
number of opioid-related deaths of inmates in BOP custody. Accord-
ing to research from the National Institutes of Health (NIH), drug
overdose is the leading cause of death after release from prison.
Therefore, the Committee directs BOP to develop policies and pro-
cedures to train all staff in administering naloxone. It further di-
rects BOP to provide a report, no later than 180 days after the en-
actment of this Act, detailing all efforts to train BOP employees to
administer naloxone, how many times naloxone has been adminis-
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tered in BOP facilities during the previous 12 months, and how
many overdoses occurred in BOP facilities during the previous 12
months.

Employee Firearms.—Public Law 115-391 requires that each
Federal penal or correctional institution provide a secure storage
area located outside of the secure perimeter of the institution for
employees to store firearms or allow employees to store firearms in
a vehicle lockbox. The Committee understands that as of the sec-
ond quarter of fiscal year 2022, BOP has completed all outstanding
locker installations. The Committee commends BOP’s efforts in this
area and encourages BOP to continue to explore opportunities to
improve correctional officer safety.

Mail Scanning.—The Committee continues to direct BOP to pro-
tect the lives and property of corrections officers and other facility
staff by deploying advanced portable screening technology equipped
with terahertz scanning capabilities at all mail-receiving facilities.
The Committee previously provided $7,500,000 to procure this tech-
nology along with several directives under this caption in House
Report 119-272, which was incorporated by reference into the Joint
Explanatory Statement accompanying Public Law 119-74. The
Committee is concerned about BOP’s compliance with the direc-
tives under this caption in House Report 119-272. Therefore, the
Committee directs BOP to provide a briefing, no later than 30 days
after the enactment of this Act, on the procurement and deploy-
ment progress in accordance with the directives under this caption
in House Report 119-272.

Federal Prison OQOversight Act (FPOA) Ombudsman Office.—The
Committee reiterates its directive to establish an Ombudsman to
carry out the functions included in the FPOA (Public Law 118-71).
The Committee further directs the Department to provide a brief-
ing to the Committee and the House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, no later than 30 days after the enactment of
this Act, detailing the steps the Department has taken to comply
with this directive. This briefing shall include topics such as the
status of establishing the Office and whether the Department has
taken meaningful steps to identify potential nominees to serve as
the Ombudsman in accordance with Public Law 118-71. The Com-
mittee expects the Department to take all necessary steps to estab-
lish the Office as expeditiously as possible.

Wastewater Surveillance Pilot.—The Committee provides
$8,500,000 to BOP to carry out a pilot program using a wastewater
surveillance system to monitor the prevalence of infectious dis-
eases—including Hepatitis C, HIV, tuberculosis, and respiratory
pathogens—as well as the use of covered drugs, including fentanyl,
nitazenes, and other synthetic opioids, methamphetamine, syn-
thetic cannabinoids, and other controlled substances, among the in-
carcerated population at not fewer than six Federal correctional in-
stitutions. Sites will be selected to ensure representation across se-
curity classification levels, geographic regions of the United States,
and institutional population sizes. Not later than 180 days after
the completion of the pilot program, BOP shall submit a report de-
tailing findings regarding the prevalence of infectious diseases and
covered drug use at participating institutions, along with rec-
ommendations for legislative or administrative action.
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Privatization of Housing.—No later than 180 days after the en-
actment of this Act, the Committee directs BOP to provide a report
that examines current detention facilities issues and explore pri-
vate partnerships to mitigate ongoing housing issues.

Safeguarding Attorney-Client Privilege.—The Committee is con-
cerned that BOP’s email monitoring policies currently do not en-
sure the protection of attorney-client privilege. Not later than 60
days after the enactment of this Act, BOP shall modify its email
monitoring policies to ensure that all communications, including
digital communications between an incarcerated individual and
their attorney protect attorney-client privilege. BOP is further di-
rected to report within 90 days of the enactment of this Act on
steps taken to meet this directive.

Body-Worn Cameras.—The Committee understands that fixed
cameras alone cannot capture all movements and interactions in a
correctional environment, and that body-worn cameras (BWCs) fill
the gaps during escorts, transports, cell entries, and dynamic inter-
actions. Given BWCs are a force multiplier for understaffed correc-
tional institutions and have a proven track record of streamlining
investigations, enhancing Prison Rape Elimination Act (PREA) and
OIG compliance, and improving the safety of correctional officers,
the Committee directs BOP to prioritize fiscal year 2027 resources
for the procurement and deployment of BWCs, to increase account-
ability and transparency for staff actions, provide support in the in-
vestigation of inmate allegations, and increase training and proce-
dural adherence to agency policy. The Committee further directs
BOP to provide a briefing outlining any policy, procurement, or
funding barriers to deployment not later than 120 days after the
enactment of this Act.

Less-Than-Lethal-Technology.—The Committee understands that
several hundred State, local, Tribal, and territorial correctional fa-
cilities use less-than-lethal electronic control weapons (ECW) to en-
sure officers have effective de-escalation and compliance tools. The
Committee further understands BOP has been exploring the pilot
use of such weapons since 2021 in response to rising incidents of
synthetic drug infiltration and the resulting desensitization of some
inmates to traditional irritant control methods like oleoresin cap-
sicum (OC) spray, but many facilities never proceeded with the
pilot program. Therefore, the Committee directs BOP to provide a
report within 90 days of the the enactment of this Act on (1) why
BOP chose not to proceed with a less-than-lethal ECW pilot even
though the capability has the support of its correctional officers; (2)
BOP’s plan to undertake a pilot program with such devices; (3) the
challenges that would limit BOP’s ability to start such a pilot in
fiscal year 2027; (4) whether, if BOP moves forward with such a
pilot program, the Bureau intends to test such devices at six or
more facilities; (5) the criteria BOP would use to measure whether
such a pilot program were successful or warranted expansion; and
6) an estimation of BOP’s capacity to undertake and complete such
a pilot program and make a determination on certifying ECW use
within a period of 12 months or less.

Safe and Effective Counter Small UAS.—The Committee con-
tinues to recognize the growing threat posed by small UAS, both
homemade and commercial, delivering contraband to BOP facili-
ties. To safely and effectively counter this rapidly evolving threat,
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the Committee encourages BOP to expand its counter small UAS
capabilities, specifically RF-cyber takeover capabilities deemed safe
and effective for use in the U.S. National Airspace System, as a
base layer as part of a layered approach to the complex and evolv-
ing small UAS threat. These RF-cyber takeover technologies will
facilitate the recovery and analysis of mitigated drones, which
could be useful for criminal investigations.

Digital Health and Correctional Healthcare Modernization.—The
Committee encourages BOP, in coordination with relevant Federal
health stakeholders, to evaluate the implementation of secure dig-
ital health capabilities that enable the standardized capture, trans-
mission, and review of patient medical evidence associated with
healthcare delivery and clinical oversight within correctional facili-
ties. The Committee further encourages the Bureau to explore solu-
tions that support standardized clinical workflows, secure data ex-
change, and remote medical consultation capabilities that may fa-
cilitate more efficient healthcare delivery across geographically dis-
persed correctional institutions. Additionally, the Committee en-
courages the Bureau to examine direct-to-patient digital health ca-
pabilities that enable individuals in custody to engage more effi-
ciently with healthcare services within correctional facilities. The
Committee directs the Bureau to provide a briefing within 180 days
of the enactment of this Act on opportunities to leverage digital
health technologies to modernize correctional healthcare workflows,
improve access to behavioral health resources for individuals in
custody, enhance staff safety, and increase the efficiency and trans-
parency of clinical review processes while maintaining appropriate
privacy and security safeguards.

Data Collection on Prison Transfers and Assaults.—The Com-
mittee directs BOP to maintain data on the number of transfer re-
quests from a facility housing one biological sex to the opposite bio-
logical sex, including how many requests have been approved or de-
nied by BOP or the grant recipient, and the number of assaults
committed by transgender inmates on female inmates in custody.
No later than 180 days after the enactment of this Act, the Com-
mittee directs the Department to submit a report detailing this in-
formation.

Inmate Correspondence.—The Committee instructs BOP to con-
duct a study, no later than 90 days after the enactment of this Act,
detailing the number of electronic messages and pieces of physical
mail sent from inmates in BOP facilities each year and the average
annual costs to each inmate for physical correspondence materials
and electronic messaging services. BOP is further directed to use
the findings of this study to report on opportunities to improve ac-
cess to electronic correspondence while protecting facility security
and preserving the integrity of the First Step Act time credits pro-
gram within 30 days of completion of the directed study under this
caption.

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES

The recommendation includes $175,000,000 for the construction,
acquisition, modernization, maintenance, and repair of prison and
detention facilities housing Federal inmates. Within the amount
provided, $100,000,000 shall be for the construction of the proposed
BOP facility in Letcher County, Kentucky. The recommendation is
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$104,762,000 below the fiscal year 2026 enacted level. The Com-
mittee directs BOP to expedite new construction efforts to meet
projected capacity requirements, as identified in its status of con-
struction reports to the Committee. The Committee further directs
BOP to continue to provide status of construction reports monthly,
along with notifications and explanations of any deviation from
construction and activation schedules, and any planned adjust-
ments or corrective actions, at no less than the level of detail pro-
vided in fiscal year 2026.

LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES, FEDERAL PRISON
INDUSTRIES, INCORPORATED

The Committee recommends a limitation on administrative ex-
penses of $2,700,000 for Federal Prison Industries, Incorporated,
which is equal to the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES

Management and Administration (M&A) Expenses.—The Com-
mittee directs the Department, in preparing its fiscal year 2027
spending plan, to assess M&A expenses compared to program fund-
ing. The Committee directs the Department to ensure that its as-
sessment methodology is equitable, and that the assessment re-
flects a fair representation of the share of each program devoted to
common M&A costs. The Committee further directs grant offices to
minimize administrative spending to maximize the amount of fund-
ing that can be used for grants. The Committee reiterates the di-
rection provided in Senate Report 113-78 that the Department
shall detail, as part of its spending plan for fiscal year 2027 and
future years, the actual costs for each grantmaking component with
respect to training, technical assistance, research and statistics,
and peer review for the prior fiscal year, along with estimates of
planned expenditures by each grantmaking component in each of
these categories for the current year and the budget year.

Grant Programs Crosswalks.—The Committee directs the De-
partment to provide the Committee, no later than 60 days after the
enactment of this Act, a crosswalk of the Office on Violence Against
Women (OVW), Office of Justice Programs (OJP), and Community
Oriented Policing Services Office (COPS) grant program solicita-
tions. The Committee directs the Department to include in such
crosswalks the same level of information and detail as was pro-
vided to the Committee with respect to the solicitations of the De-
partment’s grant program offices in fiscal year 2024.

Distinct Grantmaking Components.—The Committee directs the
Department to maintain OVW and the COPS Office as distinct or-
ganizational grantmaking entities within the Department.

Notice of Funding Opportunities.—The Committee directs the De-
partment that the notices of funding opportunities for the grants,
contracts, cooperative agreements, and other assistance provided
for by OVW, OJP, and COPS shall be publicly posted no later than
90 days after the date of enactment of this Act.

Set-Aside for OIG Audits.—The recommendation includes lan-
guage requiring the Department to transfer not less than 0.4 per-
cent of the total amount made available for administration by
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OVW, OJP, and COPS to the OIG for oversight and auditing pur-
poses.

Byrne Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) and COPS Hiring Pro-
gram.—The Committee directs the Department to prioritize appli-
cations supporting law enforcement hiring programs under the
Byrne JAG and COPS Hiring Program.

Rural Law Enforcement Staffing.—The Committee recognizes
certain State and local law enforcement agencies in rural and low-
populated counties are critically underfunded and understaffed,
and that some distressed departments have as few as two law en-
forcement officers on payroll to patrol a jurisdiction at a given time.
The Committee also notes that the remote, isolated nature of some
rural towns further challenges the ability of many departments to
ensure enough officers are trained and certified as necessary to
maintain readiness. The Committee directs the Department to
prioritize grant funding for critically understaffed law enforcement
agencies under the Byrne JAG and COPS Hiring Program, and to
provide a report on these efforts 60 days after the enactment of
this Act.

Law Enforcement Communications Interoperability.—The Com-
mittee directs the Department to prioritize available formula grant
funding to support law enforcement radio modernization and inter-
operability upgrades, including Project 25-compliant radio systems,
repeaters, base stations, mobile and portable radios, encryption ca-
pabilities, dispatch console upgrades, and associated communica-
tions infrastructure.

Student, Teachers, and Officers Preventing (STOP) School Vio-
lence Act Grant Applications.—The Committee supports the efforts
of the Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) and COPS to make
awards to improve security at schools and on school grounds under
the STOP School Violence Act. The Committee notes that these
grants can be challenging to access for some applicants due to the
short grant application window and quick deadlines during busy
time periods for many school districts that are under-resourced.
The Committee directs the Department to report, no later than 90
days after the enactment of this Act, on a plan to improve the tim-
ing and duration of the grant period to enable the improved quality
of applications and increased participation in the application proc-
ess. The Committee further directs BJA and COPS to work with
other Federal agencies to notify States, localities, Tribes, and
school districts of the availability of funding announced by the
STOP solicitation upon release, and to provide microgrants for
school districts, including rural, Tribal, and low-resourced schools.

School Safety Grant Application Feedback.—The Committee ac-
knowledges the challenges that urban and rural school districts en-
counter when applying for Federal funding for school safety-related
grants. The Committee encourages the Department to provide ap-
plicants with a detailed explanation of any grant denials and ex-
plicit feedback on grant applications within 30 days of the an-
nouncement of awardees.

Active Shooter Prevention, School Safety and Security Enhance-
ment.—The Committee recognizes that STOP grant recipients have
the flexibility to utilize STOP funds in a variety of ways that best
meet the needs of their State and local communities. The Com-
mittee supports BJA and the COPS Office allowing grant appli-
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cants to utilize STOP funds for innovative technologies that provide
law enforcement with additional tools to mitigate active shooter
threats in schools, including NDAA-compliant, American-made,
non-lethal drone systems, as well as interoperable coordination ca-
pabilities that enable multidisciplinary school safety teams to docu-
ment cases, share information among authorized partners, and co-
ordinate response actions across agencies. The Committee further
encourages funding approaches that support coordinated implemen-
tation of interoperable school safety coordination infrastructure
across multiple jurisdictions, particularly models that enable par-
ticipating agencies to operate within shared coordination environ-
ments while maintaining appropriate local control. Effective coordi-
nation infrastructure is critical as students and cases move across
schools and jurisdictions, ensuring continuity of information and
timely intervention when risks emerge.

Safer Skies Act Implementation.—The Committee recognizes that
Sections 8603 and 8604 of Public Law 119-60 designated UAS as
an eligible expense under Byrne JAG and the COPS Office, recog-
nizing the growing role of UAS in supporting State, local, and Trib-
al public safety missions, including emergency response, disaster
assessment, search and rescue, post-incident analysis, and situa-
tional awareness for law enforcement and other public safety offi-
cers. The Committee reminds the Department of the direction in-
cluded in the Joint Explanatory Statement accompanying Public
Law 119-74 to provide a briefing detailing the Department’s plan
to implement Public Law 119-60. The Committee further directs
the Department to prioritize funding for Drone as First Responder
(DFR) programs to leverage small UAS to enhance public safety
outcomes while reducing risk to first responders.

OFFICE ON VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN PREVENTION AND PROSECUTION
PROGRAMS

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

The recommendation includes $720,000,000 for the Office on Vio-
lence Against Women (OVW), of which $100,000,000 is derived by
transfer from the Crime Victims Fund. This funding level is equal
to E'hﬁ fiscal year 2026 enacted level. These funds are distributed
as follows:

OFFICE ON VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

(In thousands of dollars)

e

STOP Formula Grants 290,000
Transitional Housing Assistance 51,000
Research—Violence Against Women 1,000
Consolidated Youth Oriented Program 17,000
Improving Criminal Justice Responses 60,500

Policing and Prosecution Initiative (6,000)

Prosecution and Investigation of Online Abuse Initiative (1,000)
Sexual Assault Services Program 82,000
Rural Domestic Violence 55,000
Violence on College Campuses 25,000
Legal Assistance for Victims 50,000
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OFFICE ON VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN—-Continued

(In thousands of dollars)

Amount
Program ($000)

Abuse Later in Life Program 6,000
Families in the Justice System 21,000
Disabilities Program 9,000
National Center on Workplace Responses 1,000
Research—Violence Against Indian Women 8,000
Sex Assault in Indian Country Clearinghouse 500
Tribal Special Criminal Jurisdiction 25,000
Rape Survivor Custody Act 2,000
Tribal Prosecutors (Special AUSAs) 9,000
National Deaf Services Line 2,000
Abby Honold Act 5,000

Total, Violence Against Women Prevention and Prosecution Programs 720,000

To minimize fraud, waste, and abuse in these programs, OVW is
encouraged to implement any open recommendations of the OIG
with respect to the recipients of grants under these programs.

Training on Religious Communities.—The Committee encourages
OVW to provide training to judicial, court-based, and court-related
personnel on the unique challenges faced by survivors in religious
communities. OVW is directed to report to the Committee no later
than 180 days after the enactment of this Act with an update on
these activities.

Rural Victims.—The Committee understands victims of sexual
assault living in rural communities are often reluctant to report to
law enforcement for fear of being exposed. The Committee encour-
ages OVW to implement projects that reduce barriers to the report-
ing of crime in rural areas, colonias, and persistent poverty coun-
ties and report to the Committee no later than 90 days after the
enactment of this Act.

Abby Honold Implementation.—The Committee recognizes the
importance of ensuring OVW has the resources it needs to expedi-
tiously help law enforcement agencies implement evidence-based,
trauma-informed policies as they seek to bring justice to victims.

OFFICE OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS
RESEARCH, EVALUATION AND STATISTICS

The recommendation includes $55,000,000 for the Research,
Evaluation and Statistics account, which is equal to the fiscal year
2026 enacted level. Funds are distributed as follows:

RESEARCH, EVALUATION AND STATISTICS

(In thousands of dollars)

e

Bureau of Justice Statistics 33,000
National Institute of Justice 22,000
Total, Research, Evaluation and Statistics 55,000

Law Enforcement Staffing Assessment.—The Committee notes
that access to affordable, high-quality childcare for law enforce-
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ment officers and their families is an important factor in address-
ing recruitment and retention challenges. To the extent feasible,
the Committee directs the Department to conduct a comprehensive
assessment of childcare needs within the State, local, and Tribal
law enforcement workforce. In creating the assessment, the Com-
mittee encourages the Department to consider the impact of
childcare access on recruitment and retention; the scope and extent
of unmet childcare needs; barriers to access related to shift work,
nontraditional hours, and irregular schedules that limit availability
of standard childcare options; the capacity of existing providers;
and an inventory of partnerships, programs, or initiatives currently
in plalce to facilitate access to childcare for law enforcement per-
sonnel.

Implementation of Savanna’s Act.—The Committee appreciates
the steps taken by the Department to implement Public Law 116—
206 and notes that improved data collection is critical to better ad-
dress the crisis of Murdered and Missing Indigenous Women. The
Committee looks forward to hearing about the Department’s imple-
mentation of Public Law 116-206, including recommendations on
improving data collection.

Rural Criminal Justice Data Pilot Program.—The recommenda-
tion includes $33,000,000 for the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS).
Of these funds, the Committee directs BJS to use $5,000,000 for
the establishment of a pilot program which specializes in high per-
formance computing research on rural indigent defense to improve
America’s rural criminal and juvenile courts. The Committee en-
courages BJS to utilize this pilot program to develop tools and
methods to assess justice activities in rural jurisdictions, with em-
phasis on agency performance, capabilities, defendant utilization of
rights and resources, and other challenges relevant to the adminis-
tration of justice.

Interoperability of Automated Biometric Identification Systems.—
The Committee is concerned with the continued lack of a solution
to the interoperability of various Automated Biometric Identifica-
tion Systems. Unlike DNA, there is no single Federal database or
repository to search for latent prints. The Committee further un-
derstands that NIST and the National Institute of Justice (NIJ)
have spent a significant amount of time working on this matter,
but no solution has been found. No later than 60 days after the en-
actment of this Act, the Committee directs NIJ and NIST to pro-
vide an update of work done to date to resolve this matter, the bar-
riers to creating a Federal database, and a path forward.

