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Good afteranoon, Mr, Chairman and Members of the Subcommittee, | am T.J, Greane,
Treasurer of the Makah Tribal Council, | want Lo thank you for this opportunity to present
testimany on the views af the Makah Tribal Council an the FY 2013 Tederal budget.

This hearing iz especially meaningful ta us at the Makah Tribe bacause it is the last
chance we will get to appear before our Congressman, Morm Dicks. We have been truly blessed
not anly to have Morm Dicks as our Congressman, but also by his long-standing friandship with
aur Tribe, Congressman Qicks has visited our Reservation many, many times since ne was a
young man. He has spent countless hours wisiting with us, touring our Reservation and hearing
our concerns, but he may have spant even mere time off cur shores in what he recently called
his favarite fishing spot! Words cannal express our gratitude to you, Congressman, for all that
vou have dana far us and all that you mean Lo us.

Lwauld like to testify today an three priority issues:

» Assistance from the federal government for helping us clean wup the Warmhouss Beach
open dump site on our Reservation;

s [ur effarts to secure federal grant funding for replacing our commercial fishing dock;
and

e Curwork in suppert of a sustainable federal ocean policy



Warmhouse Beach Open Dump

The tMakah Tribe is taking agsressive steps to address the serious environmental and
health risks posed by the Warmhouse Beach Open Dump, a decades-ald landfill laeated on the
Makah Reservation that was used by the U5, Denartment of Defense and other federal
apencias to dispose of hazardous waste. The Dump is leaching harmiul chemicals into a nearby
ctream which flows into the pristine watars of the Strait of Juan de Fuca at Warmhouse Beach,
a traditional shelifishing location for the Makah people. Frequent fires at the Dump contribute
to air pallution in the Town of Meah Bay and the Reservation community.

This summer, we plan to open our new sohd waste transfer station in Meah Bay, which
will enable us to close the Dump. This is an important step for the Tribe that has been many
years in the making, Mow the challenge before us is to clean up the Dump so it will stop
polluting our watars,

The Tribe has documented that the Makah Air Force Station, which supported radar
operations at Bahokus Peak from World War |l through 1988, disposed of many hazardous
substances al the Dump since its opening in the 18705, including ashestos, batteries, pesticides,
paints and waste oil. For many years, other federal agencies with operations on the
Reservation also disposed of their waste at the Dump. As a result of this legacy af waste
disposal an tribal land, the federal government hears substantial responsibility for cleaning up
the Dump and preventing further exposure of the Reservation cammunity 1o the enviranmantal
and hezlth hazards caused by the Dump.

The Makah Tribe has taken action to secure Tederal assistance for cleaning up the Dump
thraugh negetiations with the Defense Department or passibly through the federal Superfund
program, ‘We have waited many years and tried many avenues to clean up this dump. We
would appreciate this Subcommittea’s support for aur effarts.

Replacing our Commercial Fishing Dock

The Port of Meah Bay Commercial Fishing Dock was constructed betweaen 1847 and
1952, |ts condition has now deteriorated so badly that it has been closed to semi-truck traffic
for seven years, Structural surveys of the dock have led to the conclusion that the dock now
needs ta be completely replaced.

This commercial fishing dock generates over 56 million in fish landings annually, which
are shipped around the cauntry and internationally. It supports about half of the working-age
population of Meah Bay and over 100 minority-mwned enterprises. It supports the traditional
maritime culture of the Makah Tribe. It also supports the ecosystem management and
hinlogical data collection efforts of the State of Washingten, the Natianal Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS) and tribes Lo ensure sustainable fisheries of over 20 groundfish species, salmon
species, halibut and sheflfish



We have been working with many federal agencies, including the Ecanomic
Develapment Administration (EDA], BIA, USDOT, the Office of indian Energy and Economic
Development, and state agencies, to find funding that can help us with this dock replacemeant
project, thus far without success. wWe are currently in the final round of consideration for EDA
funding and we have submitted 2 grant request under the TIGER [V program. We would
appreciate the federal gavernment’s assistance in finalizing this important BConomic
development mitiativa,

Mational Ocean Policy

The Makah Tribe is proud to ane of the hosts of the First Stewards Sympesiom: Coastal
People Address Climate Change, July 17-20 at the Mational Museum of the American Indan.
This will ba the first national symposium on the impacts of climate change on coastal
indigenous peoples.

We are alse proud that our Tribal Chairman, Micah McCarty, has been askad to serve an
the Governance Coordinating Cammittes that is working with the National Ocean Council on
national ccean policy. He has also been named 1o several other advisory bodies an ocean and
fisharies issues.

The Makah Tribe is unigque in having a marine sanctuary, the Olympic Coast Mational
Marine Sanctuary, right off our shares and within our "usual and accustom ed” fishing area.

We are proud of our work as well on ensuring tribal consultation on federal maritime
matters and helping to improve oil spill pellution prevention and respense,

many vessels involved with the Sanctuary, ocean and fisheries research, and oil spill
prevention and response are stationad in Meah Bay, We are the only ocean harbor in the
Pacific Morthwast that isn't clasad in heavy starms because of hazardous bar conditions. In
arder to serve the growing number of these vessals, however, we need to improve our harbar,
for example, by deepening our entrance chan nal. We waould appreciate the Subcommittae’s
support for aur effarts ta make Neah Bay harber 2 first-class homeport for vessols helping to
keep our ocean resources sustainable.

We take our job as stewards of ocean resources very seriously and we look forward Lo
expanding our collaboration with federal and state governments and the privale sector 1o
ensure maritime pelicies that will be sustainable well into the future.

Thank you again, Mr. Chairman and Members of the Subcommitiee, for this opportunity
tn testify before you today.