Medical Examiner and Coroner Research Needs.—The Committee
understands that there is a lack of research and development being
conducted to assist medical examiners and coroners in identifying
and classifying trends of new and emerging drugs. The Committee
strongly supports NIJ including the toxicology of emerging drugs in
its research priorities.

Deepfake Research.—The Committee is alarmed by the increased
threat posed by technology-assisted sexual violence and encourages
NIJ to fund research efforts that evaluate the impact of Al tech-
nologies on sexual violence. Specifically, the Committee directs NIJ
to increase support for research of the nonconsensual disclosure of
digitally manipulated images, or deepfakes, and encourages NIdJ to
partner with academic institutions to evaluate the true extent of
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the threat posed by the nonconsensual disclosure of deepfake im-
ages.

National Center for Al and Digital Evidence Forensics.—The
Committee recognizes the growing challenges posed by synthetic
and manipulated digital content and the need for reliable digital fo-
rensic methods to support criminal investigations and judicial in-
tegrity. The Committee directs NIJ to support the establishment of
a National Center for Al and Digital Evidence Forensics to advance
practitioner-focused research, validation of forensic tools and inves-
tigative workflows, and the development of technologies capable of
detecting manipulated or Al-generated digital content. The Com-
mittee further encourages the Department to partner with public
research universities that operate nationally recognized digital
forensics and cybercrime programs, maintain dedicated digital
forensics laboratory infrastructure supporting law enforcement
training and evidentiary validation, and demonstrate sustained col-
laboration with Federal, State, and local investigative agencies to
advance applied digital forensic research and workforce develop-
ment. The Committee notes that the Center should support the de-
velopment and validation of digital forensic methodologies that
strengthen evidentiary integrity in criminal investigations and
court proceedings, expand workforce training programs for Federal,
State, and local law enforcement agencies and forensic laboratories,
and foster collaboration between researchers, investigators, and
justice system partners addressing emerging digital threats.

Novel Synthetic Opioid Interdiction.—The Committee encourages
NIJ, in coordination with other relevant Federal agencies, to con-
duct a comprehensive study examining the capacity of medical ex-
aminers, coroners, drug testing laboratories, and other forensic
identification entities to detect novel synthetic opioids, including
but not limited to fentanyl analogues, nitazenes, and other emerg-
ing opioid compounds.

National Criminal History Improvement Program (NCHIP).—The
Committee is aware that many State laws and policies provide for
the expungement or sealing of certain criminal records, but many
States do not have the resources for appropriate technology to ef-
fectively implement such policies. The Committee reminds the De-
partment that funds available under NCHIP are available for sup-
porting the implementation of such policies, and directs the Depart-
ment, no later than 180 days after the enactment of this Act, to
provide a report on how funds are being used for this purpose.

STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

The recommendation includes $2,159,200,000 for State and Local
Law Enforcement Assistance programs, which is $240,800,000
below the fiscal year 2026 enacted level. Funds are distributed as
follows:

STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE

(In thousands of dollars)

Amount
Program ($000)

Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grants 837,500
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(In thousands of dollars)

o

Officer Robert Wilson Il VALOR Initiative (12,500)
Prison Rape Prevention and Prosecution (15,500)
Kevin and Avonte’s Law (2,000
Project Safe Neighborhoods (13,000)
Capital Litigation and Wrongful Conviction Review (11,500)
Ashanti Alert Network (1,000
Rural Violent Crime Initiative (3,000
Patrick Leahy Bulletproof Vest Partnership Grant Program (30,000)
Transfer to NIST/OLES (1,500)

Byrne Discretionary Community Project Funding (321,015)
State Criminal Alien Assistance Program 230,000
Victims of Trafficking Grants 83,500
Economic, High-tech, White Collar. and Cybercrime Prevention 7,500
Adam Walsh Implementation 18,000
National Sex Offender Public Website (1,000
National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) Initiative 83,000
NICS Acts Record Improvement Program (24,000)

Paul Coverdell Forensic Science 28,000
Strengthening the Medical Examiner-Coroner System (2,500)

DNA Initiative 148,000
Debbie Smith DNA Backlog Grants (115,000)

Kirk Bloodsworth Post-Conviction DNA Testing Grants (13,000)
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Grants (9,000)
NamUs (11,000)
Sexual Assault Kit Initiative (SAKI) 50,000
Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) 15,000
Tribal Assistance 50,000
Second Chance Act/Offender Re-entry 106,200
Children of Incarcerated Parents Demo Grants (5,000)
Crisis Stabilization and Community Re-entry (10,000)
Justice Reinvestment Initiative (19,000)
Anti-Opioid and Substance Abuse Initiative 406,000
Drug Courts (89,000)
Mentally Il Offender Act (35,000)
Residential Substance Drug Treatment (30,000)
Veterans Treatment Courts (32,000)
Prescription Drug Monitoring (35,000)
Comprehensive Opioid, Stimulant, and Substance Use Disorder Program (185,000)
Keep Young Athletes Safe Act of 2018 2,000
STOP School Violence Act 84,000
Emmett Till Act Grants 3,000
Daniel Anderl Judicial Security and Privacy Act 7,500
Total, State and Local Law Enforcement Assistance 2,159,200

Byrne JAG Funds for Treatment and Recovery Programs.—The
Committee is concerned by the impact of the growing epidemic of
the opioid and synthetic drug abuse and misuse on the law enforce-
ment community and notes that Byrne JAG funds may be used for
the implementation of treatment and recovery programs to main-
tain abstinence from all abused or misused drugs.

Byrne JAG funds to Combat the Opioid Crisis.—The Committee
encourages the Department to support the use of Byrne JAG funds
for multi-jurisdictional drug interdiction and narcotics task force
activities, including intelligence sharing, coordinated enforcement
operations, and efforts targeting fentanyl and other synthetic
opioids. No later than 180 days after the enactment of this Act, the
Cf%mmittee directs the Department to provide a briefing on these
efforts.
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Byrne JAG Funds for Body Worn Cameras.—The Committee
notes that Byrne JAG funds may be used to assist State and local
law enforcement efforts in purchasing body worn cameras.

Byrne JAG Funds for Combatting Gang Violence.—The Com-
mittee notes that Byrne JAG funds may be used to assist State and
local law enforcement efforts to combat gang violence.

Byrne JAG Funds for Emergency Epinephrine Programs.—The
Committee reminds the Department that Byrne JAG funds may be
used by State, local, and Tribal law enforcement agencies to train
officers to recognize the symptoms of anaphylaxis and administer
epinephrine in emergencies.

Byrne JAG Funds for Hate Crime Prevention.—The Committee
reminds the Department that Byrne JAG funds may be used by
State, local, and Tribal law enforcement to combat and prevent
hate crimes.

Byrne JAG Funds for Blue Envelope Programs.—The Committee
notes that Blue Envelope programs, which assist individuals with
autism spectrum disorder, developmental disabilities, or commu-
nication challenges during traffic stops or other interactions with
law enforcement, are consistent with allowable uses of Byrne JAG
funding including law enforcement training and community en-
gagement initiatives. The Committee encourages the Department
to highlight these programs, as appropriate, in guidance provided
to Byrne JAG grantees. Within 180 days of the enactment of this
Act, the Committee directs the Department to provide a report on
these efforts.

Victim Services for Incarcerated Survivors of Sexual Abuse.—The
Committee is aware of support for victim services for incarcerated
individuals and encourages the Department to make recommenda-
tions on this issue to further meaningful Prison Rape Elimination
Act (PREA) compliance.

Missing Americans Alert Program.—The Committee directs the
Department to provide a report within 30 days of the enactment of
this Act on the Missing Americans Alert Program, as required by
Public Law 115-141.

Capital Litigation Improvement and Wrongful Conviction Re-
view.—The Committee recognizes the need for legal representation
and investigation services for individuals with post-conviction
claims of innocence. Given the urgent need to identify and reme-
diate wrongful convictions, the Committee instructs the Depart-
ment that at least 50 percent of the $11,500,000 appropriated to
the Capital Litigation Improvement and Wrongful Conviction Re-
view grant programs shall be used to support Wrongful Conviction
Review grantees providing high quality and efficient post-convic-
tion representation for defendants in post-conviction claims of inno-
cence. The Committee notes that Capital Litigation Improvement
and Wrongful Conviction Review grantees may be nonprofit organi-
zations, institutions of higher education, or State or local public de-
fender offices with in-house post-conviction representation pro-
grams with demonstrable experience and competence in litigating
post-conviction claims of innocence. The Committee further notes
that funds may support the following activities: grantee provision
of post-conviction legal representation of innocence claims, the eval-
uation, review, and management of cases, expert review and testi-
mony, potentially exonerative forensic testing, and investigation
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Sf:rvices related to supporting these post-conviction innocence
claims.

State Criminal Alien Assistance Program (SCAAP).—The rec-
ommendation includes $230,000,000 for SCAAP. The Committee
notes that SCAAP aligns with the Administration’s immigration
priorities and is a proven tool to assist State and local law enforce-
ment with the costly burden of incarcerating criminal aliens.

Victims of Human Trafficking Grants.—The recommendation in-
cludes $83,500,000 for the Victims of Human Trafficking Grants
program and notes that funds may be used for victims of traf-
ficking who are minors, as authorized by Public Law 113-4. The
Committee encourages the Department to prioritize victims of traf-
ficking who are minors and to coordinate with other relevant Fed-
eral agencies to increase collaboration and reduce duplication.

Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE) Grants.—The rec-
ommendation includes $9,000,000 for the SANE program which in-
cludes forensic exams and SANE training program grants. The
Committee directs the Department to establish regional SANE
training programs to establish a level of excellence in forensic nurs-
ing, and to prepare current and future nurse examiners to be pro-
fession-ready and meet the applicable State or national certifi-
cation and licensure requirements. The Committee directs the De-
partment to ensure that these programs provide training and su-
pervision to nurses with the purpose of increasing sexual assault
forensic nurse capacity in rural areas, and in support of population
specific programs and hospitals including, but not limited to, un-
derserved or historically underfunded communities. The Committee
encourages the Department to prioritize rural, Tribal, underserved
communities, and urban areas without full-time coverage for this
program, and directs the Department to ensure fund recipients pro-
mote best practices in forensic nursing throughout a region, while
continuing to research and develop the highest standards of care,
including increasing the capacity of pediatric sexual assault foren-
sic nurses specifically trained to work in multidisciplinary settings
to respond to the abuse of both children and adolescents.

National Missing and Unidentified Persons System (NamUs).—
The recommendation includes $11,000,000 for NamUs, as author-
ized by Public Law 117-327. Of these funds, the Committee directs
the Department to use $5,000,000 for forensic services, including
Forensic Genetic Genealogy (FGG) exclusively. The Committee un-
derstands modern scientific advancements in DNA standards and
genetic genealogy have enabled law enforcement agencies to break
through previously impenetrable forensic DNA barriers and close
previously unsolvable cases, including unidentified descendant
cases involving children. The Committee encourages the Depart-
ment to continue its support for such technologies.

Sexual Assault Kit (SAK) Initiative.—The Committee encourages
the Department to maximize the results of investments in SAK
testing by identifying best practices for addressing issues that arise
following suspect identification, such as victim notification, inves-
tigation, prosecution, documentation, forensic advancements, inter-
jurisdiction sharing, and tracking. The Committee also supports
the Department’s efforts to assist cross-jurisdictional and cross-
platform data sharing to identify and pursue repeat offenders oper-
ating in multiple jurisdictions. Further, the Committee supports ef-
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forts to estimate cost savings that result from the prevention of fu-
ture offenses due to SAK testing. The Committee directs BJA to
provide an update on the number of partially tested kits, and any
backlog on testing.

SAK Tracking.—In coordination with NIST and within 180 days
of the enactment of this Act, the Committee directs the Depart-
ment to provide a report detailing State adherence to the standards
for collecting physical evidence from victims of sexual assault as es-
tablished by the Organization of Scientific Area Committees
(OSAC) for Forensic Science as listed on the OSAC registry upon
completion of the standards development process. In forming this
report, the Committee directs the Department to consider the use-
fulness of recommendations to provide transparency to data cur-
rently residing at the Department from use of Federal funds to
process sexual assault kits.

Local Law Enforcement Drug Trafficking Coordination.—The
Committee notes the importance of coordination between Federal,
State, local, and Tribal law enforcement in combatting fentanyl
trafficking. The Committee encourages the Department to coordi-
nate with relevant agencies, including the Office of National Drug
Control Policy (ONDCP), and directs the Department to provide a
report detailing these efforts and outlining any potential legislative
actions, including expanding self-determination authorities under
the Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act, that
could help further this coordination within 180 days of the enact-
ment of this Act.

Veterans Treatment Courts (VI'Cs) and Drug Courts Workforce.—
The Committee urges the Department to support workforce devel-
opment for public safety and public health professionals working at
drug courts and VTCs by funding evidence-based, in-person edu-
cation and training. The Committee notes that research dem-
onstrates that targeted workforce development increases program
graduation rates, reduces recidivism, and strengthens public safety.

Forensic Support for Opioid and Synthetic Drug Investigations.—
The recommendation includes $185,000,000 for the Comprehensive
Opioid, Stimulant, and Substance Use Program (COSSUP) and of
these funds, $17,000,000 is for grants to assist State and local
crime labs and medical examiner and coroner offices’ efforts to ana-
lyze evidence related to opioid and synthetic drug poisonings,
among other purposes.

COSSUP Funds for Nonprofits.—The recommendation includes
$30,000,000 within COSSUP for grants to local and regional non-
profits preventing substance use and misuse. The Committee di-
rects BJA to provide awards to local and regional nonprofits work-
ing with law enforcement and community coalitions to educate
youth in schools and in extracurricular programming on drug pre-
vention. The Committee further directs BJA to prioritize nonprofit
organizations with comprehensive approaches to combatting sub-
stance use, including investigations, treatment, and education.

Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion (LEAD) Programs.—The
Committee notes that COSSUP funds may be used to support
LEAD programs which allow local law enforcement to exercise dis-
cretionary authority to redirect low-level offenders to community-
based services instead of incarceration.
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STOP School Violence Act.—The recommendation includes
$84,000,000 for evidence-based school safety programs adminis-
tered by BJA under the STOP School Violence Act. The Committee
directs BJA to work with other Federal agencies to notify States,
localities, Tribes, and school districts of funding availability upon
release, to prioritize evidence-based programming for training stu-
dents and school personnel on the warning signs of interpersonal
violence and suicide, to prevent the root causes of student violence,
and to deliver on mental health crisis intervention as authorized by
the STOP School Violence Act. The Committee directs the Depart-
ment to notify eligible entities of funding availability and increase
training and technical assistance for school district applicants with
an emphasis on rural, Tribal and under-resourced schools. The
Committee encourages BJA to prioritize applicants from rural,
Tribal, and low-resourced school districts, applicants who incor-
porate the use of mental health professionals and resources in their
school safety plans, and, for applicants incorporating crisis centers,
to prioritize those that include evidence-based trainings for stu-
dents and staff within their anonymous reporting systems.

Crime Victims Fund (CVF).—The recommendation caps CVF ob-
ligations at $1,950,000,000 for fiscal year 2027. The Committee rec-
ognizes that deposits into the CVF have decreased in previous
years, resulting in less stability for Victims of Crime Act (VOCA)
grants. The Committee directs the Department to submit a report
that outlines the causes of this decrease in deposits and includes
recommendations for ensuring the long-term stability and sustain-
ability of the CVF within 180 days of the enactment of this Act.
The Committee urges the Department to implement policies and
recommend statutory modifications designed to increase CVF re-
ceipts.

Tribal Access to the CVF.—The recommendation includes a 6 per-
cent set-aside for Tribal victims’ assistance within amounts avail-
able in fiscal year 2027 from the CVF. The Committee instructs the
Office for Victims of Crime (OVC) to consult closely with Tribal
stakeholders to improve services for Tribal victims of crime. The
Committee encourages the Department to provide Tribes with max-
imum flexibility in the use of funds to best meet the unique needs
of victims in Tribal communities. Additionally, the Committee en-
courages the Department to streamline administrative require-
ments as much as possible to increase accessibility for communities
most in need in Indian Country.

National Elder Fraud Hotline.—The Committee recognizes the
vital role of the National Elder Fraud Hotline in addressing the
growing prevalence of elder fraud and providing support and useful
resources to victims, including guiding them through the law en-
forcement reporting process and enhancing the likelihood of recov-
ering losses. The Committee encourages the Department to in-
crease the capacity of the hotline to serve all callers.

Byrne Justice Community Project Grants.—The recommendation
includes $321,015,500 for Byrne Justice community projects to as-
sist State, local, and Tribal law enforcement efforts to enforce laws,
address violent crime, increase prosecutions, improve the criminal
justice system (including the correctional system), provide victims’
services, and other related activities.
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JUVENILE JUSTICE PROGRAMS

The recommendation includes $325,000,000 for Juvenile Justice
programs which is $50,000,000 below the fiscal year 2026 enacted
level. The funds are distributed as follows:

JUVENILE JUSTICE PROGRAM

(In thousands of dollars)

Amount
Program ($000)

Part B—State Formula Grants 40,000
Youth Mentoring Grants 105,000
Prevention of Trafficking of Girls 4,000
Tribal Youth 12,000
Girls in the Justice System 4,500
Opioid Affected Youth Initiative 5,000
Victims of Child Abuse Programs 43,000
Missing and Exploited Children Programs 108,000
Training for Judicial Personnel 3,500

Total, Juvenile Justice Programs 325,000

Competitive Grants Focusing on Preventing the Trafficking of
Girls.—The Committee understands that girls in the United States
with a history of sexual and physical abuse, school failure, sub-
stance dependency, and involvement in the child welfare system, as
well as those who live in impoverished communities or are experi-
encing homelessness, are at an increased risk of becoming victims
of domestic trafficking. The Committee encourages the Department
to make grants to nonprofits and other non-governmental entities
that have undergone rigorous evaluation and have a successful
track record of administering research-based prevention and early
intervention programs for girls who are vulnerable to trafficking, at
a State level, and to scale up and replicate these programs.

Competitive Grants Focusing on Preventing Girls from Involve-
ment in the Juvenile Justice System.—The Committee understands
that exposure to community violence, domestic violence, and vio-
lence in school can impact the behavior and well-being of girls, in-
cluding increasing the likelihood of dropping out of school, physical
and mental illness, and involvement in the juvenile justice system.
The Committee encourages the Department to make grants to non-
profits and other non-governmental entities that have undergone
rigorous evaluation and have a successful track record of admin-
istering research-based prevention and early intervention programs
for girls who are at risk of contact with the juvenile justice system
to scale up and replicate these programs.

Child Advocacy Centers (CACs).—The Committee recognizes the
critical value the Victims of Child Abuse Act (VOCAA) program has
played in helping to establish CACs across the country. The rec-
ommendation includes $43,000,000 for VOCAA and directs the De-
partment to continue to use funds solely to support activities iden-
tified in VOCAA, including CAC services, and to support similar
work with Tribal partners.

Missing and Exploited Children (MEC) Programs.—The rec-
ommendation includes $108,000,000 for the MEC funding line to
fund the Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) Task Force
grants, missing and exploited children activities as authorized by
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sections 404(b) and 406(a) of Public Law 115-267, and the Amber
Alert program. The Committee remains deeply supportive of the ac-
tivities funded by the MEC funding line including the ICAC Task
Forces, which serve as a critical national network for investigating
and prosecuting offenders who exploit children online, and the Na-
tional Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC), the
national clearinghouse for the CyberTipline. To increase trans-
parency and oversight, within 60 days of the enactment of this Act
and as part of its fiscal year 2027 spending plan, the Committee
directs the Department to provide a comprehensive accounting of
how MEC program funds are distributed across its various sub-pro-
grams, including the ICAC Task Forces, NCMEC, and other grant-
ees or initiatives. The Committee further encourages the Depart-
ment to include this level of detail in all future budget materials.

PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER BENEFITS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

The recommendation includes a total of $229,800,000 for the
Public Safety Officer Benefits program, which is $7,000,000 below
the fiscal year 2026 enacted level. Of the funds provided,
$195,000,000 is for death benefits for survivors, an amount esti-
mated by the Congressional Budget Office and considered manda-
tory for scorekeeping purposes. In addition, $34,800,000 is rec-
ommended for disability benefits for public safety officers who are
permanently and totally disabled as a result of a catastrophic in-
jury sustained in the line of duty, and for education benefits for the
spouses and children of officers who are killed in the line of duty
or who are permanently and totally disabled as a result of a cata-
strophic injury sustained in the line of duty.

Implementation of the Honoring Our Fallen Heroes Act.—The
Committee reminds the Department of the passage of the Honoring
Our Fallen Heroes Act as part of Public Law 119-60. Within 180
days of the enactment of this Act, the Committee directs the De-
partment to provide a report on the status of implementation of
Section 8205 of Public Law 119-60, as well as any steps the De-
partment is taking to expedite implementation including work with
stakeholders. As part of this report, the Committee directs the De-
partment to include any efforts to prioritize hiring additional Pub-
lic Safety Officer Benefit analysts.

COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES
COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES PROGRAMS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

The recommendation includes $762,544,000 for Community Ori-
ented Policing Services (COPS) programs, which is $37,456,000
below the fiscal year 2026 enacted level. The funds are distributed
as follows:
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COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES

(In thousands of dollars)

e

COPS Hiring Program 261,831
Tribal Resources Grant Program (32,000)
Regional Information Sharing Activities (44,000)
Tribal Access Program (6,000)
Law Enforcement Mental Health and Wellness Act (10,000)

POLICE Act 11,500

Anti-Methamphetamine Task Forces 13,500

Anti-Heroin Task Forces 34,500

STOP School Violence Act 55,000

COPS Technology and Equipment Community Projects 386,213
Total, Community Oriented Policing Services 762,544

Limits on M&A Fees.—The Department shall assess no more
than 4 percent of the total appropriation for the Regional Informa-
tion Sharing Systems (RISS) program for M&A purposes, to ensure
sufficient funding is available for law enforcement. The Committee
further directs the Department to continue to administer the fund-
ing as grants.

Small and Rural Police Departments.—The Committee directs
the Department to prioritize assisting small and rural law enforce-
ment agencies regarding all aspects of law enforcement policies,
procedures, practices, and operations.

POLICE Act.—The Committee notes the importance of training
partnerships that offer nationwide, evidence-based, dynamic sce-
nario-based training. The Committee understands this training has
been adopted by numerous States and agencies as their standard
active shooter response training and that the FBI has recognized
this program as the national training standard for active shooter
response. The Committee encourages continued investment in re-
search that advances and validates training standards, ensuring
that methods reflect current evidence on threat response, officer
performance, and casualty reduction. In addition, the Committee
encourages the Department to ensure that grants authorized under
the POLICE Act may be made available for primary schools, sec-
ondary schools, and college campuses, and that such training is in-
tegrated with campus police officers and local law enforcement. The
Committee also encourages the continued development of e-learn-
ing resources to supplement in-person training.

STOP School Violence Act.—The recommendation includes
$55,000,000 for the STOP School Violence program administered by
the COPS Office and continues to support funding for evidence-
based school hardening measures including metal detectors, locks,
lighting, ballistic glass, and other deterrent measures, in coordina-
tion with law enforcement, as well as training for local law enforce-
ment officers to prevent student violence, technology for expedited
notification of local law enforcement during an emergency, and
other measures determined to provide significant improvement in
the physical security of schools. The Committee further encourages
the Department to provide technical assistance in support of grant-
ee capacity. The Committee notes concern about the lack of school
hardening measures available for all schools, including private and
religious schools.
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School Resource Officers.—The Committee is concerned about the
availability of school resource officers (SROs) in schools across the
country. The Committee directs the COPS Office, within 180 days
of enactment of this act, to provide a briefing detailing the total
number of SROs hired or funded through the COPS Hiring Pro-
gram in the past five fiscal years, the number of law enforcement
agencies that applied for funding for SROs, the number of awards
made for hiring SROs, and whether there are any barriers that
prevent more law enforcement agencies from applying to the COPS
Hiring Program for SROs.

Community Policing Capacity and Crime Prevention Efforts.—
The Committee reminds the Department that Public Law 114-255
authorized COPS grants to provide training for correctional officers
to recognize the signs of mental illness and address the mental
health of individuals under their supervision. The Committee notes
that small and rural law enforcement jurisdictions often lack the
resources necessary to provide adequate staffing for this purpose.
The Committee encourages the Department to support grants for
the hiring of career law enforcement officers, which includes correc-
tional officers in jurisdictions that provide correctional officers with
law enforcement authorities, through the COPS Hiring Program.

Tribal Police Leadership Initiative.—The Tribal Police Leader-
ship Initiative (TPLI) represents a transformative investment in
Tribal law enforcement leadership development, directly addressing
a critical gap in management training for Native American police
commanders. Building on past success, this Federally funded pilot
program will enhance public safety in Tribal communities while
strengthening Tribal sovereignty and self-governance.

COPS Technology and Equipment Community Projects.—The rec-
ommendation includes $386,213,200 to support State, local, Tribal
law enforcement efforts to develop and procure the technology and
equipment needed to respond more quickly and effectively, improve
officer safety, increase transparency and enhance community rela-
tions. Equipment funded under this program should meet any ap-
plicable requirements of NIST’s Office of Law Enforcement Stand-
ards.

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

The Committee has included the following general provisions for
the Department of Justice:

Section 201 makes available additional reception and representa-
tion funding for the Attorney General from the amounts provided
in this title.

Section 202 prohibits the use of funds to pay for an abortion, ex-
cept in the case of rape or incest, or to preserve the life of the
mother.

Section 203 prohibits the use of funds to require any person to
perform or facilitate the performance of an abortion.

Section 204 establishes that the Director of the Bureau of Pris-
ons is obliged to provide escort services to an inmate receiving an
abortion outside of a Federal facility, except where this obligation
conflicts with the preceding section.
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Section 205 establishes requirements and procedures for transfer
proposals.

Section 206 prohibits the use of funds for transporting prisoners
classified as maximum or high security, other than to a facility cer-
tified by BOP as appropriately secure.

Section 207 prohibits the use of funds for the purchase or rental
by Federal prisons of audiovisual or electronic media or equipment,
services and materials used primarily for recreational purposes, ex-
cept for those items and services needed for inmate training, reli-
gious, or educational purposes.

Section 208 requires review by the Deputy Attorney General and
the Department Investment Review Board prior to the obligation or
expenditure of funds for major information technology projects.

Section 209 requires the Department to follow reprogramming
procedures prior to any deviation from the program amounts speci-
fied in this title or the reuse of specified deobligated funds provided
in previous years.

Section 210 prohibits the use of funds for A-76 competitions for
work performed by employees of BOP or Federal Prison Industries,
Inc.

Section 211 prohibits U.S. Attorneys from holding additional re-
sponsibilities that exempt U.S. Attorneys from statutory residency
requirements.

Section 212 permits up to 1 percent of grant funds made avail-
able to be used for criminal justice Research, Evaluation and Sta-
tistics by the National Institute of Justice and the Bureau of Jus-
tice Statistics and designates not less than 0.4 percent of grant
funds made available to be transferred to the Office of Inspector
General.

Section 213 provides cost-share waivers for certain grant pro-
grams.

Section 214 waives the requirement that the Attorney General
reserve certain funds from amounts provided.

Section 215 prohibits funds, other than funds for the national in-
stant criminal background check system established under the
Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act, from being used to facili-
tate the transfer of an operable firearm to a known or suspected
agent of a drug cartel where law enforcement personnel do not con-
tinuously monitor or control such firearm.

Section 216 places limitations on the obligation of funds from cer-
tain Department of Justice accounts and funding sources.

Section 217 establishes reporting requirements for the Depart-
ment’s Crime Victims Fund, the Working Capital Fund, the Three
Percent Fund, and the Asset Forfeiture Fund.

Section 218 places limitations on the Department’s performance
of live tissue training.

Section 219 prohibits funds from being used by the Department
to target or investigate parents who peacefully protest at school
board meetings.

Section 220 prohibits funds from being used to investigate or
{)r%secute religious institutions on the basis of their religious be-
iefs.

Section 221 prohibits funds from being used to staff or operate
the Foreign Influence Task Force for the purpose of monitoring or
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labeling constitutionally protected speech by a United States per-
son as misinformation, disinformation, or malinformation.

Section 222 restricts the availability of funds for certain activi-
ties until a proposed Federal Bureau of Prisons facility is oper-
ational.

TITLE III
SCIENCE

OFFICE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY PoLIiCcY

The recommendation includes $7,965,000 for the Office of Science
and Technology Policy (OSTP), which is equal to the fiscal year
2026 enacted level.

Open Access.—As stated in the Joint Explanatory Statement ac-
companying Public Law 119-74, the Committee recognizes that
OSTP is in the process of repealing the August 25, 2022, Memo-
randum to Executive Departments and Agencies entitled, “Ensur-
ing Free, Immediate, and Equitable Access to Federally Funded Re-
search”. No later than 30 days after the enactment of this Act, the
Committee directs OSTP to provide a briefing on the status of this
action.

Soil Carbon Interagency Coordination.—The Committee recog-
nizes the importance of research on soil carbon sequestration in ag-
ricultural lands to provide economic, environmental, and resilience
benefits to U.S. farmers and ranchers. The Committee also recog-
nizes the need to coordinate existing and new Federal efforts
around soil carbon sequestration. The Committee directs the estab-
lishment of an interagency Soil Carbon Research Committee, led by
OSTP in coordination with other relevant Federal agencies, to de-
velop a cross-agency strategic plan for Federal research, develop-
ment, and deployment for soil carbon research, sampling, and
measurement methodologies. Additionally, the Committee rec-
ommends the creation of specific working groups to solicit stake-
holder input and conduct robust engagement with agricultural pro-
ducers and communities on soil carbon research priorities, includ-
ing monitoring, reporting, and verification, data collection and
management, and fundamental research.

Establishing a National Biotechnology Initiative.—Within 120
days of the enactment of this Act, the Committee directs OSTP to
provide a report detailing the necessary resources needed to estab-
lish a National Biotechnology Initiative at the Executive Office of
the President.

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION

The Committee recommends $24,438,336,000 for the activities of
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), which
is equal to the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

Artemis II.—The Committee commends NASA on a successful
Artemis II crewed launch and mission. NASA continues to take
steps to advance human exploration, secure American space domi-
nance, promote scientific and technological advancements, and in-
spire the next generation. The Committee expects NASA to work
in partnership with Congress to ensure adequate resources are
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available to further advance the Artemis Campaign and American
astronauts are the first to return to the Moon.

Quarterly Launch Schedule.—The Committee directs NASA to
continue providing the Committee with a quarterly launch sched-
ule, by mission, which describes the risks associated with any
launch delays, the impacts of launch delays to other missions in
the launch queue, a budget estimate of the anticipated carrying
costs for missed launch windows, as well as any adjustments to
launch windows for delayed missions.

Oversight and Accountability.—The Committee understands that
NASA acquisition management remains on the Government Ac-
countability Office’s (GAO) “high risk” list. Therefore, the Com-
mittee directs NASA to continue to cooperate fully with GAO and
provide timely program analysis, evaluation data, and other rel-
evant information so GAO can report to Congress shortly after the
annual budget submission, and semiannually thereafter, on the
status of large-scale NASA programs, projects, and activities. The
Committee further directs NASA to brief the Committee no later
than 30 days after the submission of its annual budget submission
on the reserves, along with confidence level, if appropriate, as-
sumed in the proposed funding level for each directorate, theme,
program, project, or activity.

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION

(In thousands of dollars)

=

Science:
Earth Science 1,325,000
Planetary Science 2,500,000
Astrophysics 1,485,000
Heliophysics 625,000
Biological and Physical Sciences 65,000

Total, Science 6,000,000

Aeronautics 850,000
Space Technology 913,000
Exploration 8,925,600
Space Operations 4,403,236
Safety, Security, and Mission Services 3,100,000
Construction and Environmental Compliance and Restoration 200,000
Office of Inspector General 46,500

Total, NASA 24,438,336

The recommendation includes $6,000,000,000 for Science which
is $1,250,000,000 below the fiscal year 2026 enacted level. The
Committee directs NASA to allocate funding as described in the
table above and text below, and to continue its progress toward im-
plementing the recommendations within the Earth Science, Plan-
etary Science, Astrophysics, Heliophysics, and Biological and Phys-
ical Sciences decadal surveys.

University Small Satellite Missions.—The Committee supports
NASA’s collaborative efforts with U.S. colleges and universities to
conduct research through small spacecraft missions. The Com-
mittee believes these competitively selected projects help train the
next generation of scientists and provide much-needed research.
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The recommendation includes no less than $30,000,000 for these
missions.

Earth Science.—The recommendation includes $1,325,000,000 for
Earth Science.

Earth Science Technology Office.—The Committee applauds
NASA’s efforts to partner with the private sector to bring innova-
tive technologies online to advance earth science research and un-
derstanding. The recommendation includes $23,000,000 for the
Quantum Gravity Gradiometer Pathfinder (QGGP) to advance the
project.

Earth System Observatory.—The Committee notes that Earth
System Observatory missions address decadal survey priorities and
encourages NASA to ensure that instruments selected for missions
are capable of operating in a spectrum-constrained environment.
The Committee encourages NASA to utilize up to $7,000,000 to
fund technology demonstrations for instruments that are capable of
operating in spectrum-constrained environments that could impact
data quality and quantity.

Applied and Responsive Earth Science.—The recommendation
continues support for Applied and Responsive Earth Science, in-
cluding the Wildland Fires project which provides space-based
early detection and warning of wildland fires.

Commercial Satellite Data Acquisition (CSDA).—As the commer-
cial remote sensing industry continues to invest in and expand the
data and services it provides, the recommendation provides no less
than $55,300,000 and up to $97,500,000 for CSDA and directs
NASA to continue maximizing the acquisition of commercial data
and services for the scientific research and applications community.
Additionally, the Committee directs NASA to work with other civil-
ian agencies to address the growing demand for timely commercial
space-based data, services, and analytic products, which may in-
clude on-demand tasking, services, and data delivery, in order to
support civilian agency mission needs. Within 180 days of the en-
actment of this Act, the Committee directs NASA to provide a
briefing on which agencies it is coordinating with, the types of data
being requested, which requests are not being fulfilled through the
program, and its plan on execution. The Committee further encour-
ages NASA to include information on continuing this coordination
with civil agencies and the resources required to fulfill these needs
in its future budget requests.

Expanding the Use of Commercial Science Data.—The Committee
notes the success of the CSDA program in providing innovative and
cost-effective data sets to meet NASA’s research requirements for
Earth Science and recognizes the potential value for other NASA
scientific objectives. The recommendation includes up to $5,000,000
for a pilot program that builds on the CSDA model for the procure-
ment of commercial space science data.

Landsat.—The recommendation includes $110,000,000 for the
Landsat Next mission and directs NASA to continue development
of the three superspectral instruments, with a launch target for the
first satellite by the end of 2031, and the remaining two satellites
phased thereafter, to ensure uninterrupted continuity of the
Landsat data record and maximum use of the Landsat 9 and
Landsat Next satellite series.
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Acres Program.—The Committee supports continued work by the
NASA Acres Program to improve remote sensing capabilities re-
lated to agriculture and to capture sorghum specific information
that helps improve yield forecasting, fertilizer usage, and other im-
portant data.

Snow Data Applications Research and Technology Team.—The
Committee recognizes the interest in experimental snow and ice
products. The recommendation provides 510,000,000 to support a
Multisource Integrated Observatory Project focused on integrating
a wide range of remote sensing data into snow and atmospheric
models to produce a global snow water resources product.

Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs).—The Committee acknowledges
the importance of agency coordination, as mandated by Public Law
115-423, to enhance our understanding of the underlying impacts
of HABs and to safeguard our ecosystems. The Committee recog-
nizes that NASA’s science mission offers essential imaging tech-
nologies, such as satellite multispectral imagery, airborne
hyperspectral imagers, and automated surface spectral radiometry,
which can be used for the detection and modeling of HABs. The
Committee acknowledges that NASA has unique capabilities and
experience in using aerial vehicles to conduct surveillance activities
for remote sensing of HABs to measure toxicity in algal blooms.
The Committee supports NASA’s role in freshwater HAB moni-
toring and detection and urges NASA to continue using manned
and unmanned aircraft to monitor HABs.

Planetary Science.—The recommendation includes $2,500,000,000
for Planetary Science. The Committee recognizes that continued in-
vestments in Planetary Science key technology areas have the po-
tential to advance the scientific understanding of the universe and
advance the future of human exploration.

High End Computing Program.—The Committee supports the in-
tegration of Al capabilities into NASA’s existing High End Com-
puting program and recognizes that this capability will lead to in-
creased demand for computing resources within NASA. The Com-
mittee notes that computing resources can enhance support for
emerging technologies and workflows and ensure NASA’s leader-
ship in scientific and technological innovation. The recommenda-
tion includes no less than $62,000,000 and up to $75,000,000 for
expanding the High End Computing program and Al-integrated
computing resources.

Near-Earth Object (NEO) Surveyor Mission.—The recommenda-
tion includes no less than the request of $283,700,000 for the NEO
Surveyor Mission and urges NASA to work to maintain an on-time
launch date.

Lunar Discovery and Exploration Program (LDEP).—The rec-
ommendation includes no less than $218,000,000 for LDEP. Within
these funds, the Committee encourages NASA to consider existing
commercial alternatives to the Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter
(LRO) that can advance the lunar imagery and data necessary to
support the Artemis Campaign missions.

Dragonfly.—The recommendation includes no less than the re-
quest of $423,900,000 for the Dragonfly mission and encourages
NASA to work to ensure launch readiness.

New Horizons.—The recommendation continues support for the
New Horizons mission, as it continues to explore the most distant
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portion of our solar system, the Kuiper Belt. The Committee is
aware that new observations from the Nancy Grace Roman Space
Telescope and the Vera C. Rubin Observatory may provide addi-
tional flyby opportunities for the New Horizons mission.

Juno.—The recommendation continues support for the Juno mis-
sion and notes the exceptional scientific value in advancing radi-
ation risk mitigation for exploration, commercial, and national se-
curity satellites.

Uranus Orbiter and Probe.— The recommendation continues sup-
port for NASA’s formulation of the Uranus Orbiter and Probe mis-
sion, consistent with the priorities of the 2024 Planetary Science
and Astrobiology Decadal Survey.

OSIRIS Apophis Explorer (OSIRIS APEX).—The recommenda-
tion includes $20,000,000 for the OSIRIS APEX mission.

Mars Exploration.—The recommendation includes $300,000,000
for Mars Exploration, which includes Mars Future Missions, and
notes support for NASA’s continued advancement of the techno-
logical capabilities to support radar, spectroscopy, entry, descent,
landing systems, and translational precursor technologies that will
enable science missions for the next decade, including lunar and
Mars missions. The Committee supports the SkyFall Mars Heli-
copter mission as a follow on to the Ingenuity Helicopter, and notes
that SkyFall will scout the surface of Mars for future human, com-
mercial, and scientific landing opportunities. The Committee di-
rects NASA to coordinate efforts between the Science Mission Di-
rectorate (SMD) and the Exploration Systems Development Mission
Directorate (ESDMD) to advance these important technologies.

Planetary Science Launch Cadence.—The Committee encourages
NASA to meet a steady launch cadence for Planetary Science mis-
séions and to prioritize the top priorities from the Planetary Decadal

urvey.

Block Buys to Accelerate Science.—Within the funds provided for
Planetary Science, the Committee encourages NASA to procure
operational commercial capabilities to accelerate missions under
the Discovery and New Frontiers programs including through the
utilization of a competitive block buy model, as practicable, to pur-
chase services from no fewer than two U.S. commercial providers.
The Committee encourages NASA to prioritize spacecraft that use
crosscutting capabilities, provide common-use infrastructural assets
that can benefit multiple mission classes and are powered by ad-
vanced propulsion systems, such as hybrid solar-electric chemical
propulsion, to increase usable payload mass and mission launch
flexibilities.

Astrophysics.—The recommendation includes $1,485,000,000 for
Astrophysics.

Space Telescopes.—The Committee continues its support for the
James Webb Space Telescope, Hubble Space Telescope, and Nancy
Grace Roman Space Telescope. The recommendation includes
$92,800,000 for the Hubble Space Telescope and no less than
$208,000,000 for the James Webb Space Telescope. The Committee
remains encouraged by NASA’s progress on the Nancy Grace
Roman Space Telescope and provides no less than $166,800,000 to
ensure an on-time launch.

Columbia Scientific Balloon Facility.—The Committee continues
support for NASA’s Columbia Scientific Balloon Facility and the
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scientific research supported by the facility. The recommendation
includes $49,300,000 for the Astrophysics Balloon Project.

Laser Interferometer Space Antenna (LISA).—The Committee
provides $80,500,000 for LISA and continues support for the mis-
sion.

Ultraviolet Transient Astronomy Satellite (ULTRASAT).—The
Committee directs NASA to maintain active involvement in the
ULTRASAT mission and to establish a clear and timely launch
schedule in coordination with its international partners to finalize
and execute a clear, reliable, and timely launch schedule. The Com-
mittee directs NASA to provide regular updates on mission
progress, partnership coordination, and any risks to cost, schedule,
or performance to ensure mission success and U.S. scientific leader-
ship in time-domain astrophysics.

Chandra.—The recommendation continues support for the
Chandra X—Ray Observatory, which continues to deliver discoveries
addressing a wide range of questions across astrophysics.

Fermi.—The recommendation continues support for the Fermi
Gamma-ray Space Telescope, which enables scientists to detect
gamma rays.

Ultraviolet Explorer (UVEX).—The recommendation continues
support for the UVEX mission that plans to complete an all-sky
survey to provide crucial insights into how galaxies form and
evolve.

Heliophysics.—The recommendation includes $625,000,000 for
Heliophysics.

Space-Based Environmental Monitoring.—The Committee sup-
ports efforts to improve characterization of the environment
through space-based environmental monitoring and notes that plat-
forms in very low-Earth orbit (VLEO) provide a unique opportunity
to collect persistent measurements of space weather phenomena
underrepresented in current datasets. The Committee encourages
NASA to consider public-private partnerships leveraging commer-
cial spacecraft to host space-based environmental monitoring sen-
sor payloads in VLEO in order to improve models of atmospheric
drag, geomagnetic activity, and solar-terrestrial interactions, and
support the development of more resilient space operations. The
recommendation includes up to $5,000,000 to initiate development
and flight demonstration of these capabilities.

Magnetospheric Multiscale (MMS) Mission.—The recommenda-
tion includes $23,000,000 for the MMS mission and encourages
NASA to utilize budgetary mechanisms, including carryover to
meet this funding level. The Committee notes that MMS will in-
crease the understanding of the behavior of the sun and its inter-
action with Earth’s magnetic field.

Geospace Dynamics Constellation (GDC).—The Committee notes
that NASA is working to reformulate GDC, including a plan to in-
corporate the Dynamic Neutral Atmosphere-Ionosphere Coupling
(DYNAMIC) mission and continues support for this review.

NASA Sounding Rocket Program (NSRP).—The recommendation
includes no less than the request of $30,000,000 for the NSRP.

Biological and Physical Science.—The recommendation includes
$65,000,000 for Biological and Physical Science.
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AERONAUTICS

The Committee recommends $850,000,000 for Aeronautics, which
is $85,000,000 below the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

Assured Autonomy Research.—The Committee supports NASA’s
continued partnerships with U.S. industry through development
and flight demonstrations to develop capabilities that balance
human-machine interactions for safer, more efficient flight. The
recommendation includes no less than $12,000,000 to continue
partnering with industry for the comprehensive research, develop-
ment, test, and evaluation necessary to enable NASA’s flight test-
ing of avionics and related technologies in order to plan and imple-
ment flight demonstration tests with industry partners.

Advanced Capabilities for Emergency Response (ACERQO).—The
recommendation continues support for the ACERO program.

Hypersonic Technology.—The recommendation includes no less
than the request of $53,500,000 for continued support of
Hypersonic Technology projects within the Aeronautics Research
Mission Directorate (ARMD).

Making Advancements in Commercial Hypersonics (MACH) Pro-
gram.—The Committee supports NASA’s efforts to collaborate with
the commercial hypersonic industry to advance hypersonic endeav-
ors, and notes that NASA is making progress on evaluating the for-
mulation of the MACH program as directed to be established by
the Joint Explanatory Statement accompanying Public Law 118-
42. Upon completion of the evaluation by NASA, the Committee in-
cludes up to $15,000,000 for the MACH program and directs NASA
to focus on flight testing and to provide a briefing on the MACH
program’s advancement of the hypersonic industry’s flight-testing
efforts no later than 60 days after the enactment of this Act.

Flight Tests.—The Committee notes that NASA has a proud tra-
dition of flight tests and is world renowned for its pioneering sci-
entific innovations and groundbreaking discoveries. To keep our na-
tion on the cutting edge, the Committee encourages NASA to pur-
sue new ideas including joint projects with the Department of War
(DOW) especially related to hypersonics, where dual use tech-
nologies could be further explored and developed. Within 180 days
of the enactment of this Act, the Committee directs NASA to pro-
vide a briefing on potential flight tests and joint projects with the
DOW including the purpose, how these projects could be funded,
how the nation would benefit from pursing these efforts, and any
legislative or resource barriers.

Advancing American Leadership in Aeronautics.—The Committee
recognizes that NASA aeronautics have advanced by leveraging
partnerships with the private sector and the DOW. The Committee
encourages NASA to bolster its efforts to partner with the DOW,
finding new ways to leverage its expertise, aircraft, and test facili-
ties. The Committee also encourages NASA to consider new ways
to advance American aeronautics leadership including through es-
tablishing offsite locations to support private sector flight tests.
Within 180 days of the enactment of this Act, the Committee di-
rects NASA to provide a briefing on how this could potentially be
accomplished, including whether partnerships with research insti-
tutions, State and local governments, or other entities are viable
options, as well as any challenges.
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Roadmap for Hypersonic Research.—The Committee notes that
NASA has worked collaboratively with the DOW and other Federal
agencies on a reusable, hypersonic technology development road-
map. No later than 180 days after the enactment of this Act, the
Committee directs NASA to provide a briefing on this roadmap, in-
cluding any areas that should be updated.

Hot Structures for Hypersonic Vehicles.—The Committee notes
that hypersonic vehicles require specialized advanced materials
which require a significant amount of testing and characterization
for future reusable and single-use applications, such as hot struc-
tures for hypersonic vehicles. The recommendation includes up to
$15,000,000 to advance the state of these materials through col-
laborative research with academia.

X-59 Supporting Infrastructure.—The Committee encourages
NASA to support the X-59 program infrastructure and directs
NASA to provide a briefing no later than 120 days after the enact-
ment of this Act on plans to address X-59 infrastructure including
the cost of any projects NASA is funding, the status of those
projects, and whether there are outstanding projects that need to
be addressed.

High-Rate Composite Aircraft Manufacturing (HiCAM).—The
Committee supports NASA’s HiICAM program to continue to accel-
erate industry’s development of critical fuselage and wing concepts
through technology and manufacturing readiness. The Committee
encourages NASA to help ensure the global competitiveness of the
U.S. aerospace industry by continuing to leverage existing aca-
demic and industry expertise to develop mature, affordable, high-
rate composite manufacturing and assembly technologies, enabling
a faster, more cost-effective production cycle for lightweight air-
frame structures. The recommendation includes $35,000,000 for the
HiCAM program. The Committee encourages NASA to utilize these
funds to support public-private partnerships.

Advanced Core Demonstrator.—The Committee continues to sup-
port NASA’s work, in collaboration with industry, on the Advanced
Core Demonstrator program, now within the Subsonic Vehicle
Technologies and Tools project. The Committee expects that contin-
ued work will further develop and demonstrate technologies that
are critical for efficiencies in next-generation aircraft engines. To
support this work, the recommendation includes up to $18,000,000
to ensure NASA has adequate resources to further develop the crit-
ical technologies resulting from the program.

High Volume Composite Components for Advanced Aircraft Mo-
bility.—The Committee recognizes the importance of advanced com-
posite manufacturing technologies in enabling the next generation
of electric vertical take-off and landing aircraft. The Committee en-
courages NASA to support the development and demonstration of
innovative fiber preforming and resin infusion technologies, includ-
ing three-dimensional weaving and robotic braiding techniques, for
the manufacturing of high-performance composite lift and airframe
structures for advanced air mobility applications. The Committee
notes that domestic manufacturers are achieving significant weight
reductions through these approaches and encourages NASA to le-
verage existing industry partnerships to accelerate the maturation
of these technologies.
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Subsonic Flight Demonstrator (SFD) Thin-Wing.—The Com-
mittee strongly supports NASA’s continued partnerships with U.S.
industry through flight demonstrators and technology development
programs that help develop safer, more efficient flight, including
NASA’s work on the SFD project. The recommendation includes not
less than the request of $60,000,000 to support the SFD project and
development of plans to pursue a ground-based, full-scale wing
demonstration of integrated thin-wing technologies that will inform
the next generation of more fuel efficient single-aisle aircraft for
the entire aviation industry.

Hybrid Electric Narrowbody Development.—The recommendation
includes $20,000,000 to support NASA’s follow-on efforts from the
Electrified Powertrain Flight Demonstration program. The Com-
mittee believes that further development, integration, and scaling
of hybrid electric technologies into next generation narrowbody air-
craft is critical for the future success of the domestic commercial
aviation sector.

Open Fan Flight Demonstrator.—The Committee continues to
support NASA’s efforts to develop advanced propulsion technologies
to maintain American leadership in aerospace, and notes that
NASA has initiated a study on advanced propulsion flight dem-
onstration. Within 90 days of the completion of this study, the
Committee directs NASA to provide a briefing detailing future in-
vestments necessary for advanced propulsion technologies including
the potential to stand up a program office for open fan and related
advanced propulsion technologies. The recommendation includes up
to $25,000,000 to advance this directive in fiscal year 2027. The
Committee expects continued updates on NASA’s investment strat-
egies for narrowbody aircraft advanced propulsion technologies, in-
cluding an analysis on market offerings to develop advanced pro-
pulsion technologies in preparation for an open fan demonstration.

Integrated Propulsion, Power, and Thermal Management System
(ITMS).—The Committee encourages NASA to consider the poten-
tial benefits and applications of ITMS technologies in ARMD pro-
grams.

Wind Tunnel Infrastructure.—The Committee notes that NASA’s
wind tunnel infrastructure is vital to maintaining America’s leader-
ship in aeronautics and space exploration. The Committee is con-
cerned that the potential for closure, inactivation, or suspension of
wind tunnel activity, and the costs associated with restarting a
wind tunnel after it has been placed in stand-by mode would cede
America’s leadership in aerospace. The recommendation includes
no less than the request of $90,100,000 for Aerosciences Evaluation
and Test Capabilities (AETC) to sustain NASA’s world-class port-
folio of wind tunnel facilities. The Committee directs NASA, to the
extent feasible, to maintain all AETC managed large wind tunnels.
Additionally, the Committee directs NASA to provide a briefing 30
days in advance of any instance wherein a NASA wind tunnel is
anticipated to be placed into stand-by mode.

SPACE TECHNOLOGY

The recommendation includes $913,000,000 for Space Tech-
nology, which is $7,500,000 below the fiscal year 2026 enacted
level.
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Nuclear Thermal Propulsion (NTP).—The Committee recognizes
the importance of NTP and the critical role it plays in current and
future missions, including human deep space exploration. The rec-
ommendation includes $110,000,000 for the development of the re-
actor and engine, and requests a briefing on NASA’s development
plan for NTP that includes milestones, timelines and objectives
clearly defined for the future of the program. The Committee fur-
ther reminds NASA of the direction included in the Joint Explana-
tory Statement accompanying Public Law 119-74 directing NASA
to submit a detailed plan outlining a development strategy for NTP
and Nuclear Electric Propulsion as well as a proposal to transition
nuclear propulsion activities from Space Technology to ESDMD’s
Mars Campaign Office.

Nuclear Electric Propulsion (NEP).—The recommendation in-
cludes $50,000,000 for the development of NEP and encourages
NASA to provide $10,000,000 for the design of test articles to en-
able a flight demonstration. The Committee notes that NEP will
play a critical role in advancing the Space Reactor—1 Freedom (SR—-
1), the first nuclear-powered interplanetary spacecraft, which
NASA plans to fly to Mars before the end of 2028.

Fusion Propulsion.—The Committee recognizes the potential for
fusion propulsion to play a role in deep space propulsion to Mars
and beyond. The recommendation includes $5,000,000 for the de-
velopment of fusion propulsion technologies.

Space Launch Capabilities.—The Committee encourages NASA
to consider whether runway-agnostic space launch capabilities
could play a role in de-risking NASA flight technologies.

Hypersonic Inflatable Aerodynamic Decelerator (HIAD) Tech-
nology.—The recommendation provides up to $10,000,000 for fur-
thering the evolution of HIAD technology for engine reuse to enable
HIAD technology qualifications and supply chain technology transi-
tions that increase HIAD flight performance predictability, manu-
facturing repeatability, and technology readiness for future mission
infusion.

Solar Surface Power.—The Committee recognizes the critical na-
tional importance of establishing steady, reliable, and uninter-
rupted power for future extended science and exploration missions
on the lunar surface, particularly at the lunar poles. The Com-
mittee remains supportive of a portfolio approach to lunar surface
power and supports continued investments in a mix of technologies,
including both vertical solar array technology (VSAT) and fission
surface power (FSP) programs. The recommendation provides no
less than the request of $100,900,000 for Surface Infrastructure
and Exploration to support a demonstration of VSAT and directs
NASA to provide an update within 90 days of the enactment of this
Act on the progress of the VSAT program.

Lunar Power.—The Committee encourages NASA to explore
through research and development options for the feasibility of a
linear generated power source that works off a nuclear reactor for
a lunar base. The recommendation includes up to $5,000,000 for
these purposes.

Lunar Helium—-3.—The Committee encourages NASA to support
the development of technology for the prospecting of Helium-3 on
the lunar surface.
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Entry, Descent, and Landing (EDL) Technology.—The Committee
recognizes that EDL technologies are critical for the success of fu-
ture missions to planetary bodies and encourages NASA to maxi-
mize the use of successful EDL technologies across Mission Direc-
torates to ensure cost-efficiency and technical reliability.

Domestic Radiation Effects Testing Infrastructure.—The Com-
mittee notes that radiation effects testing infrastructure is a crit-
ical national capability for deep space mission assurance and the
broader U.S. commercial space industrial base. The Committee di-
rects NASA to provide an update on the NASA Space Radiation
Laboratory (NSRL) testing infrastructure and any NASA require-
ment for expanded capacity through competitive agreements with
%ualiﬁed public-private radiation testing facilities in the United

tates.

CAPSTONE 02 Mission.—The recommendation includes no less
than $20,000,000 and up to $60,000,000 for the CAPSTONE 02
mission, a small spacecraft mission designed to mature rendezvous
and proximity operations capabilities in multibody cislunar orbits,
reducing risk for future lunar exploration missions.

Flight Opportunities.—The recommendation continues support
for the Flight Opportunities program at the fiscal year 2026 en-
acted level.

Advancement of In-Space Manufacturing and Robotics.—The
Committee recognizes that in-space manufacturing and robotics are
critically enabling capabilities for both the LEO and cislunar econ-
omy, and notes that NASA has continued to invest in these capa-
bilities. The Committee directs NASA to continue investments in
alternative in-space manufacturing and robotics technologies
through competitive solicitations to promote innovation and com-
petition across a broader set of viable alternatives, seek a greater
return on investment, and reduce costs. The recommendation in-
cludes up to $10,000,000 to support these efforts including poten-
tial demonstrations of metal and electronic manufacturing in space.
Within 120 days of the enactment of this Act, the Committee di-
rects NASA to provide a briefing on these efforts including any
plans to advance these efforts in the future and the necessary re-
sources required to do so.

Moon-to-Mars Planetary Autonomous Construction Technology
Project (MMPACT).—The Committee supports the work completed
by the MMPACT program and notes the importance of expanding
lunar construction technologies and materials as NASA lays the

roundwork for a lunar base. The recommendation includes up to
%5,000,000 for a follow on to the MMPACT program to continue de-
veloping and processing construction material technologies for the
Moon and Mars.

EXPLORATION

The recommendation includes $8,925,600,000 for Exploration,
which is $1,142,600,000 above the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

Orion Program.—For fiscal year 2027, $1,400,000,000 is avail-
able for the Orion Program.

Space  Launch  System (SLS).—For fiscal year 2027,
$2,600,000,000 is available for SLS. The recommendation includes
$1,575,000,000 and notes that an additional $1,025,000,000 is
available for SLS in fiscal year 2027 pursuant to Public Law 119-—
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21. The Committee remains committed to maintaining U.S. leader-
ship in deep space human exploration by continued investment in
SLS. The Committee prohibits NASA from reallocating funds from
SLS until a commercial alternative is proven to meet or exceed the
capabilities provided by the SLS and Orion system. The Committee
directs NASA to preserve funding necessary for the procurement of
spares and long-lead hardware to support an increased crewed
flight cadence of the SLS and Orion spacecraft. The Committee fur-
ther directs NASA that this continued procurement is essential to
avoid any disruption in the nation’s ability to conduct crewed deep
space missions and shall continue until such time as a commer-
cially developed, human-rated launch vehicle and crew vehicle are
successfully demonstrated.

Increasing the Deep Space Transportation Cadence.—The Com-
mittee recognizes NASA’s interest in supporting multiple commer-
cial crew and cargo providers, and undertaking a competitive ac-
quisition for commercial, fixed-price services for deep space flights.
The Committee supports NASA’s goals of increasing the deep space
launch cadence and surface deliveries to the Moon, along with en-
suring redundancies. However, the Committee emphasizes its in-
terest in NASA sustaining the existing proven, human-rated deep
space systems as central to the strategy of maintaining American
capacity for deep space flight and ensuring there is no gap in capa-
bility. The Committee reiterates its commitment to the previous
and continued investments made by Congress into the existing
Artemis architecture, and notes that any commercial services
NASA wishes to pursue for Artemis VI and beyond must be proven
to meet or exceed the capabilities provided by the SLS and Orion
system, including through human-rated certification. The Com-
mittee directs NASA to prioritize leveraging efficiencies in the ex-
isting Artemis infrastructure and to continue funding long-lead
procurements to support existing capabilities.

Commercial Lunar Payload Services (CLPS).—The Committee
supports NASA’s efforts to accelerate the CLPS program to deliver
initial elements to establish a lunar base, reinforcing U.S. pre-
eminence on the Moon. The recommendation includes no less than
the request of $448,100,000 for CLPS. The Committee recognizes
the importance of CLPS in delivering science, space technology,
and exploration-grade payloads to the lunar surface. The Com-
mittee directs NASA to continue active partnerships with American
commercial providers, leveraging private-sector innovation and effi-
ciencies to advance lunar exploration, technology demonstration,
and critical scientific investigations. The Committee encourages
NASA to consider utilizing a block buy strategy for CLPS missions
and further directs NASA to provide quarterly briefings on efforts
to expand payload delivery capabilities, including through block
buys, and efforts to utilize CLPS to sustain U.S. leadership in
space exploration.

Exploration Extravehicular Activity (xEVA) and Human Surface
Mobility Program.—The recommendation includes $1,000,000,000
for the xEVA and Human Surface Mobility program.

Exploration Extravehicular Activity (xEVA).—The Committee
supports a robust public-private partnership model and strongly
encourages NASA to leverage commercially developed capabilities
where practicable to accelerate innovation, enhance competition,
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and strengthen the U.S. industrial base. The Committee directs
that funds utilized for the development of a Mars-capable spacesuit
be executed through full and open commercial competition and en-
courages NASA to prioritize the industry partnerships consistent
with NASA’s commercial acquisition approach as Mars-capable
spacesuits are developed. The Committee directs NASA to ensure
that any spacesuit developed maintains interoperability and tech-
nical compatibility with both International Space Station (ISS) op-
erations and Artemis Campaign architecture to support seamless
mission execution across programs.

Lunar Terrain Vehicle (LTV).—The Committee remains sup-
portive of NASA’s Artemis efforts as they are critical to countering
China’s influence on the lunar surface including work with mul-
tiple commercial vendors to advance American lunar surface mobil-
ity technologies via the LTV program. The Committee supports
NASA’s decision to select multiple contractors for the LTV program
to embrace open competition, create redundancy, and provide mul-
tiple development pathways through flexible contracting structures.
The Committee provides full funding for LTV and directs NASA to
provide a briefing on the program’s progress, future milestones,
an funding requirements within 90 days of the enactment of this

ct.

Human Landing System (HLS).—The Committee recognizes the
national importance of America’s return to the Moon and provides
the request of $2,277,200,000 to achieve all contracted HLS mis-
sions for two individually developed landers, as well as develop-
ment of heavy cargo landing services derived from these crewed
landers to support sustainable human exploration of the Moon and
Mars. The Committee supports NASA’s effort to facilitate earlier
landing opportunities through contract modifications for existing
HLS providers and directs NASA to provide dedicated test facility
resources, personnel, and other appropriate support to facilitate a
crewed lunar landing no later than 2028. As NASA advances its
deep space exploration including to Mars, the Committee directs
NASA to leverage existing HLS contracts and investments when
developing deep space capabilities. No later 30 days after the en-
actment of this Act, and quarterly thereafter, the Committee di-
rects NASA to provide a briefing detailing any updates on the HLS
program, the progress made in the HLS program, any anticipated
changes to program cost or schedule, and any other relevant issues
related to the HLS program.

Establishing a Permanent American Presence on the Moon.—The
Committee strongly supports NASA’s plan to establish a perma-
nent, sustainable American outpost on the Moon as soon as 2030
supported by multiple commercial, fixed-price crew and cargo deliv-
ery service flights per year. The Committee notes that an American
Moon base provides strategic advantages for science, technology,
international cooperation, and national interests, while ensuring
peace and freedom of exploration beyond Earth. To the maximum
extent practicable, the Committee directs NASA to leverage pri-
vately funded commercial infrastructure planned to be placed on
the Moon to further support the sustainability and affordability of
a U.S. lunar presence.

Fission Surface Power (FSP).—The recommendation includes the
request of $419,900,000 for FSP in order to build on previous in-
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vestments and advance Executive Order 14369. The Committee di-
rects NASA to utilize these funds to accelerate the development of
space nuclear applications and testing.

Mars Exploration.—The Committee supports NASA’s priority of
safely land American astronauts on Mars and efforts to accelerate
this objective by reducing costs through maximizing commercial in-
novation. The Committee supports NASA prioritizing and accel-
erating the development of commercial systems capable of per-
forming entry, descent, and landing of human class cargo and later
crew on Mars.

Advanced Environmental Control and Life Support System
(ECLSS).—The recommendation includes the request of
$59,500,000 to develop the critical Moon to Mars ECLSS open mis-
sion systems capabilities that will be necessary for successful and
safe missions in the deep space environment, including open mis-
sion system ECLSS architectures, highly resilient and redundant
systems, small and lightweight form factors, regenerative capabili-
ties, enhanced operational autonomy, and in situ repair capabilities
assuming a deep space mission in which there is little ground
intervention possible and no cargo or spares are available.

Human Research Program.—The recommendation includes
$104,300,000 for the Human Research program. As human
spaceflight advances on longer-duration and long-range missions,
the Committee encourages the further development of human data
to inform the health and safety of astronauts. The Committee rec-
ognizes that NASA is continuing to develop a domestic bedrest ca-
pability as directed by Public Law 119-74. The recommendation in-
cludes up to $4,000,000 for NASA to build on these efforts in part-
nership with domestic research institutions and Space Grant uni-
versities that possess existing clinical bedrest infrastructure, dem-
onstrated expertise in human physiology and metabolic research,
and an established working relationship with NASA. The Com-
mittee encourages NASA to prioritize facilities that have previously
engaged with the agency regarding the development of domestic
bedrest research capabilities and that are operationally ready to
implement NASA-priority studies without delay to ensure con-
tinuity. No later than 180 days after the enactment of this Act, the
Committee directs NASA to provide an update on progress, includ-
ing how the agency is utilizing external domestic research capabili-
ties to advance NASA-priority human health and performance re-
search.

SPACE OPERATIONS

The recommendation includes $4,403,236,000 for Space Oper-
1atio?s, which is $228,236,000 above the fiscal year 2026 enacted
evel.

Commercial LEO Destinations (CLD).—The recommendation in-
cludes no less than $400,000,000 for Commercial LEO Development
and directs NASA to utilize all available resources and authorities
to accelerate the development and maturation of CLD to ensure an
uninterrupted U.S. presence in LEO. To expedite these timelines,
the Committee encourages NASA to work collaboratively with CLD
partners including through providing technical expertise for the de-
velopment and testing of platform components. Additionally, the
Committee directs NASA to begin working with commercial space
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station awardees to establish a strategy for design and construction
standards and certification approaches to meet NASA’s safety and
mission.

International Space Station (ISS).—The recommendation in-
cludes $1,490,000,000 to support the ISS at the same level as fiscal
year 2026 and directs NASA to maintain the fullest possible utili-
zation of the ISS.

Crew and Cargo Program.—The recommendation includes
$1,343,600,000 for the Crew and Cargo program and notes than an
additional $250,000,000 is available for fiscal year 2027 pursuant
to Public Law 119-21. The Committee directs NASA to utilize
these funds to maintain at least the same cadence of flights to the
ISS as fiscal year 2026.

Space Cargo Vehicle Emergency Crew Return Capability.—The
Committee notes that NASA has supported having two providers
for crew services to and from the ISS in order to maintain emer-

ency crew return redundancy. The recommendation includes
%5,000,000 for modification and certification activities necessary to
convert a U.S. commercial cargo reentry vehicle to safely reenter
and land crew on a runway within the continental U.S.

U.S. Deorbit Vehicle (USDV).—The recommendation includes the
request of $238,600,000 for the safe and responsible deorbit of the
ISS in a controlled manner after the end of its operational life in
2030.

Commercial Lunar Communications Services.—The Committee
supports NASA’s efforts to partner with the commercial sector to
meet mission objectives, including entering into public-private part-
nerships, for the development and operation of lunar ground sites.
Consistent with Executive Order 14369, the Committee directs
NASA to maximize the use of commercially developed infrastruc-
ture and to procure communications services from commercial pro-
viders for lunar missions, wherever such services are available and
meet mission requirements.

Small Satellite Cross-Link Systems.—The recommendation in-
cludes $25,000,000 to align NASA’s relay networks to transmit
large volumes of science and Earth remote sensing data to users
via high-speed (V-band), low latency links. The Committee antici-
pates that this initiative will provide an expanded educational op-
portunity for individuals studying SmallSat Cross-Link Systems.

NASA Near Space Network (NSN) and Deep Space Network
(DSN) Services.—The Committee supports NASA’s NSN and DSN
services which provide space communications and tracking services
to missions. The Committee notes that NSN and DSN services en-
able crewed, robotic, and launch vehicle missions with NASA-
owned stations and through cooperative agreements with inter-
agency, international, and commercial service providers. The Com-
mittee provides $3,500,000 for NASA’s continued work with univer-
sity partners on NSN and DSN lunar tracking services.

Uncrewed LEO Platforms.—The Committee supports NASA
leveraging commercial LEO uncrewed platform services as a cost-
effective means to further research and science objectives. Within
120 days of the enactment of this Act, the Committee directs NASA
to provide a report assessing the feasibility of utilizing uncrewed
platforms, including through a process using full and open competi-
tion and informed by commercial market estimates, as a com-
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plement to other crewed LEO platforms that NASA currently has
or is developing.

SAFETY, SECURITY AND MISSION SERVICES

The recommendation includes $3,100,000,000 for Safety, Security
and Mission Services, which is $100,000,000 above the fiscal year
2026 enacted level.

Mission Simulation and Modeling Software.—The Committee
notes the potential benefits of leveraging commercial multi-physics
engineering simulation software to increase collaboration and inno-
vation, accelerate decision making, and significantly reduce overall
mission costs across NASA. The Committee encourages NASA to
consider implementing a pilot program demonstrating the benefits
of centralized access and licensing of mission-critical high-fidelity
physics and mission engineering software.

NASA Workforce.—The Committee recognizes that the strength
and expertise of NASA’s civil servant and contractor workforce is
the primary driver of U.S. leadership in aerospace and supports ef-
forts by the Administrator to rebuild NASA’s core competencies.

Critical Chemical Supply Chains.—The Committee recognizes
the importance of critical chemistries in maintaining a resilient do-
mestic supply of chemicals used in products and applications essen-
tial to aerospace applications, and in developing the technology and
capabilities needed to send humans to the Moon and Mars. Accord-
ingly, within 180 days of the enactment of this Act, the Committee
directs NASA, in coordination with other relevant Federal agencies,
to submit a report assessing NASA’s critical chemical supply chain
including any vulnerabilities.

Digital Twin Technology.—The Committee supports NASA co-
ordinating and leveraging existing commercial digital twin tech-
nologies and encourages NASA to collaborate with consortia with
expertise on digital twins.

Biotechnology.—The Committee notes that biotechnology plays a
role in a variety of NASA missions and encourages NASA to coordi-
nate biotechnology efforts across Mission Directorates.

Established Program to Stimulate Competitive Research
(EPSCoR).—The recommendation includes $26,000,000 for
EPSCoR. Within the amount provided, the Committee directs
NASA to allocate no more than ten percent of EPSCoR funding for
administration and other overhead costs. The Committee acknowl-
edges the important role EPSCoR plays in spurring innovation, bol-
stering research capabilities at institutions that are historically un-
derserved by Federal research and development funding, and
strengthening the STEM workforce.

Space  Grant  Program.—The recommendation includes
$58,000,000 for the Space Grant program and directs NASA to allo-
cate these funds to State consortia for competitively awarded
grants in support of local, regional, and national STEM needs and
sup}11)0rt all 52 participating jurisdictions at no less than $860,000
each.

Inspiring the Next Generation through Artemis.—The Committee
commends NASA for the progress made on the Artemis Campaign
and inspiring the next generation of the STEM workforce. The
Committee encourages NASA to continue to partner with EPSCoR
and Space Grant institutions to expand educational and career op-
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portunities, including experiential learning, internships, and career
pathways, across the country and in the U.S. territories.

First Nations Launch Program.—The Committee recognizes the
importance of the First Nations Launch program, which has pro-
vided students from Tribal colleges and universities, Native Amer-
ican-Serving Nontribal Institutions, and schools with American In-
dian Science and Engineering Society Chapters the opportunity to
learn and engage with NASA and spur educational opportunities to
build and design rockets, develop scientific payloads, participate in
engineering design reviews, and conduct flight testing and mission
operations. The Committee directs NASA to continue support for
the First Nations Launch program.

NASA Safety, Security and Mission Services Community
Projects.—The recommendation includes $46,557,700 for NASA
community projects. The Committee directs NASA to perform the
same level of oversight and due diligence as with any other exter-
nal partners.

CONSTRUCTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE AND RESTORATION

The recommendation includes $200,000,000 for Construction and
Environmental Compliance and Restoration (CECR), which is
$14,664,000 above the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

Improving NASA Launch Site Infrastructure.—The Committee
emphasizes the importance of maintaining and updating NASA-
owned launch sites to support regular launch cadences across Mis-
sion Directorates. The Committee directs NASA to prioritize invest-
ments in NASA-owned launch facilities to fill critical maintenance,
capacity, and range safety gaps, including upgrades for tracking
and automated telemetry to increase efficiency. The Committee
notes that up to $20,000,000 was included for these purposes in the
Joint Explanatory Statement accompany Public Law 119-74, in-
cluding $6,000,000 for telemetry and tracking upgrades, and di-
rects NASA to provide a briefing on how these funds are being uti-
lized no later than 120 days after the enactment of this Act.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

The recommendation includes $46,500,000 for the Office of In-
spector General, which is equal to the fiscal year 2026 enacted
level.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

The Committee has included the following administrative provi-
sions for NASA:

The bill includes a provision that makes funds for any announced
prize available without fiscal year limitation until the prize is
claimed or the offer is withdrawn.

The bill includes provisions that establish terms and conditions
for the transfer of funds.

The bill includes provisions that require NASA to submit its
agency spending plan at the activity level and subjects both the
spending plan and specified changes to that plan to reprogramming
procedures under section 505 of this Act.
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The bill permits a transfer of funds into NASA’s Working Capital
Fund.

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION

The Committee recommends $7,000,000,000 for the National
Science Foundation (NSF), which is $1,750,000,000 below the fiscal
year 2026 enacted level.

RESEARCH AND RELATED ACTIVITIES

The recommendation includes $6,440,140,000 for Research and
Related Activities (R&RA), which is $736,360,000 below the fiscal
year 2026 enacted level.

Maintaining American Leadership in Research.—The Committee
recognizes the vital role NSF plays in maintaining American lead-
ership in research and supporting U.S. global competitiveness. The
Committee directs NSF to prioritize research that aligns with vital
national security priorities, including initiatives to advance Al and
quantum computing. Further, the Committee encourages NSF to
leverage the Technology, Innovation, and Partnerships Directorate
to expand partnerships with the private sector through cooperative
agreements and consortia that strengthen the domestic science and
technology ecosystem. The Committee notes that such collaboration
is essential to translate taxpayer-funded discoveries into real-world
applications that strengthen economic competitiveness and national
security readiness.

Technology, Innovation, and Partnerships (TIP) Directorate.—The
Committee recognizes the importance of the TIP Directorate in ac-
celerating the translation of Federally funded research into prac-
tical applications that advance U.S. competitiveness and societal
benefits. The Committee directs NSF, consistent with the mission
of the TIP Directorate, to further integrate incentives for commer-
cialization readiness and technology transfer planning into the de-
sign and evaluation of appropriate research and development
awards, while preserving NSF’s longstanding commitment to sci-
entific merit review. The Committee further encourages NSF to
partner with commercialization organizations, private-sector accel-
erators, and regional innovation ecosystems that support research-
ers and early-stage companies in moving NSF-funded technologies
toward deployment. The Committee notes that such collaborations
can help advance workforce development, support entrepreneur-
ship, and accelerate the formation of new companies while rein-
forcing NSF’s role in fostering innovation across regions and insti-
tutions.

Established Program to Stimulate Competitive Research
(EPSCoR).—The Committee supports EPSCoR and notes that
EPSCoR plays an important role in spurring innovation, bolstering
research capabilities in jurisdictions that have historically received
less Federal research and development funding, and strengthening
the STEM workforce. The recommendation includes $250,000,000
for EPSCoR and directs that no more than 5 percent of these funds
may be allocated for administration and other overhead costs. The
Committee is looking forward to reviewing more data on how the
program has addressed research competitiveness in EPSCoR states
in the coming years. The Committee encourages NSF to continue
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accepting applications for the jurisdiction-wide Track 1 Research
Infrastructure Improvement Program. Additionally, the Committee
directs NSF to work with EPSCoR jurisdictions to ensure there is
statewide collaboration on Track 1, E-CORE, and E-RISE award
applications and award management. Furthermore, the Committee
directs NSF to allow Track 1 participants to apply for the E-CORE
and E-RISE awards as part of the pilot program.

Support for Emerging Research Institutions.—The Committee
recognizes that Emerging Research Institutions, as defined in sec-
tion 10002 of Public Law 117-53, serve as primary workforce en-
gines within their regions and represent underutilized components
of the research ecosystem. The Committee directs NSF to increase
Emerging Research Institutions’ participation in Federally funded
research programs and to reduce structural barriers to participa-
tion.

Regional Innovation Engines.—The recommendation includes
$205 000,000 for the Regional Innovation Engines, as authorized by
section 10388 of Public Law 117—167.

Office of Research Security Strategy and Policy.—The Committee
commends NSF’s continued focus on research security and provides
$15,520,000 for the Office of Research Security Strategy and Policy.

Artificial Intelligence (AI).—The Committee believes it is impor-
tant to maintain leadership in Al and commends NSF for its sig-
nificant investments in this area. The Committee encourages NSF
to continue its efforts in workforce development for Al and other
emerging technologies to widen the workforce pipeline of students
graduating with Al and data literacy. In addition, the Committee
encourages NSF, as it implements partnerships and cooperative
agreements, to support research on Al’s implications on society.

National Artificial Intelligence Research Resource (NAIRR).—The
recommendation includes no less than the request of $30,000,000
for the advancement of the NAIRR beyond the pilot stage. The
Committee commends NSF for prioritizing the NAIRR and notes
the importance of maintaining American leadership in AI. The
Committee looks forward to seeing the continued evolution of the
NAIRR as a tool to provide access to computing, data, model, soft-
ware, and training resources to researchers. No later than 90 days
after the enactment of this Act, the Committee directs NSF to pro-
vide a briefing on the progress of the NAIRR, planning and re-
sources required for full realization of the NAIRR, and budget ex-
pectations for out years.

Public Access to Federally Funded Research.—The Committee is
concerned that NSF continues to implement public access policies
without Administration guidance and coordination. The Committee
directs NSF to pause implementation of new public access policies
until OSTP has had the time to repeal the August 2022 memo ti-
tled “Ensuring Free, Immediate, and Equitable Access to Federally
Funded Research,” pursuant to the instruction in the Joint Explan-
atory Statement accompanying Public Law 119-74. The Committee
directs NSF to provide an update within 30 days of the enactment
of this Act on the status of its implementation of this direction.

Astronomy and Astrophysics Decadal Survey Priority Facilities.—
The Committee understands that the Decadal Survey on Astron-
omy and Astrophysics 2020 (Astro2020) has developed a com-
prehensive research strategy and vision for the future of astronomy
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and astrophysics, particularly as it relates to ground-based instru-
ments and observatories, including the U.S. Extremely Large Tele-
scope Program (USELT) and the Next Generation Very Large
Array. The Committee is encouraged to see NSF taking proactive
steps towards advancement to the next phase of the process and
notes that this has the potential to unlock additional non-federal
investments. The Committee also recognizes the importance of con-
tinued support through the R&RA account to advance projects
through activities such as value engineering and technology proto-
typing, which reduce cost, improve schedule performance, and sus-
tain U.S. scientific and technical leadership. The recommendation
provides up to $30,000,000 for continued design efforts. The Com-
mittee notes the importance of the USELT program, a critical
science program that is undertaken by the Federal government
with a 50 percent cost share by non-federal partners, including
major U.S. allies, in ensuring continued U.S. leadership in astron-
omy and safeguarding national security. The Committee directs
NSF to continue to provide regular briefings on the status of the
USELT program.

Next Generation Very Large Array (ngVLA).—The Committee
notes that Astro2020 prioritizes the ngVLA to ensure the U.S. re-
mains the world’s leader in radio astronomy. The Committee appre-
ciates that NSF is partnering with the U.S. Naval Observatory on
the program. The recommendation includes up to $23,000,000 for
the continued development of this critical program to ensure the
U.S. can maintain world leadership in astronomy for the benefit of
U.S. innovation, STEM -careers, technology innovations, and na-
tional security.

Astronomy Current Facilities.—The Committee directs NSF to
ensure there is adequate support for operational costs and mainte-
nance at its current facilities, as it considers new astronomy invest-
ments.

Laser Interferometer Gravitational-Wave Observatory (LIGO).—
The Committee continues support for the NSF LIGO facilities,
which have supported award-winning observations into gravita-
tional waves. The recommendation provides up to $49,000,000 for
continued support of these facilities. Not later than 90 days after
the enactment of this Act, the Committee directs NSF to provide
a briefing on any plans to develop a next generation gravitational
wave detection network.

National High Magnetic Field Laboratory (NHMFL).—The Com-
mittee supports continued funding for NHMFL and acknowledges
the importance of investment in high magnetic field scientific re-
search as necessary to maintain preeminence over adversarial na-
tions and preserve leadership in scientific advancement and inno-
vation. The Committee recognizes the workforce development and
scientific research opportunities in quantum technologies, fusion
energy, biomedical sciences, and high-conductivity materials pro-
vided by NHMFL.

National Radio Astronomy Observatory (NRAQO).—The rec-
ommendation continues support for NRAO at not less than the cur-
rent services level for NRAO operations and recurring maintenance
in order to ensure sufficient support to the scientific community.

Green Bank Observatory (GBO).—The recommendation provides
$14,550,000 for GBO operations and recurring maintenance. The
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Committee supports efforts to develop new radar capabilities at
GBO in partnership with the DOW and commercial firms and di-
rects NSF to keep the Committee updated on these activities. In
addition to funding for GBO operations and recurring maintenance,
the recommendation provides up to $5,000,000 for the third year of
a multi-year strategic facilities renewal and critically needed main-
tenance to ensure that the Green Bank Telescope can continue to
operate at optimal levels.

National Solar Observatory.—The Committee continues support
for the National Solar Observatory operations and maintenance, in-
cluding the Daniel K. Inouye Solar Telescope (DKIST).

National Optical-Infrared Astronomy Research Laboratory
(NOIRLab).—The recommendation includes $89,410,000 for
NOIRLab and continues support for the operation and research oc-
curring at the facilities.

Neutrino Observatory.—The Committee is aware of the many im-
portant scientific contributions being made by the South Pole neu-
trino observatory IceCube, the current upgrade underway, and the
initial planning for the next generation facility IceCube-Gen2 as
recommended in Astro2020 and the Particle Physics Project
Prioritization Panel (P5). The Committee encourages NSF to con-
sider design review activities for IceCube-Gen2 and ensuring a
smooth transition between the IceCube upgrade and IceCube-Gen2
construction to protect the specialized Antarctic workforce needed
for both the upgrade and construction projects.

Center for High Energy X-Ray Science (CHEXS).—The Com-
mittee acknowledges the importance of CHEXS as a multi-discipli-
nary user facility to the scientific research community and encour-
ages NSF to support CHEXS at maximum operating capacity.

Arecibo Observatory (AO).—The Committee continues to recog-
nize the scientific and education contributions made by the AO and
the 305-meter legacy radio telescope. The Committee understands
the AO has undergone a transition from a primarily scientific mis-
sion to STEM education and workforce development. The Com-
mittee further understands there is additional scientific instrumen-
tation at the site that could be utilized to retain a scientific mission
in this facility. Within 270 days of the enactment of this Act, the
Committee directs NSF to provide a briefing on a plan to utilize
these scientific instruments at the AO in support of active science
and scientific research alongside education workforce development.
Additionally, to the extent feasible, the Committee requests NSF
collaborate on the report with NASA to explore any potential for
the AO facility to be utilized for space research and near-earth ob-
ject detection via ground-based planetary radar.

Research Vessels.—The Committee recognizes the importance of
continued operations of oceanographic research in order to main-
tain long term datasets that support industry and scientific ad-
vancement.

U.S. Sub-Seafloor Sampling Program (S3P).—The recommenda-
tion supports up to $60,000,000 for S3P, a follow-on program to the
International Ocean Discovery Program (IODP). The Committee
notes that NSF signed a cooperative agreement to coordinate S3P
activities, including managing future drilling missions and plat-
forms as well as maximizing research with current and future
earth cores. The Committee encourages NSF, in partnership with
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other relevant Federal agencies, to search for a replacement vessel
to continue the activities of S3P. The Committee understands that
NSF wants to meet the current and future needs of the earth
science community and encourages NSF to plan for and execute a
program that will utilize a portfolio of sub-seafloor sampling ap-
proaches and expeditions. Given the growing threat from China,
the Committee emphasizes that retaining U.S. leadership in this
space is critical to national security interests and directs NSF to
provide a briefing no later than 90 days after the enactment of this
Act on its plan to implement this direction, as well as the strategy
for meeting the breadth of sub-seafloor sampling needs, which
could include plans for a new scientific ocean drilling vessel. Addi-
tionally, the Committee directs NSF to work through the coordi-
nating office to maximize the scientific utilization of current and
future earth core samples to ensure continued U.S. dominance in
this space, including working with the current U.S. repository for
scientific ocean drilling cores to build out analytical capabilities
and educational outreach for the geoscience community.

Intense, Ultrafast Lasers.—The Committee commends NSF for
starting to implement the recommendations from the Brightest
Light Initiative Workshop, including research and infrastructure
investments. The Committee encourages NSF to continue moving
forward with the planning and design to build next generation cut-
ting-edge facilities needed to advance ultrafast and high-power
laser technologies and stay ahead of international competition.

Historically Black Colleges and Universities-Excellence in Re-
search.—The recommendation includes the request of $20,00,000
for the Historically Black Colleges and Universities-Excellence in
Research program.

Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs).—The Committee supports the
work of NSF to support research into the human health impacts
of HABs in marine coastal regions, the Great Lakes Basin, and
freshwater systems. The Committee further encourages research to
better understand how the influx of nutrients, included dissolved
nitrogen and phosphorus, and the effects of soil amendments, pes-
ticides, and herbicides on soil absorption of nutrients, contribute to
HAB outbreaks.

Food Allergy Research.—The Committee recognizes the growing
public health impact of food allergies, and notes that investments
in immunology, genomics, bioinformatics, and engineering have ad-
vanced the medical community’s understanding of this disease and
increased the likelihood that these scientific advancements will
lead to one or more cures. The Committee directs NSF to prioritize
interdisciplinary research on the genetic and biological mechanisms
of food allergies through multi-directorate, competitively awarded
research initiatives to accelerate scientific breakthroughs in this
field. In carrying out this directive, the Committee encourages NSF
to collaborate with existing nonprofit and academic food allergy re-
search consortia and coordinating organizations that support multi-
disciplinary teams and provide access to shared scientific infra-
structure, patient populations, and data resources, in order to
strengthen translational pathways and maximize the impact of
Federally supported research.

Dyslexia Research.—The Committee encourages NSF to continue
research on the science of dyslexia, and to support multi-direc-
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torate, merit reviewed, and competitively awarded research on the
science of specific learning disabilities, including dyslexia, such as
research on the early identification of children and students with
dyslexia, professional development for teachers and administrators
of students with dyslexia, curricula and educational tools needed
for children with dyslexia, and the implementation and scaling of
successful models of dyslexia intervention.

High-Performance Computing.—The Committee commends NSF
on its continued commitment to its high-performance computing
and data analysis capabilities and urges NSF to make timely and
significant investments in high-performance computing, and to
make awards in this area. The Committee emphasizes the impor-
tance of NSF’s commitment to developing and supporting systems
that facilitate tremendous leaps in computational simulation in-
cluding Al, storage, quantum computing, and data analysis. The
Committee highlights the importance of leading-edge high-perform-
ance computing infrastructure for continued U.S. leadership and
international scientific competitiveness, particularly given com-
putational investments and technical achievements in high-per-
formance computing by China and other nations. The Committee
looks forward to NSF’s implementation of section 10374 of Public
Law 117-167 and the required report outlining NSF’s advanced
computing needs and encourages NSF to fully support programs fo-
cused on providing world-class research computing for the national
science community.

Long-Term Ecological Research (LTER).—The Committee encour-
ages NSF to support research in major ecosystem types or national
biomes that study ecological phenomena over long periods of time.
The Committee encourages NSF to support data collection at LTER
sites around key priority areas and refine models that inform fu-
ture work.

National Training, Education, and Workforce Survey.—The Com-
mittee supports funding for the National Center for Science and
Engineering Statistics to continue collecting data for the National
Training, Education, and Workforce Survey.

Mathematical Sciences Institutes.—The Committee recognizes the
importance of the Mathematical Sciences Institutes across the
country, which provide important basic research in multiple fields.

STEM Education Directorate.—The Committee accepts the re-
quest to consolidate the STEM (EDU) account within the R&RA ac-
count. Further, the Committee supports the Administration’s ef-
forts to increase American competitiveness by refocusing STEM in-
vestments into programs that serve all Americans.

CyberCorps: Scholarship for Service.—The recommendation in-
cludes no less than $60,000,000 and up to $70,000,000 for the
CyberCorps: Scholarship for Service program, which focuses on the
need to provide scholarships to students in the critical fields of cy-
bersecurity and AI. The Committee encourages NSF to include Al
in activities funded by the program to maximize the learning po-
tential in both fields, including for capacity building efforts when
working with schools designated as National Security Agency
(NSA) National Centers of Academic Excellence in Cybersecurity.
Additionally, the Committee encourages NSF to leverage resources
to increase the number of scholarships awarded at participating in-
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stitutions and to increase the number of institutions that receive
grants to participate in the program.

Centers for Transformative Education Research and Trans-
lation.—The recommendation supports the Centers for Trans-
formative Education Research and Translation program as author-
ized by section 10395 of Public Law 117-167. Through this pro-
gram, the Committee encourages NSF to consider supporting the
instrumentation of large-scale digital learning platforms and ena-
bling multi-stakeholder partnerships to support collaborative re-
search and translation education innovation. The Committee en-
courages NSF to collaborate with the Department of Education to
consider how these centers could help address learning recovery
and foster the benefits of technology.

Entrepreneurial Fellowships.—The Committee supports the ex-
pansion of the Entrepreneurial Fellowships program toward the
scale authorized under section 10392 of Public Law 117-167 and
notes that these immersive fellowships provide scientists with
training, lab space, industry connections, and other resources to
translate emerging technologies from lab to market in areas key to
global competitiveness.

Tribal Colleges and Universities Program.—The recommendation
includes $26,000,000 for the Tribal Colleges and Universities Pro-
gram and encourages NSF to continue to increase the number of
Native Americans in STEM careers.

Scaling and Sustaining STEM Education Research.—The Com-
mittee recognizes the work by NSF to carry out activities author-
ized under section 10395 of Public Law 117-167, including collabo-
rations to inform teacher professional learning and development in
all STEM disciplines, identify key metrics for scaling and sus-
tiining innovations, and establishing practice-initiated partner-
ships.

Enhancing Graduate Education and Training.—The Committee
supports measures that improve graduate student advising and
mentorship as well as funding mechanisms. The Committee recog-
nizes the importance of these matters to increase talent retention
and international competitiveness, and encourages NSF to develop
best practices that enhance graduate education, to study the im-
pact of funding models on graduate student productivity and out-
comes, and to set clear mentorship standards in Federally funded
projects, including ensuring positive, productive, and learning-fo-
cused relationships between mentors and mentees, professional
growth, ethics, and assessment practices.

Al Workforce Development.—The Committee acknowledges the
importance of maintaining global leadership in Al and commends
NSF for continuing to prioritize investments in this area. The Com-
mittee encourages NSF to prioritize workforce development for Al
and other emerging technologies, including education programs at
community colleges, Historically Black Colleges and Universities,
Hispanic Serving Institutions (HSIs), Tribal Colleges and Univer-
sities, Minority Serving Institutions, institutions that serve rural
populations, and institutions located in EPSCoR States.

Curricula Development for Al Related Fields.—The Committee
supports NSF’s efforts to promote curricula development for Al-re-
lated fields through competitive awards for institutions of higher
education, industry consortia, and education nonprofits. The Com-
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mittee notes that increasing Al literacy can strengthen the U.S. re-
search enterprise and equip the STEM workforce to bolster U.S.
competitiveness.

STEM Programs.—The Committee notes continued support for
programs to improve undergraduate STEM education at HSIs, pro-
grams that support STEM undergraduate majors and professionals
to become effective STEM teachers, programs that seek to increase
the number of students successfully completing quality degree pro-
grams in STEM fields, programs that support the research and de-
velopment of resources to help pre-kindergarten through high
school students learn STEM, and programs that provide all U.S.
students with the opportunity to participate in computer science
and computational thinking education.

Graduate Research Fellowship Program.—The Committee sup-
ports continued funding for the Graduate Research Fellowship Pro-
gram to support graduate students who are pursuing full-time, re-
search-based masters and doctoral degrees in science, technology,
engineering or math or STEM education.

Supporting Digital Infrastructure Workforce Development.—The
Committee recognizes the growing workforce needs associated with
expanding digital infrastructure and data centers across the coun-
try. The Committee encourages NSF to support partnerships with
community and technical colleges to develop training programs in
data center operations, power and cooling systems, and infrastruc-
ture monitoring. In particular, the Committee directs NSF to con-
sider regions in the Gulf South experiencing new hyperscale data
center investments. The Committee supports up to $3,000,000 for
activities that strengthen workforce capacity in these emerging
technology hubs.

Accessible Microelectronics Lab Facilities.—The Committee un-
derstands that an accessible microelectronics lab is a user facility
designed to bring hands-on experience to electronics prototyping—
a physical factory where students and engineers from anywhere in
the U.S. can design electronics systems. The Committee recognizes
that accessible microelectronics labs designed to facilitate elec-
tronics prototyping can enable the full participation of researchers
at community colleges, emerging research institutions, and other
under-resourced research institutions by affording them the same
access to materials and equipment as top research institutions. The
Committee encourages NSF to invest up to $5,000,000 in microelec-
tronics labs with robotic workstations, a warehouse of electronic
components, and a robotic transport system.

University-Affiliated Astronomical Facilities.—The Committee
recognizes the important role that universities play in supporting
observatories and other astronomical facilities by providing nec-
essary infrastructure for cutting-edge research, training the next
generation of astronomers, and facilitating public outreach to pro-
mote scientific literacy. The Committee encourages NSF to collabo-
rate with university-supported observatories that host public
events, teacher workshops, and education programs.
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NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION ALLOCATION OF FUNDS: CHIPS ACT FISCAL YEAR 2027

(In thousands of dollars)

Account—Project and Activity wgg&t

Creating Helpful Incentives to Produce Semiconductors (CHIPS) for America Workforce and Education Fund 50,000
Conduct of Research and Development (6,000)
Conduct of Education and Training (44,000)

Total 50,000

MAJOR RESEARCH EQUIPMENT AND FACILITIES CONSTRUCTION

The recommendation includes $172,950,000 for Major Research
Equipment and Facilities Construction (MREFC), which is
$78,050,000 below the fiscal year 2026 enacted level. The Com-
mittee directs GAO to continue its annual reviews and semiannual
updates of programs funded within MREFC and report on the sta-
tus of large-scale NSF projects and activities based on its review.
The Committee’s recommendation supports the Leadership-Class
Computing Facility, the Antarctic Infrastructure Recapitalization
program, and Mid-scale Research Infrastructure.

Leadership-Class Computing Facility (LCCF).—The recommenda-
tion includes the request of $81,450,000 in support of the LCCF.
The Committee supports the acquisition, construction, and commis-
sioning of major facilities and larger mid-scale research infrastruc-
ture that provide unique capabilities at the frontiers of science and
engineering, and notes that the LCCF will represent an enormous
step forward in both the scale and the long-term sustainability of
advanced computing resources available to the open science com-
munity.

Mid-Scale Research Infrastructure Projects.—The recommenda-
tion supports the Mid-scale Research Infrastructure program as au-
thorized by Public Law 117-167 and urges NSF to continue fund-
ing already awarded projects designed to advance STEM education
and technology capabilities across the country. The Committee
urges NSF to take a balanced approach to awarding rigorous and
transformative mid-scale infrastructure projects, and to meet the
various scientific needs identified by major community reports such
as Astro2020. The Committee also encourages NSF to award at
least one Mid-Scale Research Infrastructure project to an institu-
tion in an EPSCoR State.

The USELT Program.—The Committee directs NSF to report to
the Committee regularly on the status of the USELT program, in-
cluding an anticipated timeline of moving projects into the MREFC
account.

Antarctic Research Infrastructure.—The Committee is concerned
about recent announcements to pause Antarctic field research and
delay project design for the fourth-generation ground-based cosmic
microwave background (CMB-S4) and IceCube-Gen2 due to Ant-
arctic infrastructure challenges. The Committee is concerned that
delays to CMB-S4 and IceCube-Gen2 threaten loss of U.S. leader-
ship as competitors set up new Antarctic research efforts. No later
than 180 days after the enactment of this Act, the Committee re-
quests NSF provide an update on Antarctic research infrastructure.
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AGENCY OPERATIONS AND AWARD MANAGEMENT

The recommendation includes $359,700,000 for Agency Oper-
ations and Award Management (AOAM), which is $4,700,000 above
the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD

The recommendation includes $3,050,000 for the National
Science Board, which is $2,040,000 below the fiscal year 2026 en-
acted level.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

The recommendation includes $24,160,000 for the Office of In-
spector General, which is equal to the fiscal year 2026 enacted
level.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS
(INCLUDING THE TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

The bill includes two administrative provisions. The first provi-
sion establishes thresholds for the transfer of funds. The second
provision is regarding notification prior to acquisition or disposal of
certain assets.

TITLE IV
RELATED AGENCIES

COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

The Committee recommends $11,700,000 for the Commission on
1Civi% Rights, which is $2,650,000 below the fiscal year 2026 enacted
evel.

EQuAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY COMMISSION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

The Committee recommends $379,500,000 for the Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Commission (EEOC), which is $55,882,000 below
the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

The recommendation includes $134,000,000 for the International
Trade Commission (ITC), which is $12,000,000 above the fiscal
year 2026 enacted level.

Section 337 Investigations.—Section 337 of the Tariff Act of 1930
provides a remedy against the importation of products that infringe
U.S. patents. While the Committee supports the strong enforce-
ment of intellectual property rights, it is concerned that Section
337 is increasingly being misused to target U.S.-based companies
that employ millions of American workers and contribute signifi-
cantly to the U.S. economy. The Committee urges ITC to reevalu-
ate the circumstances under which it is appropriate for a complain-
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ant to rely on the activities of a third party to satisfy the domestic
industry requirement when: the complainant does not manufacture
products that practices the asserted patents, when the complain-
ant’s business model primarily focuses on purchasing and asserting
patents, and when the complainant is without qualifying domestic
activities. The Committee further directs ITC to provide a report
within 120 days of the enactment of this Act, that includes statis-
tics by category of the complainant for each year from 2007 to 2023
on how often complainants before ITC relied on the activities of a
licensee to establish a domestic industry. The report shall also in-
clude a detailed explanation of how the Commission determines
whether a complainant is a Category 2 non-practicing entity. As
part of Section 337 investigations, ITC must consider the impact on
the public interest before issuing any remedial order. ITC was pre-
viously directed to report on this matter in House Report 119-272.
The Committee remains interested in additional information on
how ITC considers each of the statutorily required factors. The
Committee further directs ITC to submit a report no later than De-
cember 31, 2027, on how, in the fiscal year 2027, ITC approached
its public interest inquiry in each Section 337 investigation.

Section 337 Party Transparency.—The Committee is concerned
that the parties appearing in Section 337 investigations may not be
the parties with a beneficial interest in such investigations. To bet-
ter understand third party litigation funding in Section 337 inves-
tigations, the Committee directs ITC to submit a report no later
than December 31, 2027, on how in fiscal year 2027, ITC imple-
mented measures to ensure disclosure of any party with a bene-
ficial interest in each Section 337 investigation, including the iden-
tity, business address and, place of formation of any party that pro-
vides funding for some or all of the fees or expenses of any Section
337 investigation.

Duplicative Patent Proceedings.—The Committee is concerned
that Section 337 investigations into patent infringement often in-
volve corresponding patent complaints filed in U.S. district courts.
Given the significant portion of ITC’s overall workload that inves-
tigations into patent infringement comprise, this results in signifi-
cant resources being put toward duplicative adjudication processes.
The Committee directs ITC to provide a report within 120 days of
the enactment of this Act that provides statistics on how often Sec-
tion 337 investigations into patent infringement in the last five
years have involved corresponding district court proceedings, iden-
tifies the district courts where the duplicative proceedings were
filed, and identifies the type of complainant involved.

Trade Remedy Cases Filed by Foreign Entities of Concern.—The
Committee is concerned that ITC is adjudicating cases brought by
companies owned or controlled by foreign entities of concern, as de-
fined in section 9901 of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public Law 116-
283), that seek trade remedies against producers from NATO mem-
ber countries or countries designated as Major Non-NATO Allies
pursuant to section 517 of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22
U.S.C. section 2321k). The Committee directs ITC to develop proce-
dures to identify and address such cases and provide a report with-
in 180 days of the enactment of this Act on the implementation of
this limitation.
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LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION
PAYMENT TO THE LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION

The Committee recommends $268,000,000 for the Legal Services
Corporation (LSC), which is $272,000,000 below the fiscal year
2026 enacted level.

Communications with Congress.—The Committee reminds LSC
to engage in appropriate communications with the Committee and
its members consistent with the requirements of section 2996e(c) of
title 42, United States Code, and section 503 of Public Law 119-
75.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION—LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION
The bill includes a provision limiting the use of LSC funding.

MARINE MAMMAL COMMISSION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

The recommendation includes $1,499,000 for the Marine Mam-
mal Commission, which is $2,801,000 below the fiscal year 2026
enacted level.

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE

The recommendation includes a total of $95,000,000 for the Of-
fice of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR), which is $7,000,000
above the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

The authorization to transfer resources from the Treasury Gen-
eral Fund to the Trade Enforcement Trust Fund, through 19 U.S.C.
4405, expires in fiscal year 2026. Therefore, the recommendation
does not include appropriations to the Trade Enforcement Trust
Fund. Activities previously funded under the Trade Enforcement
Trust Fund should continue through the Salaries and Expenses ap-
propriation.

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

The recommendation includes $95,000,000 for the salaries and
expenses of USTR.

Examining Unfair Chinese Trade Practices.—The Committee rec-
ognizes that non-allied nations are becoming large exporters of
motor vehicles worldwide and is concerned that vehicles from such
countries will soon flood the U.S. market. Some Chinese motor ve-
hicle producers are seeking to establish manufacturing plants in
Mexico and other strategic locations to sidestep U.S. tariffs. The
Committee directs USTR, in consultation with other relevant de-
partments and agencies, to examine non-allied nations’ non-market
policies and practices related but not limited to motor vehicles, in-
cluding industrial targeting, non-market excess capacity, direct
subsidies, low interest loans, loan forgiveness, targeted regulations,
and licensing arrangements, as well as policies that prevent U.S
auto manufacturers from competing in their markets on a level
playing field, and report its findings within 180 days of the enact-
ment of this Act.

Streamlining and Establishing Frameworks for Sanitary Reg-
istrations for Exports.—USTR plays a critical role in ensuring that
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foreign regulatory requirements, including facility registrations, do
not create unwarranted barriers for U.S. agricultural and seafood
exports. Duplicative product inspections conducted by domestic
agencies, such as the U.S. Department of Agriculture, NOAA, and
counterpart agencies in the destination countries increase bureauc-
racy, impose operational bottlenecks, and add unnecessary compli-
ance costs for United States exports. The Committee directs USTR
to explore opportunities to promote science-based equivalency de-
terminations and system recognition frameworks consistent with
the World Trade Organization Agreement on the Application of
Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures, to reduce duplicative facility
inspections and certification requirements for U.S. agricultural and
seafood exports. Additionally, the Committee encourages USTR to
advocate for greater digitization of sanitary inspection certificates
and related documentation, including development of performance
benchmarks related to processing timelines and acceptance of dig-
ital certification systems, to streamline efficiency and minimize
time to market for fresh U.S. exports.

Authorized Economic Operator (AEO) Programs.—The Committee
recognizes that AEO programs create customs-to-business partner-
ships aimed at securing the supply chain and facilitating low-risk
trade. The Committee is concerned U.S. exporters are not receiving
the benefits associated with trusted trader status in destination
countries, including inspection rates and processing times that do
not reflect risk-based differentiation. Therefore, the Committee di-
rects USTR to engage with partner governments to encourage the
implementation of AEO programs as intended and to treat AEO-
certified U.S. companies as trusted traders.

Combatting Illicit E-Cigarettes.—The Committee recognizes the
growing risks posed by the hundreds of millions of illegal Chinese
e-cigarettes flooding into the United States each year and the need
to combat this threat by cutting off the supply of illicit e-cigarettes
at the source. Therefore, the Committee directs USTR to utilize its
authorities to combat illegal Chinese e-cigarettes to protect the
U.S. economy and our nation’s strategic interests. The Committee
directs USTR, in coordination with the Department of State, to ini-
tiate formal talks with the PRC, as part of bilateral trade negotia-
tions, to seek an enforceable agreement prohibiting the export of il-
licit e-cigarette products bound for the U.S. The Committee urges
USTR, as part of these discussions, to secure a commitment by
China to fully implement and enforce existing Chinese regulations
that prohibit the production and export of illicit tobacco and e-ciga-
rette products bound for the U.S. market, with the goal of elimi-
nating such production at the source. The Committee further di-
rects USTR to report on the status of bilateral engagements under-
taken to address illicit e-cigarette exports at their source and ef-
forts to reach such an agreement not later than 90 days after the
enactment of this Act.

Trade and Agricultural Exports.—The Committee encourages
USTR to work with allied trading partners on a coordinated supply
chzain for critical agricultural inputs such as vitamins and amino
acids.

Trade Partner Compliance.—The Committee encourages USTR to
increase engagement with trade partner nations to promote compli-
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ance with labor and environmental obligations of trade agreements
and trade preference programs.

Chinese Automotive and Advanced Battery Manufacturing.—
Automakers and advanced battery manufacturers doing business
inside the U.S. face geopolitical and market pressures from China
that threaten America’s global competitiveness and national secu-
rity. The Committee is concerned about China’s use of unfair sub-
sidies and other tools to exploit and manipulate global automotive
and advanced battery markets. This concern is heightened with the
recent announcement that Canada will allow tens of thousands of
Chinese vehicles into their country under a low tariff rate. The
Committee directs USTR, in consultation with other relevant de-
partments and agencies, to evaluate the impact of allowing Chinese
automotive and advanced battery companies to manufacture in the
U.S., including through Chinese-owned or Chinese-controlled enti-
ties such as direct or indirect subsidiaries, joint ventures, agents,
affiliates, contractors, or other similar corporate structures. USTR
should also consider the impact of companies incorporating sub-
stantial Chinese-origin content or intellectual property in U.S.-
made vehicles or advanced batteries and the impact this could have
on domestic automotive, advanced battery manufacturing, and na-
tional security when negotiating with China and making trade-re-
lated decisions. Such evaluation should include a detailed review of
the various structures, mechanisms, relationships, and agreements
Chinese-affiliated companies could use to evade U.S. legal restric-
tions. USTR is directed to provide a briefing within 180 days of the
enactment of this Act on these efforts.

STATE JUSTICE INSTITUTE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

The Committee recommends $5,971,000 for the State Justice In-
stitute (SJI), which is $1,669,000 below the fiscal year 2026 en-
acted level.

TITLE V

GENERAL PROVISIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS AND RESCISSIONS OF FUNDS)

Section 501 prohibits the use of funds for publicity or propaganda
purposes unless expressly authorized by law.

Section 502 prohibits any appropriation contained in this Act
from remaining available for obligation beyond the current fiscal
year unless expressly provided.

Section 503 provides that the expenditure of any appropriation
contained in this Act for any consulting service through procure-
ment contracts shall be limited to those contracts where such ex-
penditures are a matter of public record and available for public in-
spection, except where otherwise provided under existing law or ex-
isting executive order issued pursuant to existing law.

Section 504 provides that if any provision of this Act or the appli-
cation of such provision to any person or circumstance shall be held
invalid, the remainder of this Act and the application of other pro-
visions shall not be affected.
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Section 505 prohibits a reprogramming of funds that: (1) creates
or initiates a new program, project, or activity; (2) eliminates a pro-
gram, project, or activity; (3) increases funds or personnel by any
means for any project or activity for which funds have been denied
or restricted; (4) relocates an office or employee; (5) reorganizes or
renames offices, programs, or activities; (6) contracts out or
privatizes any function or activity presently performed by Federal
employees; (7) augments funds for existing programs, projects, or
activities in excess of $500,000 or 5 percent, whichever is less, or
reduces by 5 percent funding for any existing program, project, or
activity, or numbers of personnel by 5 percent; or (8) results from
any general savings, including savings from a reduction in per-
sonnel, which would result in a change in existing programs,
projects, or activities as approved by Congress; unless the House
and Senate Committees on Appropriations are notified 30 days in
advance of such reprogramming of funds.

Section 506 provides that if it is determined that any person in-
tentionally affixes a “Made in America” label to any product that
was not made in America, that person shall not be eligible to re-
ceive any contract or subcontract with funds made available in this
Act. The section further provides that to the extent practicable,
with respect to purchases of promotional items, funds made avail-
able under this Act shall be used to purchase items manufactured,
produced, or assembled in the United States or its territories or
possessions.

Section 507 requires quarterly reporting to Congress on the sta-
tus of balances of appropriations.

Section 508 provides that any costs incurred by a department or
agency funded under this Act resulting from, or to prevent, per-
sonnel actions taken in response to funding reductions in this Act,
or, for the Department of Commerce, from actions taken for the
care and protection of loan collateral or grant property, shall be ab-
sorbed within the budgetary resources available to the department
or agency, and provides transfer authority between appropriation
accounts to carry out this provision, subject to reprogramming pro-
cedures.

Section 509 prohibits funds made available by this Act from
being used to promote the sale or export of tobacco or tobacco prod-
ucts or to seek the reduction or removal of foreign restrictions on
the marketing of tobacco products, except for restrictions which are
not applied equally to all tobacco or tobacco products of the same
type. This provision is not intended to impact routine international
trade services to all U.S. citizens, including the processing of appli-
cations to establish foreign trade zones.

Section 510 stipulates the obligations of certain receipts depos-
ited into the Crime Victims Fund.

Section 511 prohibits the use of Department of Justice funds for
programs that discriminate against or denigrate the religious or
moral beliefs of students participating in such programs.

Section 512 prohibits the transfer of funds in this Act to any de-
partment, agency, or instrumentality of the United States Govern-
ment, except for transfers made by, or pursuant to authorities pro-
vided in, this Act or any other appropriations act.

Section 513 requires certain timetables of audits performed by
Inspectors General of the Departments of Commerce and Justice,
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the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, the National
Science Foundation, and the Legal Services Corporation and sets
limits and restrictions on the awarding and use of grants or con-
tracts funded by amounts appropriated by this Act.

Section 514 prohibits funds for acquisition of certain information
systems unless the acquiring department or agency has reviewed
and assessed certain risks.

Section 515 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
to support or justify the use of torture by any official or contract
employee of the United States Government.

Section 516 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
to include certain language in trade agreements.

Section 517 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
to authorize or issue a National Security Letter (NSL) in con-
travention of certain laws authorizing the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation to issue NSLs.

Section 518 requires congressional notification for any project
within the Departments of Commerce or Justice, the National
Science Foundation, or the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration totaling more than $75,000,000 that has cost increases of
10 percent or more.

Section 519 deems funds for intelligence or intelligence-related
activities as authorized by Congress until the enactment of the In-
telligence Authorization Act for fiscal year 2027.

Section 520 prohibits contracts or grant awards in excess of
$5,000,000 unless the prospective contractor or grantee certifies
that the organization has filed all Federal tax returns, has not
been convicted of a criminal offense under the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986, and has no unpaid Federal tax assessment.

(RESCISSIONS)

Section 521 provides for rescissions of unobligated balances.

Section 522 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
to purchase first class or premium air travel in contravention of the
Code of Federal Regulations.

Section 523 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
to pay for the attendance of more than 50 department or agency
employees, who are stationed in the United States, at any single
conference outside the United States, unless the conference is: (1)
a law enforcement training or operational event where the majority
of Federal attendees are law enforcement personnel stationed out-
side the United States; or (2) a scientific conference for which the
department or agency head has notified the House and Senate
Committees on Appropriations that such attendance is in the na-
tional interest, along with the basis for such determination.

Section 524 requires any department, agency, or instrumentality
of the United States Government receiving funds appropriated
under this Act to track and report on undisbursed balances in ex-
pired grant accounts.

Section 525 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
to1 move a Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives fa-
cility.

Section 526 prohibits the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration and the Office of Science and Technology Policy from
using funds made available by this Act to engage in bilateral activi-
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ties with China or a Chinese-owned company or effectuate the
hosting of official Chinese visitors at certain facilities, with certain
exceptions.

Section 527 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
to establish or maintain a computer network that does not block
pornography, except for law enforcement and victim assistance pur-
poses.

Section 528 requires the departments and agencies funded in
this Act to submit spending plans.

Section 529 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
to pay award or incentive fees for contractors with below satisfac-
tory performance or performance that fails to meet the basic re-
quirements of the contract. The heads of executive branch depart-
ments, agencies, boards, and commissions funded by this Act are
directed to require that all contracts within their purview that pro-
vide award fees link such fees to successful acquisition outcomes,
specifying the terms of cost, schedule, and performance.

Section 530 prohibits the use of funds by the Department of Jus-
tice or the Drug Enforcement Administration in contravention of a
certain section of the Agricultural Act of 2014.

Section 531 prohibits the Department of Justice from preventing
certain States from implementing State laws regarding the use of
medical marijuana. The provision also provides an exception for the
Department of Justice to enforce Federal law prohibiting the dis-
tribution or manufacturing of a controlled substance near schools
and colleges.

Section 532 requires quarterly reports from the Department of
Commerce, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration,
and the National Science Foundation of travel to China.

Section 533 requires 10 percent of the funds for certain programs
be allocated for assistance in persistent poverty counties.

Section 534 prohibits the use of funds made available by this or
any other Act to require certain export licenses.

Section 535 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
to deny, or fail to act on, certain import applications regarding “cu-
rios or relics” firearms, parts, or ammunition.

Section 536 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
to deny the importation of shotgun models if no application for the
importation of such models, in the same configuration, had been
denied prior to January 1, 2011, on the basis that the shotgun was
not particularly suitable for or readily adaptable to sporting pur-
poses.

Section 537 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
to implement the Arms Trade Treaty until the Senate approves a
resolution of ratification for the Treaty.

Section 538 includes language regarding detainees held at Guan-
tanamo Bay.

Section 539 includes language regarding facilities for housing de-
tainees held at Guantanamo Bay.

Section 540 includes language that the Department of Commerce
and FBI may utilize funding to provide payments pursuant to sec-
tion 901(i)(2) of title IX of division J of the Further Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2020.

Section 541 sets certain requirements for the allocations of funds
related to the CHIPS Act of 2022 (Public Law 117-167).
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Section 542 provides that the Department of Commerce, NASA,
and NSF continue to apply the negotiated indirect costs rates.

Section 543 prohibits the use of funds made available by this or
any other Act to implement or enforce the ATF’s rule entitled, “Def-
inition of ‘Frame or Receiver’ and Identification of Firearms.”

Section 544 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
to implement any regulation issued or finalized by ATF after Janu-
ary 21, 2021 but before January 20, 2025.

Section 545 prohibits the use of funds made available by this or
any other Act to implement or defend the ATF’s pistol brace rule
(“Factoring Criteria for Firearms with Attached ‘Stabilizing
Braces’”).

Section 546 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
to implement the Attorney General’s school boards memo (“Part-
nership Among Federal, State, Local, Tribal, and Territorial Law
Enforcement to Address Threats Against School Administrators,
Board Members, Teachers, and Staff”).

Section 547 includes restrictions on antidumping, countervailing
duty, or circumvention inquiries under Title VII of the Tariff Act
of 1930 that is filed by, or materially supported by, a foreign entity
of concern.

Section 548 prohibits the use of funds made available to the Chi-
nese Communist Party.

Section 549 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
to require a person licensed under section 923 of title 18, United
States Code, to report information to the Department of Justice re-
garding the sale of multiple rifles or shotguns to the same person.

Section 550 prohibits the use of funds made available by this or
any other Act to implement or enforce the Office of Science and
Technology Policy’s August 25, 2022 Memorandum, “Ensuring
Free,hImmediate, and Equitable Access to Federally Funded Re-
search.”

Section 551 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
for certain offices and programs.

Section 552 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
for legal representation of aliens in removal proceedings.

Section 553 prohibits the use of funds made available by this or
any other Act to include aliens who are unlawfully present in the
United States in Decennial Census apportionment determinations.

Section 554 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
to review, process, or approve grants and other agreements for any
individual or organization that trains Federal employees on diver-
sity, equity, inclusion, critical race theory, implicit bias, uncon-
scious bias, or culturally relevant teachings.

Section 555 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
for any activity that promotes or advances critical race theory.

Section 556 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
for the promotion of or any contributions to Environmental, Social,
and Governance (ESG) investments.

Section 557 prohibits the use of funds made available by this or
any other Act to discriminate against individuals who define sex to
mean biological sex as determined by the type of gamete an indi-
vidual produces.

Section 558 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
for any gun buyback or relinquishment programs.
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Section 559 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
to fund or implement red flag laws or extreme risk protection or-
ders.

Section 560 prohibits the use of funds made available by this or
any other Act from being used for a firearms registry.

Section 561 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
for the Demand 2 program unless the ATF modifies the reporting
thresholds.

Section 562 prohibits the use of funds made available by this or
any other Act to classify, tax, or register any firearm with an at-
tached stabilizing brace.

Section 563 prohibits the use of funds made available by this or
any other Act to employ a person who has been convicted of a child
pornography charge, sexual assault charge, or who has been dis-
ciplined for using Federal resources to access, use, or sell child por-
nography.

Section 564 prohibits the use of funds made available by this or
any other Act to hire a person based on the person’s race, national
origin, sex, or religion.

Section 565 prohibits the use of funds made available by this or
any other Act for sex-altering surgeries.

Section 566 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
for the Department of Justice’s Reproductive Rights Task Force.

Section 567 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
to sue a State or local government over laws that restrict or limit
abortion.

Section 568 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
to sue a State or local government over laws relating to
transgender issues.

Section 569 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
to discriminate against anyone with a sincerely held religious belief
or moral conviction that marriage should be recognized as a union
of one man and one woman.

Section 570 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
to license exports to any officer of the Cuban military or intel-
ligence service, or an immediate family member thereof.

Section 571 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
for settlements that require the defendants to donate or contribute
funds to an organization or individual.

Section 572 prohibits funds made available by this Act from
being used for Federal employee union activities.

Section 573 prohibits funds made available by this Act from
being used to classify or facilitate the classification of any commu-
nications by a United States person as misinformation,
disinformation, or malinformation or to partner with any entity to
censor lawful and constitutionally protected speech of United
States persons.

Section 574 prohibits funds made available by this Act to enforce
any COVID-19 vaccine mandates or passports.

Section 575 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
to implement, administer, or enforce the interim final rule entitled
“Revision of Firearms License Requirements,” which was published
on April 30, 2024, or any similar future rule.

Section 576 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
to implement, administer, apply, enforce, carry out or defend any
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part of ATF’s final rule entitled “Definition of ‘Engaged in the Busi-
ness’ as a Dealer in Firearms.”

Section 577 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
to enforce a speed restriction related to the Rice’s Whale or the
North Atlantic right whale.

Section 578 prohibits funds from being used to implement the
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission’s (EEOC) final rule of
April 19, 2024 (89 Fed. Reg. 29096).

Section 579 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
to enforce compliance with the U.S. Census Survey.

Section 580 prohibits the use of funds to record, or maintain any
recording of, any records delivered to the Department of Justice
pursuant to section 923(g)(4) of title 18, United States Code.

Section 581 prohibits funds for surgical procedures or hormone
therapies for sex reassignment.

Section 582 provides a technical correction for LIBERTAD Title
I1I claimant.

Section 583 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
to administer or enforce a requirement for Atlantic pelagic longline
vessel electronic monitoring.

Section 584 prohibits funds to be used to impose a user fee or
processing fee, with respect to any function, mission, or activity of
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, that is
not already charged as of October 1, 2026.

Section 585 prohibits funds to be used to enforce the National
Firearms Act (26 U.S.C. 5801 et seq.) regarding any firearm for
%vhich the tax imposed under section 5811 or 5821 of such Act is

0.

Section 586 prohibits funds for certain oyster related activities
unless such funds are made eligible for other purposes.

Section 587 prohibits funds for certain oyster restoration, recov-
ery, or enhancement activities unless the Secretary of Commerce
provides a restoration plan.

Section 588 includes language regarding disclosure of firearms
trace data.

Section 589 prohibits funds to be used to seize or retain any dig-
ital material seized or obtained from a Member of Congress, a
Member-elect, or the office, staff, devices, or accounts of such Mem-
ber.

Section 590 prohibits funds for access to non-federally owned or
operated software, systems, or servers acting as a searchable data-
base that can be used to identify owners of firearms.

Section 591 prohibits the use of funds made available by this Act
to reschedule or deschedule marijuana.

SPENDING REDUCTION ACCOUNT

Section 592 includes language regarding the Spending Reduction
Account.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES REPORT REQUIREMENTS

The following materials are submitted in accordance with various
requirements of the Rules of the House of Representatives:



DISSENTING VIEWS

Pursuant to the provisions of clause 3(a)(1) of House rule XIII
and sec. 6(i) of the Committee Rules, the dissenting views of the
minority party of the House of Representatives, are printed below:

[TO BE PROVIDED]

FuLL COMMITTEE VOTES

Pursuant to the provisions of clause 3(b) of rule XIII of the House
of Representatives, the results of each roll call vote on an amend-
ment or on the motion to report, together with the names of those
voting for and those against, are printed below:

[TO BE PROVIDED]

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF BUDGET AUTHORITY

Pursuant to clause 3(c)(2) of rule XIII of the Rules of the House
of Representatives and section 308(a)(1)(A) of the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974, the following table compares the levels of new
budget authority provided in the bill with the appropriate alloca-
tion under section 302(b) of the Budget Act.

(127)
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BUDGETARY IMPACT OF THE DEPARTMENTS OF COM-
MERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE, AND RELATED AGENCIES AP-
PROPRIATIONS BILL, 2027, PREPARED IN CONSULTATION
WITH THE CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE PURSUANT
TO SECTION 308(a) OF THE CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET
ACT OF 1974

COMPARISON WITH BUDGET RESOLUTION

Pursuant to clause 3(¢c)(2) of rule XIII of the Rules of the House
of Representatives and section 308(a)(1)(A) of the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974, the following table compares the levels of new
budget authority provided in the bill with the appropriate alloca-
tion under section 302(b) of the Budget Act:

[TO BE PROVIDED]

F1veE-YEAR OUTLAY PROJECTIONS

Pursuant to clause 3(c)(2) of rule XIII and section 308(a)(1)(A) of
the Congressional Budget Act of 1974, the following table contains
five-year projections associated with the budget authority provided
in the accompanying bill as provided to the Committee by the Con-
gressional Budget Office:

[TO BE PROVIDED]

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

Pursuant to clause 3(c)(2) of rule XIII and section 308(a)(1)(C) of
the Congressional Budget Act of 1974, the Congressional Budget
Office has provided the following estimates of new budget authority
and outlays provided by the accompanying bill for financial assist-
ance to State and local governments:

[TO BE PROVIDED]

STATEMENT OF GENERAL PERFORMANCE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

Pursuant to clause 3(c)(4) of rule XIII of the Rules of the House
of Representatives, the following is a statement of general perform-
ance goals and objectives for which this measure authorizes fund-
ing:

The Committee on Appropriations considers program perform-
ance, including a program’s success in developing and attaining
outcome-related goals and objectives, in developing funding rec-
ommendations.

PROGRAM DUPLICATION

No provision of this bill establishes or reauthorizes a program of
the Federal Government known to be duplicative of another Fed-
eral program, a program that was included in any report from the
Government Accountability Office to Congress pursuant to section
21 of Public Law 111-139, or a program related to a program iden-
tified in the most recent Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance.
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COMMITTEE HEARINGS

Pursuant to clause 3(c)(6) of rule XIII of the Rules of the House
of Representatives, the following hearings were used to develop or
consider the Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations Act, 2027:

The Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related
Agencies held a hearing on March 25, 2026, entitled “Oversight
Hearing—National Weather Service”. The Subcommittee received
testimony from:

The Honorable Taylor Jordan, Assistant Secretary of Commerce
g)r Environmental Observation and Prediction, National Weather

ervice

The Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related
Agencies held a hearing on March 26, 2026, entitled “Member
Day”. The Subcommittee received testimony from:

The Honorable Jefferson Van Drew

The Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related
Agencies held a hearing on April 16, 2026, entitled “Budget Hear-
ing—The Office of the United States Trade Representative”. The
Subcommittee received testimony from:

The Honorable Jamieson Greer, Ambassador, United States
Trade Representative

The Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related
Agencies held a hearing on April 23, 2026, entitled “Budget Hear-
ing—The Department of Commerce”. The Subcommittee received
testimony from:

The Honorable Howard Lutnick, Secretary, Department of Com-
merce

The Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related
Agencies held a hearing on April 27, 2026, entitled “Budget Hear-
ing—Fiscal Year 2027 Request for the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration”. The Subcommittee received testimony from:

The Honorable Jared Isaacman, Administrator, National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration

ComPLIANCE WITH RULE XIII, Cl. 3(d) (RAMSEYER RULE)

In compliance with clause 3(e) of rule XIII of the Rules of the
House of Representatives, changes in existing law made by the bill,
as reported, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omit-
ted is enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italics,
existing law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman):

[TO BE PROVIDED]

CHANGES IN THE APPLICATION OF EXISTING LAW

Pursuant to clause 3(f)(1)(A) of rule XIII of the Rules of the
House of Representatives, the following statements are submitted
describing the effect of provisions in the accompanying bill that di-
rectly or indirectly change the application of existing law.

The bill includes a number of provisions which place limitations
on the use of funds in the bill or change existing limitations and
that might, under some circumstances, be construed as changing
the application of existing law:
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[TO BE PROVIDED]

APPROPRIATIONS NOT AUTHORIZED BY LAW

Pursuant to clause 3(f)(1)(B) of rule XIII of the Rules of the
House of Representatives, the following table lists the appropria-
tions in the accompanying bill which are not authorized by law for
the period concerned:

Appropriations in

Last Year of Authoriz Appropriations in
Program ASteroriigtign Apg:ogriafi%n ;Stslioyr?farti?)fn &?Sogilft(g‘(zsﬂ
Department of Commerce:
International Trade Administration:
Operations and Administration .................... n/a n/a n/a 440,000
Export Promotion Activities ................. 1996 Indefinite 264,885 *
Bureau of Industry and Security:
Operations and Administration .................... 1994 Indefinite 34,747 83,417
Economic Development Administration:
Salaries and EXPENSES .......ccocoevvevurercriennns 2008 Such sums 30,832 66,000
Economic Development Assistance Pro-
grams 2008 500,000 n/a 256,500
Economic and Statistics Administration:
Salaries and EXpEnses .......coocoevveervrerienns n/a n/a n/a 119,500
National Telecommunications and Information
Administration:
Salaries and EXpenses .........coccoovevervveiienns 1993 19,400 17,900 46,000
Facilities Management and Construction .... 1994 42,000 o 1,500
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion:
Operations, Research, and Facilities ........... 4,007,653
National Ocean Service 1993 121,183 (150,864) (685,702)
Coastal Zone Management .... 1999 55,300 (52,700) (51,000)
National Oceans and Coastal Security
Fund 2019 Indefinite (30,000) (32,000)
Coral Reef Program ............ccooeevvvvvnee. 2004 16,000 (26,100 (33,500)
Marine Protection, Research, Preser-
vation & Sanctuaries .................... 2005 (40,000) (58,700) (67,000)
National Marine Fisheries Service 876,690
Marine Mammal Protection .... 1999 (68,000)
Species Recovery Grants .... 1992 (5,000)
Interjurisdictional Fisheries ... 2012 5,900 (3,400) (3,377)
Oceanic and Atmospheric Research ... 580,163
Climate Laboratories and Cooperative
Institutes 1993 103,877 (92,500)
National Weather Service . 1993 394,687 ... 1,456,905
Procurement, Acquisition and Construction ......... 1,790,820
National Environmental Satellite, Data, and
Information SErvice ......ccocovverevereeene. 2023 5,000 e 334,500
Mission Support 344,576
NOAA Construction ........ccccooevverrnrenes 1993 94,500 64,500 *
Department of Justice:
General Administration:
Salaries and EXPENSES ........cccoevevvverrernnnne 2009 181,561 105,805 142,000
Justice Information Sharing Technology ...... 2009 204,152 80,000 60,000
Executive Office for Immigration Review .... 20099 n/a n/a 790,000
Office of Inspector General ............ccccoeevnenee 2009 81,922 78,681 97,000
United States Parole Commission:
Salaries and EXpenses .........coccovveiineiienns 2009 12,711 12,570 12,864

Legal Activities:
Salaries and Expenses, General Legal Ac-
tivities 2009 764,526 805,655 1,015,000
Salaries and Expenses, Antitrust Division .. 2009 162,488 157,788 313,000
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Appropriations in
last year of
authorization

Last Year of Authorized

Program Authorization Appropriation

Appropriations in
this bill (FY27)

Salaries and Expenses, United States Attor-

neys 2009 1,829,194 1,851,336 2,759,577
Salaries and Expenses, Foreign Claims Set-

tlement Commission .. . 2009 1,429 1,823 2,512
Fee and Expenses of Witnesses . 2009 203,755 168,300 320,000
Assets Forfeiture Fund (discretionary) . 2009 22,000 20,990 20,514

United States Marshals Service .........c.cccoeveneee. 2009 900,178 964,000 4,729,363
Salaries and Expenses § (960,000) 1,725,000
Construction § (4,000) 8,000
Federal Prison Detention .......cccoovvveveenneeee. 2009 1,858,509 1,355,319 2,996,363

National Security Division:

Salaries and EXPENSES .......coovuevrrererereeriennns n/a n/a n/a 121,000

Interagency Law Enforcement:

Interagency Crime and Drug Enforcement .. 2009 744,593 515,000 483,735

Federal Bureau of Investigation .. . 2009 6,480,608 7,253,591 11,405,117
Salaries and Expenses § (7,100,000) (10,676,000) 11,355,117
Construction § (153,491) 50,000

Drug Enforcement Administration:

Salaries and EXpENSES .........cccoevevverevrennne 2009 1,930,462 1,959,084 3,500,000

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explo-

sives 1,038,939 1,068,215 1,300,000
Salaries and EXpenses .......ccoccocveervvervns 2009 § s 1,300,000
Construction 2009 §

Federal Prison SyStem ..........cccocooevvvevvecirerirnninnns 2009 5,698,292 6,176,599 8,402,700
Salaries and Expenses § (5,600,792) 8,225,000
Building and Facilities § (575,807) (300,000) 175,000

Office on Violence Against Women .. 2009 16,837 oo 620,000

Office of Justice Programs:

Research, Evaluation, and Statistics:
National Institute of Justice 1995 33,000 32,335 22,000
Bureau of Justice Statistics ...... 1995 33,000 58,879 33,000
State and Local Law Enforcement Assistance:
Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grants 2012 1,095,000 470,000 837,500
Officer Robert Wilson Il VALOR Initia-
tive n/a n/a n/a (12,500)
Prision Rape Elimination Act ............. 2010 40,000 15,000 (15,500)
Missing Americans Alert program ...... 2022 2,000 3,000 (2,000)
Project Safe Neighborhoods grants .... 2021 50,000 20,000 (13,000)
Capital Litigation and Wrongful Con-
viction Review 2021 22,500 7,000 (11,500)
Ashanti Alert Network 2022 3,000 1,000 (1,000)
Rural Violent Crime Initiative .... n/a n/a n/a (3,000)
Body-worn Camera Partnership . . n/a n/a n/a —
State Criminal Alien Assistance Program 2011 950,000 n/a 230,000
Victims of Trafficking 2021 77,000 85,000 83,500
Intellectual Property Enforcement 2022 13,000 2,500 7,500
Adam Walsh Act 2009 Such sums 18,000 18,000
NICS Improvement Amendments Act of
2007 2013 125,000 12,000 83,000
Paul Coverdell Forensic Science Improve-
MeNnt grants ..o 2021 23,000 33,000 28,000
DNA Initiative:
Debbie Smith DNA Analysis Backlog
Elimination grants ...........cccooooonnennns 2024 151,000 120,000 (115,000)
Kirk Bloodsworth Post-Conviction DNA
Testing grants .......ccccoevvevevrerieenns 2021 10,000 8,000 (13,000)
NamUS n/a n/a n/a (11,000)
Missing Persons and Unidentified Re-
LI T n/a n/a n/a —
Second Chance Act:
Children of Incarcerated Parents
Demo Grants n/a n/a n/a (5,000)
Justice Reinvestment Initiative .. n/a n/a n/a (19,000)
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Appropriations in

Last Year of Authorized Appropriations in

P cat o last f i bi
rogram Authorization Appropriation aStshoyriEzaarti%n this bill (FY27)
Anti-Opioid Initiative:
Drug Courts 2023 75,000 95,000 (89,000)
Mentally 11l Offender Act .. 2021 50,000 35,000 (35,000)
Residential Substance Abuse Treat-
ment for State Prisoners . 2000 72,000 63,000 (30,000)
Veterans Treatment Courts .. n/a n/a n/a (32,000)
Prescription Drug Monitoring n/a n/a n/a (35,000)
Comprehensive Opioid, Stimulant, and
Substance Use Program .. 2023 330,000 190,000 (185,000)
Keep Young Athletes Safe Act ... 2020 2,500 2,500 2,000
Juvenile Justice Programs:
Youth Mentoring Grants .........ccccccoveveervennnne 2007 Such sums 4,000 105,000
Prevention of Trafficking of Girls ................ n/a n/a n/a 4,000
Tribal Youth n/a n/a n/a 12,000
Girls in the Justice System .......c.ccccevvernnee. n/a n/a n/a 4,500
Opioid Affected Youth Initiative ... n/a n/a n/a 5,000
Children Exposed to Violence n/a n/a n/a 5,000
COPS Programs:
COPS Hiring Grants .........ccocccomreeeenrreeernneeenns 2009 1,047,119 1,000,000 255,044
Regional Information Sharing Activities 2003 100,000 28,812 (44,000)
Tribal Access Program .. 2027 6,000 4,000 (6,000)
Anti-Methamphetamine Tas n/a n/a n/a 13,500
Anti-Heroin Task Forces n/a n/a n/a 34,500
National Aeronautics and Space Administration:
Science 2017 5,500,000 5,764,900 6,000,000
Aeronautics 2017 640,000 660,000 850,000
Space Technology ........ccc.coevevevenrivnrinereenns 2017 686,000 686,500 913,000
Exploration 2017 4,330,000 4,324,000 8,925,600
Space 0perations ............coocoveeenseeenerineiinnnes 2017 5,023,000 4,950,700 4,403,236
STEM Engagement 2017 115,000 100,000 —

Safety, Security and Mission Services ..

2017 2,788,600 2,768,600 3,100,000
Construction and Environmental Compli-

ance and Restoration 2017 388,000 360,700 200,000
Office of Inspector General ... 2017 37,400 37,900 46,500
Related Agencies:

Commission on Civil Rights:

Salaries and EXpenses ...t 1995 9,500 8,904 11,700
International Trade Commission:

Salaries and EXpenses ..., 2004 57,240 58,295 134,000
Payment to the Legal Services Corporation:

Salaries and EXpenses ..........cccccoo..... 1980 Such sums 300,000 268,000
Marine Mammal Commission:

Salaries and EXpenses ...t 1999 1750 s 1,499
Office of the U.S. Trade Representative:

Salaries and EXpenses ... 2004 33,108 41,944 95,000
State Justice Institute:

Salaries and EXpenses ..., 2008 7,000 3,760 5,971

*The recommendation does not provide a specific amount for this program.

T Authorization provides a single amount for activities spread across multiple NOAA Control Table lines.

$The National Integrated Drought Information System Reauthorization Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-423) authorized Weather and Air Chem-
istry Research Programs. Other programs are unauthorized.

The last time the NWS was comprehensively authorized was 1993. Though specific programs, like the Tsunami Warning and Education
Program, are currently authorized the recommendation does not provide a specific amount for those programs.

q The authorization authorizes funding for the “Administrative Review and Appeals’ account, which encompassed the activities of the Exec-
utive Office for Immigration Review and the Office of Pardon Attorney. The recommendation separates these into different accounts.

§ Authorization does not provide amounts for specific accounts within this agency.

#This was formerly the “General Administration, Detention Trustee” account.

**The authorization for this program expired in FY 2011. Since the government was funded by a full-year continuing resolution, the Com-
mittee did not provide a specific appropriation for this program.

11 These programs have been combined into the Consolidated Youth-oriented Program.

§§ The authorization for this program expired in FY 2007. Since the government was funded by a full-year continuing resolution, the Com-
mittee did not provide a specific appropriation for this program.
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TRANSFERS OF FUNDS

Pursuant to clause 3(f)(2) of rule XIII of the Rules of the House
of Representatives, the following is submitted describing the trans-
fers of funds provided in the accompanying bill:

In title I, under U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Salaries and
Expenses, language is included to transfer funds to the Civil Serv-
ice Retirement and Disability Fund, the Federal Employees Health
Benefit Fund, and the Federal Employees Group Life Insurance
Fund.

Under U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Salaries and Ex-
penses, language is included to transfer funds to the Office of In-
spector General.

Under National Institute of Standards and Technology, Scientific
and Technical Research and Services, language is included allow-
ing for transfers to the Working Capital Fund.

Under National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Oper-
ations, Research, and Facilities, language is included to transfer
funds from the Promote and Develop Fishery Products and Re-
search Pertaining to American Fisheries fund.

Section 103 provides language for the transfer of funds between
Department of Commerce appropriations in certain circumstances.

In title II, under Justice Information Sharing Technology, lan-
guage is included allowing for the transfer of funds.

Under Executive Office for Immigration Review, language is in-
cluded to transfer funds to the Executive Office for Immigration
Review from fees deposited in the Immigration Examinations Fee
account.

Under Legal Activities, Salaries and Expenses, General Legal Ac-
tivities, language is included allowing for the transfer of funds in
certain circumstances.

Under National Security Division, Salaries and Expenses, lan-
guage is included to allow the transfer of funds in certain cir-
cumstances.

Under Federal Prison System, Salaries and Expenses, language
is included to allow the transfer of funds to the Department of
Health and Human Services.

Under Federal Prison System, Salaries and Expenses, language
is included to allow the transfer of funds in certain circumstances.

Under State and Local Law Enforcement Activities, Office on Vi-
olence Against Women, Violence Against Women Prevention and
Prosecution Programs, language is included to allow the transfer of
funds in certain circumstances.

Under State and Local Law Enforcement Activities, State and
Local Law Enforcement Assistance, language is included to allow
the transfer of funds in certain circumstances.

Under State and Local Law Enforcement Activities, Public Safety
Officer Benefits, language is included to allow the transfer of funds
in certain circumstances.

Under Community Oriented Policing Services, Community Ori-
ented Policing Services Programs, language is included to allow the
transfer of funds to the Office of Justice Programs.

Section 205 provides language for the transfer of funds between
Department of Justice appropriations in certain circumstances.
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Section 212 provides language for the transfer of funds between
certain grant funds and the National Institute of Justice, the Bu-
reau of Justice Statistics, and the Office of Inspector General.

In title ITI, under National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion, Administrative Provisions, language is included allowing for
the transfer of funds between appropriations.

Under National Science Foundation, Administrative Provisions,
language is included allowing for the transfer of funds among ap-
propriations.

Under United States Trade Representative, Salaries and Ex-
penses, language is included providing for the transfer of funds.

Under General Provisions, section 508 provides for the transfer
of funds in certain circumstances.

Under General Provisions, section 510 provides for the transfer
of funds to the Department of Justice, Office of Inspector General.

RESCISSIONS

Pursuant to clause 3(f)(2) of rule XII of the Rules of the House
of Representatives, the following table is submitted describing the
rescissions recommended in the accompanying bill:

Department of Commerce:
NOAA Operations, Research, and Facilities .........cccoccoveeiviiiniienninnieininnns $75,000,000
Department of Justice:

Office on Violence Against Women $36,000,000
Office of Justice Programs $175,000,000
Community Oriented Polici $25,000,000

Working Capital Fund $150,000,000

DISCLOSURE OF EARMARKS AND CONGRESSIONALLY DIRECTED
SPENDING ITEMS

The following table is submitted in compliance with clause 9 of
rule XXI, and lists the congressional earmarks (as defined in para-
graph (e) of clause 9) contained in the bill or in this report. Neither
the bill nor this report contains any limited tax benefits or limited
tariff benefits as defined in paragraphs (f) or (g) of clause 9 of rule
XXI.
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